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" - 

Boone County Courthouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

STREET b NUMBER . . 
Courthouse Square -NOT FOR PUBUCATION . 

CITY. r ~ w n  COHGRESS~OYAL O~STRICT  

Harrison - VlawlfY OF third 
STATE COOE COUNTY COO€ 

Arkansas 05 Boone 009 

~ c u s s ~ r  c ~ m o ~  
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP SfATPT S PRESENT USE 

,DISTRICT XPUBUC &~CCUPIEO A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

lL3UICOIKIS)  -PRIVATE -U kOGCUPIED - .  - . ,-COMMERCIAL . ,PARK 

,STAVCTURE ,BOTH -WOFIKIM PROGRESS -EOUC~TIONAL ,PRIVATE RESIOENCE 

-SlE PUBLIC ACOUISlTBON ACCESS1BLE -ENTERTAINMENT ,REUGIOUS 

,owek~. - ~n PROCESS .-YES: RESTRInED XGOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFI c 
,BEING CONSIDERED X~ES: UNRESTRICTED -IN W STRIAL -TAANSPORTATION 

-NO -MIL ITARY ,MHEA: 

- /QOWNER =- UP PRO? ERTY 
FlAM E 

Bmne County (Clifford Toml'inson, C o u n t y  Judqe) 
STAEET B WUMBER 

Boone County Courthouse 
CI W. TOWN STATE 

Harrison - VICINITY OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

Boone County Courthouse 
CIW. TOWN STATE 

Harrison Arkansas 

&., fa BE?RXSFNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

- .- 
DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE ,.COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. 'IOWN STAT€ 
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. . 
DESCRlBE THE PRESENT A N 0  ORlGlrVAL (IF KNOWN\ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .,-. . . .  

.- , 
Erected in 190g, t he  aaone County Courthause is a two-storey structure o f b r i c k  
construction. Contractors for the building were A, M. Byrnes  and c,=,H, KauLe 
Wehi tec t  Charles L. Thon_osan of ~ i t t l c  Rock designed the courthouse,. bTbdmpson 

I 

I 
is credited w i t h  desiqning m a n y  large ,  j-mpressive structures throuyhout hk;ulsar  

-- .-.. 
I 

His s ty le  usually centered around classic des igns .  - . .. : -:- j... . - 
.. . . - .  . 2 .  

m .  

-. . ., - c . . ~  . '. . - b r . .  . 
~ e e  tanqularuin plan, the Boons County (kurthouke represenis the ~ e o w > ~ : ~ ~ y ~ ; v l v a l  
style of architecture. chimneys rise f r o m  , t h e  ridge line of the high- u p  I .  

roof, A dentiled cornice extends around the entire building.  HorizonL-arbrick 
ban2s also mark the frieze l i n e .  Mother unifying feature, of t h e  Boone' County 
Cagrthouse are bands of cast s t o n e  w h i c h  extend around t h e  building at, both t h e  

.= * 
:.;xrat and second storey l i n e s .  Four h o r i z o n t a l  bands of brick sulrround,khe 
building at the baskrnent l e v e l .  . . . ,* .'; . .._ . ..- ._ . 

f ,-:.y - - ;x ' .  -. 
. - . . .  . -. 

..* . _. Windows are qru\iped in peirs w i t h  lugsills and L i n t e l s  of cast. stone. ' The windox .. F a r c  double-hung , 'multi-li te . F i r s t - s  tcrrey windows are rharked by .s5tnPie. >ugsil12s 
and tcpped by bricked arches with keystones. Second-storey windows are ka?pd by 
flat archas wikh a l t e rna t tng  r a d i a t h q  voussairs- Small double-hung, mulG-lite 

, . winclaws are located at t h a  basement l e v ~ l .  . .- . . - . - , - . ; . f  - ... -- - ~ . . .  < _ . . _  . , - .  . .  . l 
+-- 7 . . - .*..--- -4 .*- A - - 

-a- - - . - ' - - --- - * -  
- - -  A 

- y-::;': . . 
The hip roof i s  marked by a center gable on t.Be facade and t h e  identical .  &utl) . 

