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1. Name of Property . 

historic name Rector House 

oher namdsite number Site C: CEO 136 

street & number 603 W e s  Quitman Street 1 not for publication 

city or town Heber Springs ~ i ~ i n i ~ ~  

state Arkansas code AR county Clebume code 023 zip code 72543 

era1 Agency Certification 

L h thedfiipated authority under ~ h c  National Historic Pmenarion Act. as amended, 1 hatby certify that th~s  nomination 
q u a  for dctcnnination of eligibility rne8.s the d~cumentation standards for registcnng propfiim in the listional Register of Hiaroric 
Places and meets the pmedural and professional raqu~mmts s a  (or En 36 CFR Par! 611. In my ginion, the property mMs 

Ar!.aws Historic Preservation Prognrn I 

Starc or F d m l  agcncy and bureau 

In my opinion, the propmy &s d m  not meet the National Register citena. (u S a  Continualion sheet for addittonal 
commts ) 

Sig~ture  of cenifying oficlaZ.'I?tle Date 

Srate or Fedrral agency and b u m  

4. National Park Senice Certificatien 
I h m b y  cer11fy thar h e  pmvrty is: S~gnaturc of the K a p e r  Datc of Action 

12] mtered ~n theNal~om: R e s t e r .  
See continuation sheet 

dflcrrnid eligihls for the 
National R q i ~ t c r .  

See continuation sheet 
derermi.ned not eligible for the 

h'ational Register. 
removd Fm the National 
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Ormership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Chtxkasmanyboxes~~apply)l (Chcckonlyonebon] (Do not ~nchde  pmiously listed r a r z  In count.) 

private 

public-local 
public-State 

district 
site 
structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

1 2 Total 

Name of related mtrltiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously 'listed 
(Enter'W!A" if property i s  not prtrt of a multiple pmpcrty lis~ing.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
Enter categanm fmm instructions) 

DOMESTIOSingle Duelling 

Current Functions 
(Enter caregorim from ~mfmctions) 

Architectura! Classification 
(Enter categories h m  insuuctiom) 

LATE VICTOlUAKIQueen Anne 

Materials 
(Enter categories Srom i m c t i o n s )  

foundation BRICK 

walls ASBESTOS 

roof ASPHALT SHINGLE 

other 

Narrative Dmription 
(Descrik the hlaoric and c u m  condition of the pmperry on one or morecontinuation sheets ) 
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aternent of Significance - -* 
Applicable Natianal Register Criteria bevels of Significance (lo~at. sue, national) 
(Mai+ "xu In one or mom hxes for the c n t ~ a  qualifying the property LOCAL 
for National Reg i sm hsting) 

A Property is assmiated with events that have made 
a sj@cant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Areas of Significance (Entercateporits fmm i m c t i o n s )  
ARCHITECTrnE 

Q B Properly is associated with 'tile lives of persons 
sidcdnt in our past. 

C Propew embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, perid, or method of cwsrruction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
hlgh artistic values, or represents a si&cant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period OF Significance 
individual distinction 1915-1916 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
'- -3rk "z" in all rhe boxer that apply.) 

I 
perty is: 
A owned by a religious insfi~ution or used for 

religious purposes, 

B. removed h r n  its original location. 

Skniticant Dates 
1915-1916 

Significant Person (Camptete ilcrirmon B is marked) 

C .  birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanhg 
importance. Cultarrl Affiliation (Cornphe if Criterion D is markad) 

Q D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or smchlre. 

F a commemorative property 
krchitecnuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unlcnon 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Fxplain rhe sigmif~ance of the p m p w  on one or more cdnuation shectr.) 

9. Major Bibliographical Refcrances 

Bibliography 
(Crtc the books, articles, and other m e s  wed in preparing this form on mew more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (XI'S): 
preliminary detemination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 

U Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

desimated a Kational Historic Landmark 
Q recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recarded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Ofice 
Other Smte Agency 
Fedwal Agency 
h a !  Government 

[7i University 
Other 

Kame of repository: 
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Acreage of Propem Less than one 

UTM References 
(Place addilrortll UTM refmmces on a continuation sheet.) 

