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The Clebume County Couzthouse in Heber Springs, Arkansas, fs a two-storey 
brick structure of Jeffersonian Revival style. Constructed in 1914, the . 
building was designed by arch i t ec t  Clyde A. F e r r e l l  and contracted by 
A- M. Bymes. The building contains 188,734 cubic feet and was buil t  at 
a cost of $65,000.  

. .  . 
The ' ~leburne Cbmty Courtliouse is a well-balanced s t m c t k ' e  featuring a 
recessed center bay. Tne facade and rear elevation are i d e n t i c a l  in 
ap?earance- The center  bay of the flat-roofed building is marked by an 
octagonal-shaped done w i t h  arched, louvered air v e n t s .  The frieze of t h e  
dome is marked by a band of wood which follows the arched s h a p  of the 
a i r  vents. The dore also features a dentiled cornice. Rn octagonal- 
shaped roof of imbricated wood shingles is surmounted by an octagonal- 
shaped cupola. 

~ x t e n d i n ~  around the entirs butlding at the fr ieze  l i n e  is a t iered  band 
of bricks, A dent i l ed  cornice a l s ~  extends around the building. The 
four corners of each of the t w ~  projecting bays are marked by brick quoins. ' -  

C'r.ar3c?eyls'i ic of Z:'~Z J E ~ ~ F Z T S S ~ ~ ~ ~ I  s tyL;?,  Lhe ?s ir !&* .~~  are s?;r-ligS.t ta~o;le9. 
First-?+oar windows feature cost- s tone l u g s i l l s  and lintels , windsr~s 
at the secand-storey l eve l  have lugsills but  no l i n t e l s .  

The centra l  feature of the facade is a two-storey, pdimnted portico. 
5uppoL,c2 by four large Doric-capital colwns, the pedhent of the  portico 
featurss a dantiled cornice and a centered circular window in a grid 

. pat tp .3 .  The three-bay-vride portics lends an effect of w e i g h t  and massive- 
ness to the building.  

. - 
The nor th  and south  elevations of the b u i l d i n g  fea ture  a bay 
which contains at: the first-floor l eve l  a double door, abavs vrhie'h is 
located a semi-circular s t i l t e d  f a n l i t e  and, at: the secor~d-storey l e v e l ,  
a double winduw. 

Noteworthy deta i l s  of the  interior inc lude  patterned ceramic f loor  t i l e s ,  
~arble  wainscottingr stam>=? metal ceilings in ommenta l  patterns and 
marble s taimays with decorative iron ra i l ings .  

Some i n t e r i o r  office spaces haw5 undergone remodslling and part i t iming 
for changing of £ice needs, In 1975 t he  windows were modernized 2nd the 
d ~ m e  and portico pedirn2nt painted  in cont ras t ing  brown and 

The Clebume County Courthour.= regally comnands a position in thc center 
of l i ebr  Springs. 111 qoocl c o n d i t i o n ,  the building is one of th2 core 
architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  courthouses in Arlcansas. 
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Tie large st number of a r c h i k e ~ t ~ a l l y  s i ~ i  f icant public buildings in 
Rrkansas are the courthouses scattered over the s t z t e  ' s seventy-five 
count ies .  A structural symbol of Rwrican g o x ~ m n e n t ,  the courthouse 
serves as t he  center  of local polft ieal  activity. Often the largest 
and most costly building in the  corrnty, ths courthouse is almst always 
a source of pride to the c i t i zens  who financed and make use of its 
facilities. 

f Cleh l~me  CQ?:~-.~.~-,.I cons is t s  of 619.2 s.;aF.re i-iles. It . - C ~ S  cr'lzta2 F~brcz-  ZC. 
lGi3, tine sevzzty-fif  5-1 mwlt-y ta 5: forred i n  th? ;tc:te. The CG&;L; 

named for Genera l  Pa t r i ck  R. Cleburner who entered t h e  Confederate Array 
in 1861 as Colonel of the  F i r s t  Arkansas In f an t ry  and attained the rank 
of Major General. 

The history of Cleburne County a-d Heber Springs, the eounty seat ,  runs 
parallel. to a considerable ex-tent to t h e  biograptty o£'hlax "Frauenthal. : 
Fsauenthal served as an ap~reatice in t h e  furrier trade in Germany beEoxe 
i d g r a t i n g  to Hew Orleans, Louisiana, in 1851. Re serired 'as a Colonel 
in the Confederate A m y  of North Virginia before s e t t l i n g  in Conway County 
and then Faulkner County, Arkansas, in 1811. He es tab l i shed  himsel f  as 
a cotton planter and evolved into a wealthy nerchant. 

In 1880, Frauenthal, along with t en  other men, purchased 7,000 acres oE 
land in Van Buren Coun ty .  Frauenthal  invested m o r e  than half of the  
$10,000 paid the  or ig ina l  owner. 

Frauenthal planned and laid out a town called Sugar Loaf, beginning in 
1883. Also in 1893 he began gathering su2pcrt f o r  t h e  fsxr,~ation of a 
new county. In t he  sane year that Cleb-e C o u ~ t y  nas formed from Land 
in Van Buren and F ~ o n e  Counties, Frausnthal donated a franz building to 
be used as the county courthouse. A t  the same t i m ?  he donated n jail 
and the land an which t he  jail x i ~ d  courthouse stood. 

e In 1910 t h e  n a m  of Sugar Loaf changed to Heb~r, then finally'to Ilzber : 

Springs, Heber Springs was nared a f te r  HoSer Jones, son c?f John T, Jones, : 

the  owner of Spring Park in the dor:mto;.a area of the city. 5"ne or ig ina l  
name, Sugar Loaf, was inspired by the proxkmity of nearby S u ~ a r  Loaf 
Mountain,  which is cz,pp~,d by a striking reztangula-c xess of stor.rt, 
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In-1914 under a Mad issue, money was provided for construction of a n 4 w  
county courthouse and t w o  bridges. The old courthouse was moved across 
t h e  street and made i n t o  a h o t e l  where it stood for several years beLCore 
being destroyed by fire. The 1914 courthouse was conplcted at a cost of  
$65,000 and stands as the most impressive building in the county, 

The Cle5urne County Courthouse is a two-storey structure  of Jeffersonian 
Revival style. It is a well-balanced, rectangular s t n ~ c t u r e  featuring a 
recessed center bay. The facade and rear elevat ion are i d e n t i c a l  in 
a27earance- These two elerrations are each narked by a massive two-storey 
portico supported by four large ~or i c - cap i t a l  columns. Thc pediments 
of the por t ico  fea ture  dentiled cornices. 

Trip, cer i te r  5-1'1. 3E tke f lat-roofed S:i l2inq is markedr by a octag3nal-  
s:-~a;>zd Eozs x i t h  ca2sla. CIE r33: 0: S~?C a332 is of i l~3r icated X O C ~  

shingles - 
- .+ 

:Coteworfay i n t e r i o r  de ta i l s  i n c l d e  pat terned ceramic floor t i l e s ,  marble 
wainseok t t ing  and staimays 2nd stamged metal ceilings. 

Areh i t eexra l l y  the  Cleburne County Cour'touse is a significant his tor ical  
structurl. Located on a square in the center of to-m, the courthouse is- 
still V E Z ~  much a social center as well as a political and govexmental 
center in the comunity. Many of Cleburne County's historic structures 
were destroyed by a series of tornadoes in the  first two decades of the 
twentieth century. Remarkably, the courthouse has survived thz s t o r m s ,  
and this fact only iacreases the historical value and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of the 
Cleburne County Courthouse. 
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