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SbXMARY 
The ,Mt. Olive Rosenwald School i s  a one-storq., T-shaped building located in the small community of Mt. 
Olive in Bradley County. Arkansas, It was built in 1927 in the CoIanial Revival style. and was partially 
funded through a grant from the Julius RosenwaId Fund. The school rests on a continuous cast concrete 
foundation, and is crowned by a gable roof covered mainly with asphalt shinsles. The walls are currently 
covered with weatherboard. 

ELABORATION 
The Mt. Olive Rosenwald School is a one-story, T-shaped, frame building located in the small community of 
Mt. Olive in Bradley County, Arkansas. It was built in 1927 on the west side of Bradley Road 45 across 
from the Mt. Olive Church, and was partially funded through a g a n t  from the Julius Rosenwald Fund. It was 
one of five buildings built in Bradley County between t 922 and 1927 that were partially funded through the 
bsenwald Fund. 

The building rests on a continuous cast concrete foundation, and is o f  frame constnrction. The walls are 
covered with weatherboard. The gable ioof is mainly covered with asphalt shingles, although a portion on 
the auditorillm wing is covered with a standing seam metal roof, A recessed porch wi tfi front facing gable is 
located at the main entrance to the building. 

The interior of the building was built with two classrooms, a small library, and an auditorium. Each 
classmorn occupies one side of the side gable section, while the auditorium is located in the rear wing. In 
addition to the main entrance, entrances are aIso located on the north and south sides of the auditorium wing. 

FrontEast Faqade 
The front faqade of the building i s  symmetrical in design and is focused arour~d the main entrance and the 
recessed front porch. The front entrance contains a pair of wood panel doors, and is flanked on each side by 
a pair ofwood-framed. double-hung, six-over-six windows, which appear to be original to the building. 
Benches also flank the main entrance. Above the fmnt porch is a front facing gabIe covered in vertical wood 
siding with cornice returns at the ends of the roof slopes. An octaganal attic vent is located in the center of 
the gable. The gable is supported 'by two square, wood posts evenly spaced across the recessed porch. 

On either side of the recessed porch, the faqade contains hvo hvo-over-two windows. The current windows 
are replacements that are the same width, but shorter in height, than the originat windows. In addition, a wall 
mounted air-conditioning unit is located between the two windows in the northem third of the fa~ade. 

->Side/North Faqade 
The north side of the classroom portion of the building originally had two groups of three Iarge ivindows, 
located slightly left of center. The original windows have been replaced, and some of the openings current1 y 
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have two-over-two windows, which are much shorter than the original windows. Part of one window also 
has a stovepipe coming out of it. Even though the windows have been replaced, the outline of the original 
windows i s  very evident. A rectangular louvered vent is Iocated in the gable peak, and provides ventilation 
to the attic space. In addition, cornice returns exist at the ends of the roof slopes. 

The north side of the auditorium wing is fenestrated by three groups af three large windows. As with the 
windows on the north side of the classroom wing, the original window-s have been replaced, and two-over- 
two windows currently occupy some of the openings. Again, even though the windows have been replaced, 
the outline of the origina1 windows is very evident. To the west of the groups of windows is an entrance into 
the auditorium wing. A flight of steps leads up to the door, and a shed-roofed awning with wood knee braces 
on each side shelters the entrance. At the west comer of the auditorium wing is the location of a single 

. window, which is currently boarded up. Part of the north slope of the auditorium wing roof is covered in 
i .tanding-seam metai. 

RearlWest Faqade 
The rear fagade of the building has no fenestration, although a rectangular lotwered vent is located in the 
gable peak of the auditorium wing, prokiding ventilation to the attic space. As with the other gables on the 
building, cornice returns exist at the ends of the roof slopes. 

