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Constructed in the 1830's, the Simon Sager Cabin is representative of the
rustic homes built by Arkansas pioneers in the early nineteenth century.

It rests on its original site near the Oklahoma border in noxthwest
Arkansas.

The cabin is constructed of hand-hewn, squared logs which are joineé with
chamfer and notch. Limestona chinking is used to fill the spaces between

the logs. Cedar shake shingles cover the cross gable roof, with clapboard
set into the gable ends.

The cabin consists of two rooms, set one behind the other. 'The ridge on
the south room's gable roof runs east-west, while the gable ridge on the
reax roof runs-north-south. The front room is several feei higher than the
rear yoom, thus giving the front room an unusual spaciousness for a log
structure. .

The front slope of the south roof extends to cover the small front porch.
Supported by threa round posts, the porch shelters the single entry and
the double-hung sash window west of the entry. On the vest elevation of
the front portion of the cabin is 2 massive sandstone chimney, which is
original to the house.

In 1965 the building was restored and made functional again. Restoration
work included replacing damaged roof beams, re-roofing with cedar shincles,
replacing the plain door and window trim with rough cedar and replacing
the dsteriorated limestone chinking.

Still resting on its original site, & gentle slope overlooking Sager Creek,
the rastored building is in excellent condition. Thouch a small college
campus has grown up around Simon Sager's Cabin, its pastoral setting is
still evident.
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The Sager Cabin is believed to have been the first permanent residence ever
constructed in the Siloam Springs area. In the mid-1830's Simon Sager, a
German immigrant, moved his family to Arkansas' extreme northwest corner,
honesteaded land and built the cabin which still bears his name.

Born in Leipzig, Germany, in 1802, Simon Sager emigrated to the United
States in 1832, He was accompanied by his wife Charlotte, their children
and his four brothers. The Sager clan first settled in St. Louis, Missouri,
where a colony of German immigrants was already established. The following
vear Simon Sager moved his family further west to Westport, Missouri.

About 1834 the Sager's made a final move and settled at Sileam Springs,
Arkansas.

"% The ¢abin Sager built was a two-room structure of hand-hewn tinbers joined
with chamfer notching. Lime chinking, recently restored, was used between
the sguared timbers and in the large stone fireplace. The front room has
a high ceiling, which is unusual in this rustic architectural style.
QOtherwise, the cabin typifies the simple pioneer homes built in early nine-
teenth~century Arkansas.

In the 1850 census Sager identified himself as a cabinet~maker, and the
sound construction of his cabin attests to his ability. Sager was also a
successful farmer, as evidenced by Benton County's Products of Agriculture
Census in 1850. In this record Sager valued his farm, implements and live-
stock at well over a thousand dellars. His biggest crops were cats and
Indian corn, and the Sager farm produced over 8Q0 bushels of each.

During his thirty vears in the Siloam Springs area, Sager was fregquently
involved in land transactions. In 1851 he sold his home and property
overlooking Sager Cresk to Charles De Armand. Though Sager remained in the
area for the rest of his life, he no longer lived in the small cabin he
built on his arrival there.

At the outbreak of the Civil War several of Sager's sons volunteered for
service in the Confederate army. During the course of the war Sager him-
self was killed. In 1864 he vas murdered by a roving band of Indians who
had crossed into Arkansas from the nearby Indian Territory. Sager is
buried in a Siloam Springs cemetery.
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In 1919 the Sager property was purchased by John Brown University as the
site for their campus. For a number of years the building was used by
agriculture classes, but eventually was abandoned. In 1965 the University
began restoration of the cabin for its use as a small museum and informa-
tion center.

As the first and oldest structure in Siloam Springs, the Simon Sager Cabin
is the most imprortant historic landmark in the community. Architecturally,
it typifies the small pioneer homes built in Arkansas during the territo-
rial and early statehood period. Its sound construction and continued
survival make the cabin a fitting memorial to the area's first permanent
settler, Simon Sager.

7



'f”" MA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Arkansas Democrat (L:Lttle Rock), April 15, 19268.

Northwest Arkansas Times (Fayetteville), October 14, 1966

Products of Argriculture Census, Benton County, 1850. Brechives, Arkansas History
Comnission (Microfilm).

Smith, Maggie Aldridge. "Simon Sager of Siloam Springs.” Benton County Pioneer,
Vol, IX, No. 1 (September, 1963).

BIIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ODle ACYe
UTM REFERENCES
Alys| s oleimd Laolorslosof Bl 1 Ll Loy Jlat il ]
ZONE  EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

c:L_|_| Lh et Lol b g Dl-il"ll!!'ll‘Llll[

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

ST ALLSTATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR GOUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY N CODE
% 71]FORM PREPARED BY

MAME / TITLE

Dianna Kirk, Historian ,
ORGANIZATION DATE

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program - 12-9-75
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

300 West Markham (501) 371-1639
CITY DR TOWN STATE

Little Rock Arkansas

E?;"'ﬁS'l'A'I'E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationa! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it hes been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartley 7 M
- e “em—
TITLE . " . . DATE -
State Historic Preservation Officer 12-9-~7S

FORNPS USEONLY - -
| HEREBY CERTIFY, THAT *n-ns F‘RO PERTY 15 INCLUDED m THE N ATION A L‘;ﬂEGiéTER

DIRECTOR, GFFICE OF ARCHEQLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: - S e DATE -

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

e

GPO P32, 455




“orm No. 181300
oy, 10-74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTLRLIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DAYE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER -] PAGE 1

"The Tragic Story of Simon Sager, founder of Siloam Springs."™ Benton County
Pioneer, Vol. VI, No. 1 (September, 19560}.

U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Seventh Census of the
United States, 1850: Population Schedule for Benton County, Arkansas.
Archives, Arkansas History Commission (Microfilm).




Form Mo. 10-301a
{Rov. 13-T4) -

¢+~ UIHITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [FEC€VE0

PRCPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

=

' NAME

HBISTORIC

=

Simon Sager Cabin

AND/OR COMMON

%] LOCATION
CITY, TOWN : —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
Siloam Springs B ) Arkansas Benton
'i] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Pianna Kirk . DATEOFPHOTO 1975
NEGATIVEFILEDAT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW., DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRILT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
East elevation and south facade, viewed from southeast, 1

GPO 892-454

I



h
B L UL L D P P1

A




) Form No, 10-3b1a i
Revy10778y ¢ 0

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. IATIONALREGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [TeCEVeD ~
| PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DATE ENTERED ™ -~

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

TINAME

HISTORIC

Simon Sagex Cabin
AND/OR COMMON

1 LOCATION

P
CITY. TOWN ) —_VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
. Siloam Springs Arkansas Benton

ey -

33 PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIY Dianna Kirk . DATE OF PHOTOD 1975
NEGATIVE FILED AT  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

443 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTQ NO.

t‘ West elevation and south facade, viewed from southwest 2

1
1
GPD BIZ.-452



i
¢

tipbat, e

bl st Sl tasd bl

AL

.
’

'y N !,
LA R (4077 )




Form No. 10-201

iasi, "‘!: 2 NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
SRR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE R L
RECEIVED-
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [:7+7
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW 7O COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

(7 NAME

HiSTORIC

Simon Sager Cabin

AND/OR COMMON

2+ LOCATION

CITY. TOWN —_ _VICINITY DF COUNTY STATE
Siloam Springs Benton 7 Arkansas

ey MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Siloam Springs Quadrangle

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1972

Y] REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NCRTH ARROW
3.UTM REFERENCES

INT: 348475



=
~

MN 11 9512 =
(NILYTTIVE)

b8

t0or

ViA) FIVCONIES

189 9 65 wWelv D" OL

Aty 12 (89 Nav

wy
g

w
.

n

N

LA

HE wyw (1

N

Fonls

AN
)

Y

A
o

—f—=————f——h

e 7
'

A
\
..._:-:.nﬂ..l

[ALT]

(102

®®=""

.

-
-

VTN

) 8917

..,\ [} .,.,
e ;
=
8/
|Jo~\\
J
A
NI
/ e i .
Sy . ,v ,a51n09))10
= T sBul eoj
v q 0&\\1\ .wﬁm | a
n@\\. /
hY r

JEE .~

.

Qi

N3I3H]

\

[ i

€} £)

080 900% / 088 65€ / ST
90Ua1939Y KIN

sesueyay ‘Ajuno) uojusg

N
3 : R
1...7...(“..111. ..-ll.,:...,l“.__._:lll._ — r..\.; e ]
acir ) N0 D N o=




