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 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

warren and ~uachita  Valley Railway Company - 

STREET L NUMBER 

325 West Cedar Street (L. C. Hedger, Resident ~anager) ! 1 
CITY. f OWN STATE . I 

warren . .- mansas i - VrClNm OF 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
In 1969 the warren and Ouachita Valley Railway station was buil t  near do& 
town Warren. T w o  years later this depot building was heavily damaged by a 
fire; much oE the building w a s ,  dastxogd. By the end of 1911 the d e s t  had 
been rebuilt: on the same site at a cost just under $6,000,00, 

T h e  w e n  and ~ ~ t a  vaILeY R~Uyldy SatFork is a two-S2areY f rame structure  
w i t h  a large one-storey warehouse extending from the rear elevation. A 
gable roof extends above the warehouse to cover the loading docks dong-side 
both the north and s w t h  elevations. The building is cream-colored with  dark 
red trim. 

The two-storey section of the railway s t a t i o n  has a hip roof w i t h  shed-roof 
I 

dormers on the south, east and north  elevations. The f i r s t  storey is 
sheathed in narrow clapboard while the second storey hnd the dormers are 
covered w i t h  rectangular shingles, The paired windaws have plain trim on 
both storeys, but ,those on the l o w e r  floor have arched fanlights above 
each pair.  

Extending across the facade is a one-storey porch roof supportd by three 
- %- brackets, Twin entries are located on either side of the facade. Each 

entry has rectangular s ide l ights  above panelling and a w i d e  transom with 
rectangular l ights .  - 

Projecting from t h e  north elevat ion is a one-storey, .three-sided bay. 
Secondary entries s e t  in sd-c ircular  arches are located at the west end 
of both the n o r t h  and south elevations. The north entry has double dwrs, while 
the south'entry has a single dmr w i t h  sidelights on the east side of the 
door, Both entries an the side elevations have fanlight transoms. 

The W m e n  and machita Valley Railway Stat ion rests on its axiginal site 
along-side the short-line railroad tracks in Warren. Railroad offices 
still occupy the upstairs and rear partions of the buildings however, the 
original w a i t i n g  room now houses an arts and crafts shop. The building has 
been in continual use s i n c e  its construction and remains in very g a d  
condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Sta t i on  was constructed in 1909. 
Following a destruct ive  fire, m o s t  of the frame building was rebuilt in 
1911. This architecturally interesting structure is a lso  siqnificant 
for the role it played in the economic development of Bradley County. 

Tracks for the Warren and maehita Valley were laid over the site 
surveyed for the first railroad chartered in Arkansas, On August 12, 
1852, the Arkansas General Assembly granted a charter to the Mississippi, 
Ouachita and Red River Railroad. This railroad was planned to cross south 
Arkansas from Fergusonvs Point on the Mississippi River to Fulton near 
the Texas border. Though the entixe route was cleared and the roadbed 
graded, no usable b a c k s  were aver laid by the company. Engineering 
difficulties, health problems caused by summer heat and mosquitas, and 
financial troubles a l l  combined to prevent the Mississippi, Ouachfta and 
Red River Railroad from ever compl-eting its proposed track.  

In 1899 a portion of the track graded by the Mississippi, h a c h i t a  and 
3 4  & i v a  Railroad was incorpoxatd into the tlcack Xaid by the Warren 
and Ouachita Valley.  Thus, a portion of track planned by Arkansas' first 
c h a r t e r e d  railroad was finally put in service some 50 years  after the 
charter was issued. The Warren and Ouachita Valley was originally i n t e n d 4  
to l ink  Warren and Camden; however, difficulty in laying track through the  
marsh land forced cessation of the l i n e  at Banks. 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley track was built to serve the lumber industry 
in Bradley County. The sixteen-mile railroad was incorporated and b u i l t  
by two of the principal lumber companies in Warren, t he  Arkansas Lumber Company 
and the Southern Lumber Company. The xailroad, which linked warren w i t h  t h e  
RoCk Island Railroad at Banks, was designed to supply t h e  two large lumber  
mills belonging to the Arkansas and Southern Lumber Companies. In addition 
to serving the lumber Andustry, the Warren and Ovachita Valley Railway was 
also used as a passenger line f r o m  its opening in 1899 until just after 
world war IX. 