SidelSouth Faqade 
The south side of the classroom portion of the building originally had hvo groups of three Iarge windows, 
located slightly right of center. The original windows have been replaced, and the openings currently have 
two tm-o-over-two windows. which are much shorter than the orignal windows. Even though the windows 
have been replaced, the outline of the original windows is very evident. A rectangular louvered vent is 
located in the gable peak, and provides ventilation to the attic space. Again, cornice returns are present at the 
ends of the roof slopes. 

The north side of the auditorium wing is fenestrated by three groups of thee Iarge windows. As with the 
windows on the north side of the classroom wing, the origmal windows have been replaced, and two-over- 
two windows currently occupy some of the openings. Again, even though the windows h a v e  been replaced, 
the outline of the original windows is very evident. To the west of the groups of windows is an entrance into 
the auditorium wing. A flight of steps leads up to the door. and a shed-roofed awning with ~ v o o d  knee braces 
on each side shelters the entrance. At the west comer of the auditorium wing is the location of a single 

, rindow, which is currently boarded up. - 
Integrity 
The Mt. Olive RosenwaId School has reasonably good integrity. The major change to the exterior of the 
building since it was constructed is the replacement of the windows with windows that do not match the 
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original size. However, it i s  still possible to see the size of the original windows. Even though the windows 
have been replaced. it is still easy to recognize the building as a school. In addition, there have been no 
additions to the building that have obscured the two classroom and auditorium plan of the building. The fact 
that hit. Olive has always been in a rural part of Bradley County, and remains so today. aIso alIotrfs the 
setting around the ME. Olive Rosenwald School to reflect its period of significance. 



Mt. Olive Rosenw-ald School Bradlev Countv. .4rkansas 
Name o f  Property County dnd Srale 

United States Department of the Interior 
I dational Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

SUMMARY 
The Mt. Olive Rosenwald School is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places wirh local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with education in Mt. Olive and Bradley County. 
Additionally, it is significant as a part of Julius Rosenwald's Eegacy as the foremost benefactor to Negro 
education i n  the South. 

ELMQRATTQPi 
Contrary to common belief, the education of many southern black Americans took place on southern 
plantations while many were staves. Some masters allowed a few of their slaves to become skilled workers 
or artisans by permitting them to be apprentices or employees of craftsmen outside the plantation. In fact, it 
was quite profitable for the plantation to have a number of skilled sIaves in order to avoid having to hire 

, lxpensive mechanics, craftsmen. machinists, seamstresses, etc. Education was also taking place among the 
I hildren, often without the master's knowledge. Many af the children of the masters thought i t  quite 

amusing to play "school" and teach the slave children haw to read and do math. To [he cl~ildren i t  was a 
game, but in actuality it was part of the beginning of the bIack education movement in the South'aRer the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. In fact, many slaves were able to use their talents and skiIls to gain 
their manumission, or to do enough work outside the plantation to buy their way out of slavery. 

After the Emancipation Proclamation and the flight of the blacks to northern cities, many religious 
organizations and ed~ication-oriented groups realized the need for education among the black refugees. 
Plantation life had left many blacks unable to cope with life in the city or with finding jobs. Benevolent 
societies sprang up in cities such as Boston, Chicago, New York, Cincinnati, and Philadelphia in 1862-1 863. 
Together with church organizations, they provided food, clothing, religious leaders, money, and teachers for 
the newcomers- Church organizations were the leaders in the freedman3s school system in its beginning 
stages. At the forefront of the religious groups was the American Missionary Association, organized in I849 
to operate Christian missions and educational institutions at home and abroad. Other religious groups 
included The Baptist Church, North (or Home Mission Society), the Freedman's Aid Society, and the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church; a great deal of the money and supplies these groups 
provided were dispensed through the Union Arrriy. In March 1862, the New England freed man"^ Society, 
along with General Edward L. Pierce and numerous other educators, initiated the Port Royal Experiment. 
The Experiment involved developing the economy, directing blacks to economic independence, and 
organizing schools. 

