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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1909 the Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station was built near down-—
town Warren. Two years later this depot building was heavily damaged by a
fire; much of the bullding was destroyed. By the end of 1911 the depot had
been rebuilt on the same site at a cost just under $6,000.00,

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station is a two-storey frame structure
with a large one-storey warehouse extending from the rear elevation. A

gable roof extends above the warshouse to cover the loading decks along-side
both the north and socuth elevations. The building is cream-colored with dark
red trim. :

The two-storey section of tha railway station has a hip roof with shed-rocof
dormers on the sonth, east and north elevations. The first storey is
sheathed in narrow clapboard while the second storey and the dormers are
covered with rectangular shingles. The paired windows have plain trim on
both storeys, but those on the lower floor have arched fanlights above

each pair. : :

Extending across the facade is a one-storey porch roof supported by three

— brackets. Twin entries are located on either side of the facade. Each

entry has rectangular sidelights above panelling and a wide transom with
rectanqular lights.

Projecting from the north elevation is a one-storey, -three-sided bay.

Secondary entries set in semi-circular arches are located at the west end

of both the north and south elevations. The north entry has double doors, while
the south entry has a single door with sidelights on the east side of the

door. Both entries on the side elevations have fanlight transoms.

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station rests on its original site
along-side the short=line railroad tracks in Warren. Railroad offices
still occupy the upstairs and rear portions of the building; however, the
origina) waiting room now houses an arts and crafts shop. The building has
been in continual use since its construction and remains in very good
condition. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station was constructed in 1909.
Following a destructive fire, most of the frame building was rebuilt in
1911. This architecturally interesting structure is also significant
for the role it played in the economic development of Bradley County.

Tracks for the Warren and Cuachita Valley were laid over the site
surveyed for the first railroad chartered in Arkansas. On August 12,
1852, the Arkansas General Assembly granted a charter te the Mississippi,
Cuachita and Red River Railroad. This railroad was planned to cross south
Arkansas from Ferguson's Point on the Mississippi River to Fulton near
the Texas border. Though the entire route was cleared and the roadbed
graded, no usable tracks were ever laid by the company. Engineering

W difficulties, health problems caused by summer heat and mosquitos, and
financial troubles all combined to prevent the Mississippi, Ounachita and
Red River Railroad from ever completing its proposed track.

In 1899 a portion of the track graded by the Mississippi, Ouachita and

Red River Railroad was incorporated into the track Jaid by the Warren

and Ounachita Valley. Thus, a portion of track planned by Arkansas' first
chartered railroad was finally put in service some 50 years after the
charter was issued. The Warren and Ouachita Valley was originally intended
to link Warren and Camden; however, difficulty in laying track through the
marsh land forced cessation of the line at Banks.

The Warren and Ouachita Valley track was built to serve the lumber industzry

in Bradley County. The sixteen-mile railroad was incorporated and built

by two of the principal lumber companies in Warren, the Arkansas Lumber Company
and the Southern Lumber Company. The xailroad, which linked Warren with the
Rock Island Railroad at Banks, was designed to supply the two large lumber
mills belonging to the Arkansas and Southern Lumber Companies. In addition

to serving the lumber industry, the Warren and Quachita Valley Railway was

also used as a passenger line from its opening in 1899 until just after
World War II.

The depot for this short-line railroad consists of a two-storey frame structure,
with a large one-storey warehouse extending from the rear elevation. Shed-
roof dormers project from the hip roof on the front and side elevations, A

W One-storey porch roof extends across the facade and covers the twin entries.
Narrow clapboard is used to cover the first-storey walls; rectangular shingles
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cover the second storey and dormers. - Semi-fircular arches on the side
elevations and a one~storey bay on the second storey are especially
Iinteresting features.

In 1248, Rock Island Railrecad purchased the Warren and Ouachita Valley
Railway. Though passenger service ended at that time, commexcial
service has continued. The depot waiting rooms are now occupied by

an arts and crafts shop, with the Rock Island offices located in the
upstairs and rear portions of the building, Two fireproof vaults on
the ground floor hold records dating back to 1899,

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Staticon is an architecturally
significant commercial structure in south~central Arkansas. The two-
storey frame depot is noteably different from the usual one-storey
- brick or frame depots built in most small Arkansas towns in the early
twentieth century. The building is also important as a local landmark
representing the commercial history of the Bradley County area, and for
its assoeciation with the first railroad chartered in Arkansas.
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Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

NOV 191576

November 10, 1976

Mr. L, C. Hedger, Manager
WaOV Railway Station

325 West Cedar Street
Warren, Arkansas

Ra: WROV Railway Station
Warren, Bradley County

Dear Mr. Hedger:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the W&OV Railway Station which will be presented to the
Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting.. If approved, the

nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for
final consideration.

The National Register of Historiec Placas is a»liSting of historic sites, build-

ings, cbiects and districts from all acress the country that are worthy of preser-
vation. '

-

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner, It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects
that might affect a National Register property.

If you have any questions concerning the program or your property's nomination,
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter, Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appre-
ciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this
property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval is assumed.

Sincerely,

Baalrora U&mﬂuﬁq

Barbara Woodard
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

BW:emf

I approve of the above property being nominated
to the National Register of Historic Places.

Thark you for your sfforts. The Ngmination e greatly appreciated
“ww °  Comments:and hbpefully it will be added to"the register. The Depot. building
is approximately 90% original as bul}t in 1909 and is still in use as RR

offic Terrlbly run Zmn a% need of repairs but still sound.
Z’1f"ﬂ// //E?;;? s ; ot —" /ZELQQ@ ??%:%%z;;tféﬁbu/
(date)/ & / /{51gnatue)7{,/¢0¢y@£