I 15 5874 84 3927766 
Zone ht ing h'orhing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dcscnbe theboundaries of Ihe property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
[Explain why thc hundarim ware s e l ~ e d  on a continua~on sheet ) 
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Sce continuation shca 

nameltitle PriscilIa Lee; Edited by Van Zbinden, National Register Historian, AHPP 

organization Arkansas Historic P m m i o n  Program date 12 December 2007 
street 22 number 323 Center Street, 1500 Tower Building telephone (501)324-98R0 

city or town Little Rock state .4R zip code 72205 

, ~itional nocnmentation 
54!\:rbit tlr: f n l l c w ~ ~ ~ g  timi ur:th the completed fom: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or I5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or wmmus resources. 

Photographs 

Representative Mack and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with !he SHPO or FpO for any additional kerns.) 

Property Owner 
(Crjl:~plete t h ~ s  itelm at thequmr of SHPO ar FPO ) 

name Priscilla Lee 
meet & number P 8 15 Lakeshore Drive telephone 

city or town Heber Springs state hR zip code 72543 

Paperwerk Reduction Act Sraament: Tkk infwmahm is being collected for appltcatiom to the National mister of Histwic Places to nomime properties for 
, .ng or determine el~grbilrty for Itstin& to ha pmpcrtics, and 10 mend exisling lisling. Response to rhis request is requrred to obtain a benefit in accordance 

the NationaE Historic Presemhon Act, as amended (16 U S.C 470 e! seo.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public repofling burden for this form is &mated to average 18.1 hwrs pcrnspome including tim for reviewing instructions, 
gathcriag and ma~ntalning data, and wcomplaing and reviewing the form. Direct commen~s regarding this burden =timate or my wt o f   ha f m  m the Chef, 
hdm~nisuat~ve Sewices Division, National Park Servicc, P 0. Box 37127, Washingtq DC 2001 3-7127; and the Ofificeof Mmapnent and Budget, Paperwork 
Reducnons Projects (1 024-0018), Washngton, DC 20303 
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Summary 

The Rector Mouse was built E 9 1 5-1 9 16 for Sam Rector. Rector was president of the Arkansas National Bank 
based in Reber Springs. The home is approximately 2,800 square feet and is of the Free Classic Queen Arne 
Style. 

Elaboration 

Sitting on the comer of West Quitman and South Sixth Streets in Heber Springs, the Rector House was built 
over a period of a year in 1915-191 6. The name of the builder and the architect of the home are unho'~vn. 

lilt in the Queen Anne style, the home typifies the Free Classic form of the Queen Anne style. The home 
,,ices north toward West Quitman Street and is four blocks south and east of the Clebume County 
Courthouse. The home sits on a large wmer Tot with well tended ornamental gardens on the front and east 
side. The Rector House is n frame construction, one-and-a-half story home, originally sided with ship lap 
siding. The roof is a gable on hip, clad with asphalt shingles. The foundation and porch piers are common 
bond brick. The foundation is solid with diamond shaped vents, raniniscent of English garden bond. 

Sam Rector, Jr., the home's second owner, installed asbestos siding on the home in 1955. Sam Rector, Jr., 
and his wife Pat lived in the home until 1960. The home continued in use as a single family dwelling until 
1982 when it was converted for use as a restaurant. An addition was made on the rear of the home to 
accommodate a larger commercial kitchen. This addition is clad in the same asbestos siding as the rest of the 
home; a sizeable stockpile was found in the garage. The later addition uses a set of original windows from 
the rear of the home as windows in the cast faqade. The home retains its original windows on the north, east, 
and west facades. The home also retains much of the original woodwork on both the exterior and interior of 
the home, 

North EIevatiodFront 

The Rector home is asymmetrical, indicative of the Queen h e  Style. The north elevation is comprised of 
two bays. On the west is a single bay fenestrated by one doublshung, one-over-one window. The north 
gable is cent& above this window. Additionally, the ha1 f story in the gable is fenestrated by one small 
stationary window with louvered insets on the left and risht. To the east is the second bay of the elevation. 