, I 1 863 the Freedman's Inquiry Commission suggested the creation o f  a government agency to deal 
-=ipecifically with the care of the freedmen. In 1 865 Congress passed an act creating the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, othenvise known as the Freedmen's Bureau. The Bureau was useful 
because i t  committed the United States to the task of caring for the freedmen, and because it made that care a 

part of the official structure by which the South was being controIled. Even though the Freedmen's Bureau 
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was able to remedy many of the flaws of the relief programs for the freedmen, i t  was the strongly motivated 
individuals of the religious groups and benevolent organizations that were main1 y responsible for the 
education ofthe blacks. These individuals were for the most part devout Christians and well-trained teachers 
from New England. 

One of the zealous individuals that became one of the most significant figures in southern black education 
was Julius Rosenwald. Rosenwald was quite successful as a businessman, but his philanthropic work has 
always overshadowed his financial success. He entered the clothing business in New York in 1 878. h 1595 
he invested $35,000 in the stock of Sears, Roebuck, and Company, and in less than thirty years i t grew into 
% 150,000,000. He became president of the mail-order firm in 19 10 and then chairman in 19475. During the 
years Rosenwald was most active as a philanthropist, Sears and Roebuck expanded into the retail chain-store 

". "rusiness, and he was actually absent horn the company from 19 16 to 1919. As early as 191 0, Rosentvald 
t _ ;as a trustee of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama and made gifts on behalf of the rural school movement to the 

Institute, primarily through close contact with Booker T. Washington. His funds made possible the erection 
of six teen YMCA buildings and one YMCA building for bIacks. This stimulated gfts fmm others for 
similar projects in many cities in both the North and South, including the financial support for a large black 
housing project in Chicago. Rosenwald was active in a number of Jewish organizations and granted 
substantial financial support to the National Urban League. Nso, he u7as appointed a member of the Council 
on National Defense and served as chairman of its committee on supplies, 

In 1917 Rosenwald established the Julius RosenwaId Fund. This fund was destined to attract more money to 
the benefit of black education than any other philanthropic undertaking to this date. The fund's broad 
purpose was for the betternlent ofmankind irrespective of race, but it was aimed more specifically at creating 
more equitable opportunities for black Americans. Unlike many charily organizations, the Rosenwald Fund 
was to only help a school if the community, blacks and whites alike, had raised some of the money 
themselves; however, the black community usually provided the labor. Roserlwald and the directors of his 
trust first directed their attention toward building rural schools, later toward high schools and colleges, and 
finally toward the providing of grants and fellowships to enable outstanding blacks and whites to advance 
their careers. Not only did the RosenwaId Fund help to build rural schooIs, i t  was also responsible for a 
number of buildings and libraries on college campuses. The directors of the tnlst were also involved to n 
certain extent in the direction of the curriculum at all levels of education. Their emphasis was on the 
educational needs of country children. They maintained that some vocational skills were necessary, as were 
the ability to do some math, to read and write clearly, to have some understanding of biological processes and 

inning, and to understand the fundamentals of sanitation and health. 
L- 

State records indicate that when the fund ceased activity in 1948, it had aided in the building of 3 89 school 
buildings (schools, shops, and teachers' homes) in 45 counties in Arkansas. The total amount contributed by 
the fund was $1,952,441. The state or counties owned and maintained all of the schooIs, and the land was 
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usually donated by a white landowner. In Arkansas, R. C. Childress of Little Rock was the Rosenwald 
Building Agent. ChilSress was the first degree graduate of Philander Smith College and was the second 
black person to work for !Re state Education Department. He dedicated his life to education and, 
consequently, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff has named Childress Hall for him, and the high 
schools in Wynne and Nashville were named for him. 

