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SUMMARY 

Situared on two lots, the Evans-Kirby house, located at 61 1 South Pine Street in Harrison. Arkansas. is a 
charming example of Queen Arne style architecture. Constructed in 1895 for Dr. E. L, Evans and sold to Dr. 
F.B. Kirby in 1906, the house exhibits fine detail in both interior and exterior workmanship. 

The home rests on a Sandstone fo~indation and contains a partial basement that houses the originaI cistern 
and current heating tmit. I t  is sheathed in weatherboard siding and topped wit11 an asphalt roof. which was 
placed over the original shake-shingles. The most prominent features of the two sfory Queen Anne style 
house is the five-gabled roof, adorned with elabora~e spindlework which also traiIs across the fayade of the 
front and side porches. The porches are encased in period spindles and railings. 

There are two historic oulbuildings on the property, a large lofed barn and a detached garage. The barn was 
?~sed to house the conr. hunting dogs, and surrey. The garage is constructed on top of the original smoke 
cellar. which is sti 11 accessible. 

ELABORATION 

The Evans-Kirby Mouse is located in the Hopper Addition. Its five gables and ornate trim distinguish the 
Victorian house from others in the nei~hborhood. Four of the five dormers are identical in design, yet the 
sizes vanr. Spindle-work trim covers much of [he exterior. found around the porches, w+ndo~vs and even the 
roof. On the interior, the woodwork is elaborately cawed and grooved. with wide baseboards lining the 
walls. The ceilings in the downstairs are thirteen feet high with near floor-to-ceiling windows, which have 
sills eight inches wide. 

Originally the house had on1 y one story, but through [he years it became inadequate to house four active 
children. so an upstairs was opened up for bedrooms. A stairway was built in back of the house, and Iater a 
second was built in the Front, .A formal parIor was EO the left of the front entrance, but a wall which separated 
the room was removed. This became known as "the remodel of 1920." In 1986, the kitchen entrance to the 
forn~aI din in^ - room was moved from the center of the wall to the south end. to allow for cabinet space in the 
kitchen. 

West Elevation 

- -. 
'he house faces tvest toward Pine Street. The front of the building contains two dormers, one larger than the 

- other, both located on the second floor. The northernmost dormer has detailed scrollwork on the apron of the 
gable and contains three sunburst patterns bordering the top and top-half sides of a one-over-one double-hung 
windotv. The inset of the dormer hm both fish scale arid diamond shingles, continui~*~g to tl-~e roof, A smaller 
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window on the south end on the front echoes the same design, but contains a small window that swings in 
and fastens up to the interior ceiling. 

The cornice across the front porch roofline contains nineteen brackets. The lower front boasts a larse porch 
outIined with railings and spindles. Across the Front trim of the roof line, spindle work outIines the cut-out 
flower design in the corners to the turned support post. A walkway from rhe srreet Ieads to two Iarge stone 
steps to the porch. The wood-planks of the porch ff oor nln adjacent to the front door, which is crafted of dark 
Mahogany u~ood carved in detail, with a brass mail slot. The front dispIays three double-hung one-over-one 
outset (bay) windows. One is at the comer and ttw underneath the porch roof, followed by the door. Of these 
windows. the center is wider with the top section showcasing original frosted etched-glass inset with a 
beautifrid Victorian design. Above the door and windows is a capital with a crosshatch design inlay. The 

f wrch roof has a boxed-cave overhang. decorated with brackets. The domed ceiling of the porch is made of 
weatherboard, laid in a pattern mirroring the roof line. 

North Elevation 

On the north side. second floor of the building is one large dormer which contains a double-hung window 
decorated with three sunburst patterns and detailed scrollwork on the apron of the gable. The inset of the 
dormer has fish-scale and diamond shingles. 

The cornice across the porch roofline contains twenty-one brackets. The lower north side of the building has 
seven one-over-one, double-hung windows. Nearest the front is a single window. The rwo windows o n  the 
west front of the north elevation are boxed in with fretwork spandrels supported by ornate sunburst brackets 
that mirror one another. Returning to the side of the north elevation, are hvo more windows, the second of 
which is wider than my other wiitdow on that side. At the east end of the north side is a bank of three double- 
hung window3 that are supported by an arched wood inlay. A1 I of the windows on the north elevarion 
contain matching capitals with a crosshatch design inlay. 

