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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
The Bailey House is the most architecturally interesting residence 
i n  t h e  south Arkansas community o f  Warren, When originally con- 
structed in the late n i n e t e e n t h  century t h e  house occupied a f u l l  
city b l o c k  with stables and o t h e r  out-buildings l o c a t e d  nearby; 
however, as the community grew, the spacious grounds became the  
site of new houses. The B a i l e y  House now occupies o n l y  a b o u t  
one-fourth o f  a c i t y  b l o c k .  

T h e  residence is a two and one-half s t o r e y  frame structure s u r -  
mounted by an  o c t a g o n a l  cupola .  The house is unusual in that it 
has  two facades a long  t h e  south and e a s t  elevations, meeting at 
t h e  s o u t h  e a s t  c o r n e r .  V h i . t e  clayboarcl w i th  narrow f lu s11  h a r d  
trim cnc loses  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  According t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, 
t h a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  house  i s  made o f  b r i c k s  wh ich  were once 
part  of an old Rrad ley  Coun ty  j a i l .  

The dominant f e a t u r e  o f  the B a i l e y  House is t h e  two storey 
angular  porch  l o c a t e d  at t h e  s o u t h  e a s t  c o r n e r .  Turned  balusters 
benea th  a wide  handrail s p a n  t h e  three p o r c h  bays on bo th  storeys. 
The lower f l o o r  has s p i n d l e  work t o  match t h e  b a l u s t e r s ,  w h i l e  
t h e  upper s t o r e y  has  a delicate bargeboard ,  T h e  t u r n e d  porch 
p o s t s  a r e  s e t  in s q u a r e  ba se s  and c a p i t a l s .  Brackets ca rved  in 
semicircle and c i r c u l a r  des igns  a r e  found a t  t h e  t o p  o f  each 
p o r c h  post.   lush boards  s e t  i n  vertical and horizontal patterns 

a semicircular o v e r l a y  a r e  found a t  t h e  secoxld ' s tokey l i n e  
on each bay o f  t h c  porch .  - - I 
Each o f  t h e  f o u r  e n t r i e s  opening o f f  t h e  p o r c h  h a s  a narrow 
decorative dpor  with colored  g l a s s  above the. lower' wood. ,panel .  
A transom with colored g l a s s  l i g h t s  i s  Located above each e n t r y .  
On the ground f l o o r  a s m a l l  oc tagona l  w i n d m  s e p a r a t e s  the two 
en t r i es ,  tlae second f l o o r  has a tall arched window s e t  in 
a rectangular f r a m e .  L i k e  t h e  d o o r s  and t r a n s o m s ,  b o t h  windows 
a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  s m a l l  lights o f  m u l t i - c o l o ~ e r l  glass. 

Above t h e  porch is a t r i m g u l a s  dormer s e t  i n t o  t h e  s l o p i n g  
octagonal roof. T h i s  p o r c h  r o o f  r i s e s  i n t o  t h e  c u p o l a  which has  
a c o n i c a l  r o o f  s u p p o r t e d  by e i g h t  t u r n e d  columns. A cross g a b l e d  
roof cove r s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l ~ o u s e  w i t h  a flat r o o f  over  t f ~ e  r ea r  
(west) a d d i t i o n .  

P r o j e c t i n g  slightly f rom * .he  c a s t  elevation is a one s t o r e y  
window b a y ,  'I'usned posts  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r loul)le windows 
s u p p o r t  t h e  b e l l - c a s t  roo: over t h i s  bay window. On the n o r t h  
elevation a two s t o r e y ,  t h r e e  s i d e d  bay p r o j e c t s  f rom t h e  wall ' 

su r face  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  A clccora tkvc  f l u s h  boa rd  p a n e l  l i e s  bcncath I 
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each o f  t h e  six windows.  A drop  pendant marks t h e  j u n c t u r e  of 
t h e  heavily carved b r a c k e t s  above t h e  upper  end windows of t h e  
b a y ,  The gable end on  t h i s  n o r t h  bay i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  on the 
s o u t h  and e a s t  elevations, w i t h  a s u n b u r s t  s e t  i n  t h e  upper 
portion of  t h e  g a b l e .  Double windows benea th  t h e  broken r o o f -  
l i n e  are a l s o  found i n  t l ~ e s e  three gab le  ends.  
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The  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Ba i l ey  House i s  l e ss  o r n a t e  b u t  no less  
interesting than t h e  e x t e r i o r .  Tn t h e  main hallway, opening o f f  
t h e  lowcr e a s t  e n t r y ,  i s  a c i r c u l a r  stairway. Six paneled pos t ;  
separate the t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  and h a n d r a i l  as the stairway r i ses  
t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  I n t e r i o r  d o o r  and window t r i m  is h e a v i l y  
moulded w i t h  corner b l o c k s .  S e t  a b ~ v e  each corner block i s  a 
small cror \ rn- l ike  p i ece  o f  wood cut i n  a sunSurst p a t t e r n  remi- 
n i s c e n t  o f  t h a t  in t h e  g a b l e  ends .  