The Mt. Olive School is one of five Rosenwald-funded buildings that were constructed in Bradley County 
between 1922 and 1927, and it is the only two-classroom school built in the county. With two classsoorns~ i t  
was also the largest school built in rural Bradley County. (Only the West End School in Warren, the county 
seat, was larger, with four ~Iassrooms.) The RosenwaId budget allotment for Arkansas reached its peak 
during the 1926- 1427 cycIe with a total af $37,200, which included a p a n t  of $700 for Mt. 01 ive. 

\he -- <. plan of rhe Mt. Olive School does not appear to have used a standard plan offered by the Rosenwald 
Fund. However, buildings constructed using Rosenwald funds were not required to use the standard pIans. 
The only requirement was that whatever plan was used had to be approved by the Fund. Even though the _Mt. 
Olive School does not use a standard plan, certain elements of the design do resemble characteristics found 
on designs offered by the Fund. For example, the recessed front porch and auditorium wing on the rear of the 
building were features found on designs for four, five, seven, and ten-room schools. Standard plans offered 
by the Rosenwald Fund that featured these design elements were specified to face east or wrest only, which 
enabied direct sunlight to flood the classrooms and provide bright learning environments. Like those plans. 
the Mt, Olive School faces east in order to take advantage of the maming sun. 

The totai cost of construction for the Mt. Olive School was $3,100. Of that cost, S50Q came fro111 Negro 
contributions, $1,900 came from public contributions, and $700 came from the Rosenwald Fund. Unlike 
many buj Idings built, there were no white contributions. At $3,190, the Mt. Olive School was one of the 
more expensive two-room school buiIdings funded in the 1926- 1927 budget. (The cheapest two-room school 
built that budget cycle cost $1,950 and the most expensive cost $4,000.) 

The Mr. OIive Rosenwald School was actually the second building erected on the site. It supplemented an 
earlier building that contained additional classrooms, and used to stand behind it. According to a former 
student of the school, the 3.25 acres of land around the school was originally cleared, but did not have any 
other site features (i.e., baseball field) that were sometimes found at other Rosenwald schools. However, a 
spring was located on the property behind the building, which provided drinking water for the students. 

'I - f i e  PAL Olive Rosenwald School provided classes for students up through the 1 oth grade, after which 
students went to Warren, approximately thirteen miies to the north, to finish high school. h addition to the 
two classrooms and auditorium, the building also had a smalI library for the students. Although it is not 
presently known when the building was last used as a school, it was still a school as late as 1949. 
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-4fter the school closed, the building became a comrnrmity center for the surrounding area in subsequent 
years. Amorrs other activities the building hosted quiltins parties, and the women of the area would often 
bring baked goods for hnctions and events at the center. In recent years, though, the building has nor been 
used, and has started to fall into disrepair. However, it is the desire of people in the area to try and restore the 
building and have ir serve once again as a meeting place and center for the surrounding community. 

Schools, especiaIEy Rosenwald Scbools, along with churches were often the centerpieces ofa  community, 
and it was no exception in Mt. Olive. Located across the road from the community's church, the MI. Olive 
Rasenwald School was the center of life in this rural Bradley County settlement not only while i t  was a 
school, but for several years after. Although it is currently not used, it is still hoped that it will again be able 
to serve as the community center for the area. Even in f ts present condition, as the last known remaining 
Rosenwald building in Bradley County, the Mr. Olive Rosenwald SchosI is a rare and tangible reminder of 
h e  philanthropic legacy of Julius Rosenwald. 

.> 

STATEWENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . 

The Mt. OIive Rosenwald School is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for i ts association with education in Mt. Olive and Bradley County. 
Additional13 it is significant as a part of Julius Rosenwald's legacy as the foremost benefactor to Mego 
education in the South. 
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VERBAL BOUYDARY DESCRIPTION 
The YIt. Olive Rosenwald School is located in the north part of the NW X ,  N'bT I / ,  of Section 8, Township 1 5 
South, Range 9 West. 

BOUNDARY XSTIFIICATION 
The bounday contains the land that is historIcalIy associated with the Mt. Olive Rosenwald School. 