, ?is bay features a large porch with shed roof supported by three co11umns an bkck piers. Typifying the Free 
Llassic form of the Queen Anne styIe are the large classical columns and the lack of spindEe and gingbread 
work. The bay is fenestrated by one large, double-hung, one-over-one window and the front door. There is 
also a secondary entrance door to the right (or west) of the front door. Both doors are wood with large, single 
glass panes. Three concrete steps lead from the sidewalk to the porch. A single domer, slightly off center, 
punctuates the hip roof. The dormer features one stationary, arched, single-pane window with two sidelights. 
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West ElcvatiodSide 

Four bays make up the west elevation of the home. The north bay is fenestrated by one, double-hung, one- 
aver-one window. The second bay is slightly wider than the first and third bays. This bay is fenestrated by 
two double-hung, oneever-one windows. These two windows are adjacent md are centered in the bay. 
Above the second bay is the west gable, it tm features a stationary singIe-pane window with louvered 
sidelights: matching the north elevation gable. The third bay of the west side is fenestrated by two windows. 
Both are double-buns me-over-one windows. The north window is the smaller of the two windows. Both 
of these windows are narrower than the front windows. The fourth bay, the southern most bay, of the west 
-levation is the rear 1982 addition. This bay is fenestrated by two aluminum, double-hung, two-over-two 

Indows. This bay is clad in the same asbestos siding as the rest of the horne, A sizeable numbct of extra 
crates of the siding were found in the garage during construction of the addition. 

South ElevatiodRear 

The prominent feature of the rear elevation is the 1982 addition to the home. 1t sits on a common bond brick 
foundation with foundation venting to match that of the original home, The roof of the addition is flat and 
thus i t  does not detract h r n  the ~oofline and architectural detail of the original southern elevation. Two bays 
comprise the rear of the home. The west bay is the original rear of the home. This bay is fenestrated by one 
double-hung, one-over-one window. To the east is the second bay. This bay is the addition to the horne. It 
is fenestrated by a single metal, six panel, exterior grade door. There are no windows on the south elevation 
of the new addition. On the east edge of the original home is the south gable. Like the gable on the front this 
gable is off center from the home. It too has the single-pane, stationary window with louvered sidelights. 

East EIevatiodSide 

Facing South Sixth Street, this elevation has two bays. The southm bay is the later addition to the home. It 
is fenestrated by two double-hung, onaovm-one windows. These windows are original and were originally 
on the rear of the home and were moved to the addition. The primary bay of the east elevation is the large 
side porch. The porch extends across the whole of the east elevation. It features four classid c o h m s  on 
brick piers. The balustrade features turned balusters. Fenestrations on this elevation include a door an the 
qouthesn end of the bay, one large picture window forming part of a ribbon window for the dining mom, and r .single double-hung one-over-one window on the north side of the elevation. The large ribbon window 
features three double-hung, one-over-ene windows. A gable projection is centered above this window and 
features the same single window, louvered sidelight details as the north, west, and southem gables. 
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Interior 

The interior of the: home has been altcred very IittIe from its original appearance. All original hardwood 
floors are extant. The fourteen foot ceilings, crown molding, eight-inch baseboards, and all window trim are 
intact. All interior doors have operational transoms to facilitate airflow. There were nr.0 fireplaces and 
separate brick chimneys. These fi~pIaces have been sealed and are no longer in use. The upstairs was a 
large truck room used for storage. 

I'he Rector House retains good integrity. Though it has a later addition, this addition is not visible from the 
front of the home and, as was mentioned previously, the addition does not detract from, but matches the; 
architectural styling of the home and is clad in the exact same 1955 siding. The home retains all original 
windows, miltwork, and doors. The porch features the columns on brick piers, turned balustrades, and 
asymm&caF features of the Free Classic fom of the Queen Anne style. The Rector House is a good 
example of the Free Classic form in Heber Springs. 
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Summary 

The Rector House in Heber Springs was built in 19 I6 for Sam Rector, Sr., and his family. Sam Rector was a 
founder and president of the Arkansas National Bank of Heber Springs. The home is being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criteria C as a good example of the Free 
Classic form of Queen Anne architecture in the town of Heber Spring. 

Elaboration 

rn Rector came to Heber Springs in 1912 as a twenty-eight year old pharmacist. He moved to Heber 
qrings from Melbourne, Arkansas, about 60 miles north of the town. Rectos was a forward thinking 
individual from an established family that had the resources to hdp  him in his initial business endeavors. 
Though many believe Ms. John Bridwell was instrumental in persuading Sam Rector to move to Heber 
Springs to establish a business, Rector was attracted to Heber Springs because of the rapid growth in the area 
due to the Seven Medicinal Springs which were being touted as having "remarkable curative powers." 