The orip,ji.nal brass  l~ardware i s  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e  downstairs w i t h  
i r o n  hardwnre u s e d  upstairs. The original upgrain p i n e  floors 
have recently b e e n  recovered w i t h  p a r k a y  t i l e .  C e i l i n ~  h e i g h t s  
o f  I1 feet on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e y  and 10 f e e t  on t h e  second a r e  
unaltered. 

The o n l y  major alteration t o  t h e  house  was made i~ 1973 when 
the one s t o r e y  r e a r  wing  was removed and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a two 
storey f l a t - r o o f e d  addition. The i n t e r i o r  is currently b e i n g  
repainted.anc1 r e p a p e r e d  by t h e  present owners, wllo a r e  a c t i v e l y  
work ing  to r e s t o r e  and  preservc tlze Bailey Ileuse. T h i s  signi- 
ficant B r a d l e y  County  structure remains in excel lent  condition. 
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About t h e  t u r n  of the cen tu ry  a druqgist in Warren, Arkansas, 
h u i l t  a large f r a m e  residence f o r  h ~ s  f a m i l y .  The two and one- 
h a l f  s t o r e y  B a i l e y  House is s t i l l  standing ancl is p r o b a b l y  t h e  
most architecturally i n t e r e s t i n g  house in nradley County.  Located 
w i t h i n  a block of the c o u n t y  courthouse, the B a i l e y  House is a 
well known landmark to res iden t s  of t h i s  s o u t h  Arkansas community. 

Except f o r  a modern t w o  storey addition on t h e  rear, t h e  Bailey 
House h a s  remained basically unaltered s ince  i t s  late nineteenth 
c e n t u r y  construction. The f a c a d e  is l oca ted  at t h e  sou t l l eas t  
corner  of  the housc,  where t h e  two s t o r e y  porch enc i rc les  the 
corner between t h e  s o u t h  and e a s t  b a y s .  Turned b a l u s t e r s ,  s p i n d l e -  
work  and lace-like bargeboard  o rnamcn t  t h i s  t h r ee  b a y  porch.  14 
second dominant f e a t u r e  i s  the octagoaa 1, cupola above the be1 1.-ca3t  
porch r o o f .  Though  of l a r g e  rlirnensions, t h e  house' h a s  an almost 
delicate appearence, . , I  . . I , . .. 
The man who b u i l t  this interesting residence was James Monroe 
R a i l e y .  I n  1 8 6 0  Ba i l ey  moved fro111 G e o r g i a  to B r a d l e y  Coun ty ,  
Arkansas, v i t h  h i s  father's f a m i l y .  Born in 1 8 4 4 ,  James M. Bailey 
was one of  Thomas J .  and Mary White Bailey's e i g h t  c l l i l d r en .  After 
her  husband's dcath  in 1 8 6 6 ,  Mrs. T .  J. Bailey made h e r  home w i t h  
h e r  son  James. 

I n  May, 1 8 6 2 ,  James M .  B a i l e y  volunteered f o r  service with 
Company C, F i f t h  Arkansas Regiment, CSA.  After being wounded 
n e a r  Macon, Georgia in 1 8 6 3 ,  he was captured  by Fede ra l  t r o o p s  
ncar Jonesboro, Georgia j n  f S G 4 ,  He was p a r o l e d  a t  t h e  end  of 
t h e  war and r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  Arkansas home. - . . ,  

A f t e r  t h e  war Bailey opened a drug store in Warren and built up 
a v e r y  successful business. H i s  s t o r e ,  l oca t ed  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  
o f  t h e  c o u r t l l o u s e  s q u a r e ,  was o n l y  about  two h l o c k s  f r o n ~  t h e  
large residence he l a t e r  built. 

Tire Bailey l l o u s e , w i t h  i t s  decorative porch and c u p o l a ,  i s  one o f  
the  most  a r c h i t e c t u a l l y  juteresting rcsidentiat structures i n  s o u t h  
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Arkansas. Built by a Warren druggist a b o u t  the turn o f  the 
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  Bailey Mouse i l l u s t r a t e s  b o t h  t h e  t a s t e s  and 
finances o f  a prosperous s ~ n a l l - t o w n  businessman. T h e  house  is 
an i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  landmark in t h e  Brad ley  County  area. 
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