The depot for th i s  short-line railroad consists of a two-storey frame structure, 
w i t h  a Large one-storey warehouse extending from the rear elevation. Shed- 
ruof dormers project from the hip roof on the f r o n t  and s ide  elevations. A 
one-storey porch rmf extends across the facade and covers the twin entries. 
Narrow clapboard is used to cover the  f i rs t -s torey  walls; rectangular shingles 



L 

FormNa 1&30(Ea . -,I 

;Am* 10.741 
' t 

lj N ITED STATES DEPARTXI tPiT OF THE I NTEK'tOR FOR MPS USE ONLY 
NATIONAL PARK SERVlCE 

J 

f (RECEIVED 

-, 
I'IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PZACES 
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

CONTI N U  ATION SHEET ~TEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 
I 
I 

arver €he s-d storey and doxmers,. Serd-kireular arches on the s i d e  
elevatbns and-a one-storey bay on tbe second storey are especially 
interesting features. 

In 1948, Rbck Island Railroad purchased the Warren and Ouachita Valley 
Railway. Though passenger service ended at that  time, commercial 
service has continued. The depot waiting r o o m s  are now occupied by 
an arts and crafts shop, with t h e  Rock Island offices located in the  
upstairs and rear portions of t h e  building, Two fireproof vaults on 
the ground floor hold records dating back to 1899. 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station is an architecturally I 
significant c o ~ r c i a l  structure in south-central Arkansas. The two- ! 
storey frame depot is n o t e a l y  different from the usual one-storey 
brick or frame depots bu i l t  in most small Arkansas towns in the  early 

1 
-- 

t w e n t i e t h  century, The bui ldhg  is also Important as a local landmark 
- representing the commercial history of the Bradley County area, and f o r  

its association with the first railroad chartered in Arkansas. I 





Arkansas State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1912-1913. 01. I Chicago: 
R. L. Polk and.Comapny, 1912. 

/ Hdger, L, C, (Station Manager). Personal interview at Warren and Ouachia 
Valley Railway Sta t i on ,  Warren, Arkansas, April 11, 1975. 

. Hull, C l i f t o n  E. Shortline Railroads of Arkansas, Norman, Oklahoma: University 
of Oklahoma Press, 1969. 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
' PRESERVATION PROGRAM NO\d I9 1976 

Suite 500, Continental Building. Main and Markham 
, . Little Rmk, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 332.2763 

November 10, 1976 

Mr. L, C. Hedges, Manager 
WsOV Railway Sta t ion  
325 West CeW S t r e e t  
Warren, Arkansas 

. . Ref W W V  Railway Station - 

Warren, Bradley County 

Dear Mr. Hedger: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Presenation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for the W&OV Rai lway Station which w i n  be presented to the 
Arkansas S t a t e  R e v i e w  Committee at their December meeting,. If approved, the 
nomination will be submitted to the ~at iana l '  Register office in Washington far 
f i n a l  consideration. 

The National Register af Xistoric Places is a l i s t i n g  of historic sites,  build- 
ings, objects and districts from a l l  across the country that axe worthy of preser- 
vation, 

/ . 
-m- 
't E n t r y  Fn t h e  National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 

owner. It does, however, provide protection through corrrment by the Advisory C o r n -  
e i l  on Historic Presentat ion from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects 
that  might affect a National Fkgister property. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or your property's nomination, 
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. P lease  complete the form below, sign and 
return the original to our office, The copy is for your files. We would appre- 
ciate receiving any corrrments you might have concerning the nomination of this 
property. Ef we do not  hear Prom you within 36 days, your approval is assumed, 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Wmdard 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Pxogram 

I approve of the &ove property being nominated 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Thaak you for y o u r  e f f o r t s .  The N g r e a t l y  appreciated 

f s approximately 905 ari 
. commentstand hhpeful ly  it will be added to The Depot buildin4 

? 