East Elevation 

Tlle east elevation, or back of the house, coi~tains a second floor with a flat fa~ade .  There is one small ene- 
over-one. double-hung window, above which is a diamond-shaped attic {~ent. In the middle of the diamond is 
a star-shaped j nlaq.. The conrrasting dinmoild shingles foml a double-diamond pattern on each side of the 

i :uall window. The double-diamond pattenls are surro~~t~ded by fish-scale shingles, co~nprising  he remainder 
- uf the face of the gable. This back dornler is much less elaborate than the orhers. 

The lower portion of the east elevation of the house has a square porch wit11 a domed ceiling, patterned like 
the others, mirroring the roofline. The brackets on this back portion are not as detailed as the others on the 
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bouse. The porch floor still contains the cement coves to the former cistern. The remainder of the porch floor 
is wood. The underskirting of the porch is  made of latrice ro permit ventilation. To the south side of the east 
elevation is a door leading to a basement. The door is nor original, but the design of the basement is. The 
door extends just above porch rail level. The south side of the back porch is covered in weatherboard to rail 
height, lvith a top that extends to the edge of the door, providing the ceiling for the stairway to the basement. 
There are four wooden steps to a concrete landing that leads to the u3lk around to rhe south porch or ro the 
rock path to the barn. 

South Elevation 

TIle second floor of the south side of the house has one large dormer wl~ich contains a double-hung window 

I 
qnd is decorated to minor all other dormers on the house, with the exception of the one to the rear. The 
:ornice across the Front porch roofline contains twentythree brackets. 

The first level of the house has four double-hung windon+s trimmed with capitals containing cross hatch inlav 
on each. 'The first two are nearest the back of the house. followed by one beneath the porch roof. t l~en a door. 
Tltc next two windows are fixed, have 16 panes each, and are side-by-side just undelneath the cave. Near rile 
front of the house is another window identical ~o the lirst three described on the south elevation. The side 
porch is outlined with railings and spindles. Four large stone steps lead to the porch from the sidewnl k. The 
ceiIing of the porch i s  domed and contains the same pattern as the other porch ceilings. Across the front, 
beneath the r~ofline of the porch, elaborate gingerbread outlines the trim with a cut-out flower design in the 
corners to the turned support post. 

Out buildings 

One large lofted barn is located approximately 100 feet behind the main house to the east. There are four 
windows looking out from the loft. There is a detached garage directly hehind the house which was built on 
top of the old smokehouse and cellar, both rcn~aining accessible fro111 the interior. 

INTEGRITY 

The Evans-Kirby House, buiI t in Harrison, Boone County. i11 1.895, is EE charmirly cxnrnple of Queen Anne 
style architecture and retains aI1 elements of integrity. The exterior retains the workmanslip and materials of 

, 'xe original builders, with its detailed trim and ornate design. The location, setting, feeling and association 
,rave changed very little, the house remaining in a mostly residential neighborhood. The design has only 
changed on the interior, with the addition of bedrooms to the upstairs. The barn is still in use as storage, 
though a garage was built over the smokehouse. The  Kirbys nrould still recognize this house on Pine Street as 
heir charming home of the early 1900s. 
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SUMMARY 

The Evans-Kirby House, located at 61 1 South Pine Street in the Hopper Addition, was built in 1895, by L. 
Rush and J. M. Hursch for Dr. E. L. Evans. It is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
with Iocal significance under Criterion C as a uwonderful example of a Queen Anne style house in Harrison, 
Boone County. Evans and his wife, Dr. Frank Kirby's sister, Iived there until he sold the house to Dr. Frank 
Kirby in 1906, and moved to Spsinsfield, Missouri. The five gabies and ornate trim. surrounding most of the 
windows. porches, and roof, distinguish the Victorian house from others in the neighborhood. 

The 63rd county in Arkansas, Boone County was well known for its Zinc and Lead mines. The most 
,' *ignificant natural resources in the county are the Crooked Creek fishery habitat and Bull Shoals Lake. The 

- J.S. Fish and Wildlife Service classifies Crooked Creek as Recourse Category 2. n~hich indicates a high 
vaIue for species that are relatively scarce or becoming scarce on a national basis or in an ecoregion. Boone 
County's economy i s  closely related to recreation, light industry, and farm and Iivestock activities. E-Tarrison, 
the largest city in the county, is a trade center for south central Missouri. Harrison is connected to the state by 
major Highways U.S. 65 and 62. 