. . v t n  On both the north and the south elevations t h e  p l - o j ~ c t i n g  centex * 

marked hy four evenly  spaced pilasters wikh c a s t  stone capi ta ls  and bases. A . -. 
<.. demtilsd peeirnent marks the gable. Located An the gable end of  the pediment is- a 

decorztive circular whdov  with Leaded ylass. The en try  Eeaeares wooden doutle - 

daors wi th  beveled glass panes and a square decorative transom. The doors are .'::. 
fraiied by kast stone and topped by a segmental-arch pediment supported by &qrall .. 
brackets. . . .- xc . ,-+a . 

. . .  . < I. ' . :  - -  ,.- ' . .-' 
The esst and w e s t  elevations a r e  marked by a center projections ~antaining,~lxrst- 
flco- dcuble  doors and a double window at t h e  seeand-storey l e v e l .  ~ h &  a~t~bx,e . 
eoors h?.vo multi-like square transom- The entry is framed by cast aton& copped 'L " 

by an entablature supported by scr051 brackeks, A d e n t i l e d  pedineak extends above -- .. 
the roof I-ine. ,I., . I - - .a :  . * .  - -; . . .< ".;I .' +. . . 
The interiar is dominated by bisecting cenkral h a l l s  on t h e  first floor. The!: 
octagonal-shaped p o i n t  of bisection features arched a p e n i n g s . 3 l a n k e d  by Dorfq: d 

pi?-asters and columns. Color f~ l  p a t t e r n e d  ceramic tile floors with marble',..,,.:!, 
hasebards are a notable fea ture  of the interior. Marble dog-leg s t a i r s  ~.rith.- l  
dt.&orative iron x a i l i n g s  are located at t h e  ends of the  h a l l  r u n r ~ i n g  e a s t  tD k t -  '- 

. 1 .. 
: A ' - .  ' 

Nteratims include adaptatiun of o f f i c e  space for modern usage. Recently an ,r: 
in ter ior  restoration has  Wen started, rincluding refinishinc; tI1e oak w c d w o x k  to 
i t s  cr ig ina l  condition 3 ~ d  thorough c l ean inq  of the ceramic t i l e  floors- . . 

? ,  vey j. :: IX 
z- .r ! 
. , This architectxxalljr in terest- i t~g structure,  designed by one o f  W~ansaS' - eaqz-ngl 
m architecte,  is a good example of Georgian Revival sky lc .  1x1 excellent . i r J ipd i~ i~~n.  . ,  
, : ! 

? h the Boorre County Courthouse res t s  on its original site i n  the ccnter of seeniq:.. . . 
Harrison. . .-. u - " .  

. - . . * . ' L  - " 

. ,--. - .  , 
. - 

. I . . .. . . - . I .  



AREAS O f  SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSJIW DELOW 
w -Pi lEHlSTORIC A R C ~ E C I L C I ~ ~ Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  C O M M U M W  PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARmITECTURE ,REUGI ON 

$ ,140O.ld99 ARCMEOLOGY-HIST09  1C ,CONS ERVATIOH ,LAW -2 UE NCE 

JGBICULYVRE ,-ECOMCIMES ,LIIERATLRE A M I t P I U R E  

Limu-I 694- ?!ARCH~TECTURE , -EQUCAT~OH .-MILITARY P.OCIAUHUMAMTAR~AH 

~.-rlfoo-b'79s ART -CF~G~MEERINC - > m e  ,THEATER 

JI &&.a ass ,COMM t RCE ,EXPLORATIOMISE~~LEME.N~ ,PHILOSOPHY -TRANS?OUfARON 

,COMMCIMhCAnONS ANDUSTRY .. . LWUTFCSIGOVERHMENf ,OTHER ISPE!YW 

JHVEHTIOM 

. , I  - . . . - .  

DATES 1909 . . ; .. BUILOER/AACH ITECT - CFarles L-. . Thompson , . 

I 'Boone County was created ~prLl 9, 1869, from t e r r i to ry  taken from Carroll and 
Madison Counties. In reany ways, Eoone County is one of the most intemstinq and - 

! beautiful  of the Ozark counties, Its hills are well coveted w i t h  t h h r  aria the 
r i . ~ k r  valleys ara broad. 

I 
-..A. > - -.--. . . .  - - . , . . . . .- ..- ... . . . .I' - . /. 