Sam Rector opened the first drug store in town, located west of Gribble's Grocery at Second and Main 
Streets. He was also influential in chartering the Arkansas National Bank which was originally located in the 
old Robbins Motor Company. The bank was located at 21 I West Main Street until 1963, when it m o d  to 
its present location at Second and Main Street. In 1977, the charter was changed from a national bank to a 
state bank, and it is now known as the Heber Springs State Bank. It was, and still is, the largest bank in 
Cleburne County. 

The city of Heber Springs is literally built around '7 Springs Park,' and Rector's bank and pharmacy were 
within walking distance of the park. Heber Springs had already become wd 1 known as a tourist area, with 
the first promotional brochures being printed in 1866. By the time Mr. Rector located to the town in 1912, 
there were ten or eleven hotds s w i n g  the people who came to try out the miracle springs. He knew that 
there was a need for a drug store and a bank, and with help from his family, Sam Rector was able to build the 
first drug store and bank in Hebet Springs. The town was known as a place where travelem found gracious 
hosts and goad accommodations in food and lodging. The climate and relaxing atmosphere of the hotels and 
the pleasant park made people feel better regardless of any effect the mineral waters may have had on their 

( alaria or mhitis, 
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Max Frauenthal owed the property where the springs were located, and where the park was built, and in 
1907, Frauenthd deeded the property to the city ofHeber Sprjngs. He specified "free use of the park for 
everyone for the purpose of drinking water." That way, fithe waters could never be put to m m e r c i d  use. It 
is still that way today, with hundreds of people corning every week to draw containers of water from the 
seven different wells in the park. 

In addition to his bank and pharmacy, Mr. Rector was a speculator in the oil well business. Heber Springs, 
like much of Arkansas, had an oil rush in the early 1920s and much of the land in and around Hebm Springs 
was leased. Sam Rector and his partner, Pink Maby, purchased an old school house east of Heher Springs 

, ar Wilburn and all the land around it. Rector, it has been said, always thought there was oil underneath the 
,land. However, nothing ever came of the oil tush. There was one well drilled near Rector's land to m u n d  
2,400 feet but no oil was found. Though oil was never found, if he still owned it, Rector's Iand would be 
worth a lot these days, since natural gas has been found in the area around Heber Springs. 

As a successfuI druggist, real estate buyer, and president of the Arkansas State Bank, Rector was a. prominent 
man in the community. He built his home near the county courthouse, city square, and main business 
district. Though we do not know if he hired an architect, nor whom he chose to build his home, the choice of 
the Free Classic form of the Queen Anne style was Rector's statement of his importance to the community. 
There are no other homes on Quitman of the Free Classic, Queen Anne style. The majority of homes are 
second or third generation housing stock consisting primarily of modern post war homes. 

Mr. Sam Rector's son, Felts Rector, carried on his father's tradition in the bank after his fa thds  death in 
1950, and the town took another phenomenal growth spurt. In 1963, President John F. Kennedy came to 
Heber Springs to dedicate: a dam which formed Greers Feny Lake. The town of Heber Springs began a boom 
in population as thousands of people came to Weber Springs. However, these people were not just tourists. 
Many came from the Memphis, Tennessee, area and purchased weekend homes in Heber Springs. Felts 
Rector was very active in dablishing financing for this influx of individuals. The popuIation of Heber 
Springs doubled from 2,265 before the lake was established to 5,000 in 1978. It has leveled off at the prtsent 
time to 6:200 permanent residents, but swells to over 20,000 on the weekends during summermonths. Felts 
Rector tended the financial needs of the lake area community of Heber Springs until his retirement, Felts 
Rector is still Y- active in community affairs, and lives adjacent to the Rector House. 
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After the Rector family sold their home, the Rector House was a top-razed restaurant for many years, being 
noticed by several publications, including Southern Living. The lake area residents and tourists came from 
neighboring states to try the Italian fare served at the 4 star restaurant. When the restaurant owner, Katherine 
Ramsey, died the Rector House became a wrnrnercial office, Renovation began in 2005 to restore the home 
to its original beauty and it is now again a private residence. 

Statement of Significance 

The Rector House in Heber Springs was built in 1916 for Sam Rector, Sr. and his family. Sam Rector was a 
if under and president of the Arkansas Sationd Bank of Heber Springs until 1950. The home is being 

nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criteria C as a good 
example of the Free Classic form of Queen Atme architecture in the town of Heber Springs, 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Lots 1,2, & 3 of Block 77 in the West Addition of the town of Heber Springs. 

Boundary Justification 

This boundary includes all the land historically associsrted with the Rector House. 