Dr. Frank Beverly Kirby was born and raised in Harrison. He attended Harrison schools and graduated fro111 
high school in 1894. He graduated from the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville in 1899, and U;ashington 
University in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1903, where he received his medical training. He interned at City 
Hospital in St. Louis before returning to Harrison. His father, Dr. Leonidas Kirbq; began practicing medicine 
in Boone Co~mty in 1871. and upon the son's return they began working together. To distinguish between 
father and son, people spoke of them as Dr. Kirby and Dr. Frank. Since there were no hospitals in the area at 
the time, they perfumed many serious operations in the homes, usually on the kitchen table. 

When Dr. Frank bought the l~ouse he was in love with Goldie 'Cllorthington, but she refused to marry untiI she 
was eighteen years old. Dr. Frank began preparing the house for his bride, and when they were married in 
1 907, the house was completely furnished, carpeted tluoughout, and curtains hung in every window. W. F. 
Gordon gave them a cook stove as a wedding present. 

Miss Worthington told her fiancie slie preferred a set of Haviland china to a diamond engagelne~lt ring. So 
Or. Frank sought the assistance of W. F. Mitchell in selecting the china. When it arrived a party ~vas  given in 

i 
-- 

le Mitchell home for guests to see h e  China. somewhat like showers today. Their daughter, Virginia Kirby- 
Nichols? still owns some of the china. 
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When Dr. Frank began practicing medicine, he made house calls in and around Harrison. using a horse and 
buggy. A daughter of Dr. Frank, Ruth McCoy. remembers riding with the family in a surrey. Around 19 13 
Dr. Frank bought a new car for his medical calls. 

In 1924 a group of friends, including Mrs. Frank Kirby. organized a bridge club. the "Thursday Bridge Club." 
As time passed the group became more affectionately know as "The Thursday Girls". Charter members were: 
Routh IVagIey, Goldie Kirby, Olive Cope, Bobbie Halter. Jamye Smith and Pauline GiIliham. They 
sometimes met in the Kirb>* home. 

When Dr. Frank bought the Itouse in 1906,zo the north was Captain Town Hopper's home. According to 

Ruth McCoy. the Hopper House was located where the south part of the high school is  today. with the 
4- -ummer kitchen where the high school gym currently stands. Captain Hopper owled a11 of the land east of 
' - _,outh Pine Street from the high school to Crooked Creek. When he bought the house, Dr. Frank bought a 

little more than two acres of land. Later he bought four acres on the east for pasture for his cow. T h i s  i s  now 
the practice hotball field. TQ the east of the house was the smokehouse. cellar. well. barn and buggy shed. 
The barn and buggy shed are still standing, but the smokehouse was removed and a garage was built. When 
the Kirby Family I ived there. they kept a cow. and pigs which were butchered for meat to be kept in the 
smokehouse. Dr. Frank was proud of his registered bird dogs, entering them in dog shows and winning mcmy 
trophies. .rvhich are now family treasures. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNlFlCANCE 

The Evans-Kirby House. located at 6 1 1 South Pine Street in h e  Hopper Addit ion, was built in 1 895. by L. 
Rush and J. M. Hursch for Dr. E. L. Evans. It is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
with locat sijinificance under Criterion C as a wonderful example of a Queen Anne style house in Aarrison. 
Boone County. Evans and his wife, Dr. Frank Kirby's sister, lived these until he sold the house to Dr. Frank 
Kirby in 1906, and the Evanses moved to Springfield, Missouri, The five gables and ornate trim. surrou~rding 
nlost of the windonls. porcl~es, and roof'. distinguish the Victorian house from others in the neighborhood. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Tract 1 : 
A part of the NW114 of the SE X of Section 9, Township 18 north, range 20 west, Boone County, Arkansas. 
more particularly described as the town of Harrison, Arkansas, thence East 60 feet to the East side of Pine 
Street, thence north 120 feet along the East side of Pine Street to the point of real beginning: thence East 3 15 
feet, thence north 140 feet, thence West 3 15 feet to East side of Pine Street, thence South 140 feet along the 
east side of Pine Street to the point of reaI beginning. 

Tract 2: 
A part of the NW I /4 of the SE 1/4 of section 9, township 18 north, r'mge 20 west, Boone County, Arkansas, 
nore particularly described as follows: Beginning at the SE Comer of Block 12 Hopper's addition to the city 

. . ~ f  Harrison, Arkansas, thence East 60 feet to the East side of Pine Street thence north 120 feet dong the east 
side of Pine Street, thence East 33 feet, thence north 12 degrees 25 minutes west 153 .G feet, tihence south 30 
feet to the point of real beginning, except any part thereof East of chain link fence. 

The boundary includes all land historically associated with the Evans-Kirby House. 
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