"^+!I?he larq-t number of architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  public buildings in Arkansas are 
" th:& courthauses scattered over the state's seventy-five dounties. A structural 

I C! A f t e r  thz forma tion oE B m n e  CounLy in 1869, B e l  lef  on t e  served as t h e  tern-porary . 
i .  - - county sea,. In ~ugust:  and September oE 1073, a crisis arbse between citizens of 

I m l l e f o ~ t e  and Harrison over the location of a permanent county seat. The feeling 
between 'r_le t w ~  tswris was so bi t te r  t h a t  it came close t.0 bloodshed- Harrison I .. . 

/ i 
. was choser! as the n e w  county seat by a slim marg in  of eighteen votes- The c i t i z e n s  

i of IIarrison began a campaign Lo secure a railroad. Convinced of t h e  f i n a n e i n l  

I i  poss ib i l i t i e s  of the area in minera l s ; -  t he  ~ i s s o u r ' i  a i d  Nofth Axkansas Railway 
i I I I -;-b&jllt tracks across the county. The cittzens aP Harrison met demands of the 
1 $ailroad and gave right-of-way and paid $50,000 to secure the railroad through t h e  

.- td-wl-  . . .. . - r  - -- 

I 

~ h e  strong community pride con t inued ,  acd in 1909 it w a s  decided to build a new 
coun ty courthouse to xeplaee the 1873 frame struc Pure. Arkansas ' mds t prominent 
a l t h i t e c t ,  Charles L, Tl~ompson, was hired to design the buildinq- Tho Raone County 

I Cbbrthouse is a two-storey b r i c k  structure. R e c t a n g u l a r  in plan, the Boone Ccunty 
1 Courthouse represents t h e  Georgian Reviva l  s ty le  of archi tecture,  A dcntiJ.ed 
I 
I c o r n i c e  extends arolind the ent i re  building. Bands of b r i c k  extend amt~nd the 

. . eotlrthause at t 1 1 ~  frieze line. Cast-s tone bands mark t he  first and second s toregr 
lines while f o u r  brick bands extend around t he  building at the basement level. 
C e n t e r  ydbles project from the hip roof on klae facade and ident ica l  sou th  elevation. 
Windows i n  the huildiny utilize decorative lintels. 

symbol of American government, t h e  county courthouse serves as - the  cenker of local 
political a c t i v i k y -  O f t e n  the largest and most c o s t l y  b u i l d i n g  in the counky, the 
caurthouse is almost always a source of pzjde to the citizens who financed and 

''make use of its facil it ies.  
- .  

erior OE the Doone CounLy Courthouse is exceptiorially nbtiw6rthy. Bisecting 
halls  2ornin;rt~ the f irs t  f loor .  Located at the p o i n t  these halls b i s e c t  

1 is '2 octagonal shaped area. A r c A ~ d  openings i n  the area are f lanked by oak pilasters 
and columns.  ceramic tile f loo r s  w i t h  marble baseboards are another outstanding 
fez tcre of the i t 1  terior . 
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. R e s t i n g  on t h e  courthouse square, the Boone County Courthouse is one of the  
- m o s t  architecturally impressive courthouses f n the .state . As: the center of 

government: in noone County, the building is histarically s i g n i f i c a n t  in the 
area of polities and government. 
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$2 fi Survey of =kansas Courthouses. compiled by the N a t i o n a l  Security of colonial 
ihmes of America in t h e  State  of Arkansas. Mrs. IS- G. McDonald, Chairperson, 
~ i s t o r i c a l  Activities Committee. Arkansas born, L i t t l e  Rock Public Library, 

Harrison Daily Times, C e n t e n n i a l  Section, July ,  1936. 
b g a n ,  Roger V., Jr., ~ d .  Hountain  Heritage: Some Glimpses Into Boone County's 

,- J 
2 7  past  A f t e r  one-Hundred Years. Harrison: T h e 5  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1969. 
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"JComlinson, C l i f ford  D,.(Boone County ~ u d g e )  Personal interview at: the m n e  c 
Coorthtlse, Harrison, Arkansas, ~anua'ky 30; 1976; I - 

Koxks Pxoject Administration. Boone County,  c. 1940, Archives, Arkansas.Bistr 
Commission. 


