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--------------------------------------------------------------------*--- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
1, Name sf Property ----------------------- -------------+---------=-t====================================== 

historic name: Hen- Furniture Store Buildins 

o t h e r  namelsite number: BE3057 

---------------------------------*--------------- ,--,------,,-,,--,-____------------------------------====-==~~~~=eec======== 

2 .  Location 
-----I=======I===S------------------------=------------------------*---- -------- ----------------------------- 
street & number: 107 West Universitv 

not for  publication: N/A 

vicinity: 2JJA 

state: county: Benton code: AR 007 z i p  code: 72761 - 
--------I----------------h--h-d-----dd--------------------------------dh ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
3 .  Classification 
==========%=================1t=-=-I=cc================-------=====-----= 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: Buildins 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Mame a£ related multiple property listing: His tor ic  and k c h i t e c t u u a l  
Resources of Benton Countv, Arkansas 



------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4 .  StateJFederal Agency C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
I~C====E=======~'=S===============S=~=================================== 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  that this X nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets  the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 3 6  CPR Part 6 0 .  In my opin ion ,  the property meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

b -/o -S$- 
Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

f n my opinion,  the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or o t h e r  o f f ic ia l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

---I--------'---I-------------------------------------------m==-====---- 
\ ------------------------------------------------------------ --- 

5 .  National Park Service Certification 
----d---dd-----------d------+d------dd--d------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
I, hereby cer t i fy  t h a t  this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined not e l ig ib le  for the 
National Register 

removed from t h e  National Register 

other  (expla in)  : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
ef Action 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
6 .  Function or Uae 
= = = = = = = = = t = = = = = = = = = = = = L = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

Historic: cOMMERCE/TFLADE Sub: S~ecialtv Store 

- 
I 

Current  : COMRCEjTRADE Sub: Professional 



7 . Description 
- _1------_---1---__-d*--d----------------------------------------d------- 

_-_---------f---_--------h--------d------d------------------d----------- 

'rchitectural Classification: 

Late 19th and E a r l y  20th 
Century Revival / Beaux Arts 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation Stone roof Aswhalt 
walls  B r i c k  other Wood bulkheads 

Stone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. See continuation 
sheet. 

_-_-----_-------d-I----------d----------d--d--+------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------+---+--------- 

8.  Statement of Sfgnificanee 
============================iP=f'=============c============================== 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Local 

Applicable National R e g i s t e r  Criteria: 

C r i t e r i a  Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

&reas of Significance: Architecture 
* >  - 

Period(s) of Significance: c .  1900 

Significant D a t e s :  c. 1900 

Significant Person ( s )  : NIA 
ppp 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

=ehitect/Builder: mhown 

S t a t e  significance of property, and j u s t i f y  c r i t e r i a ,  criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet. - 



-d-L--1--3-----C-C-C_----------------------d-----------------------+------- 
---lf--Llk__----___----------------------------d-------+---------------- 

9 .  Major Bibliographical  reference^ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
----------__-___-__--------------------d-------------------h------------ 

X - See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file INPSI : 

- preliminary determination of individual  listing I36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

- previously l i s t e d  in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by t h e  National Register 
- designated a National H i s t o r i c  Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record % 

P r i m a r y  Location of Additional D a t a :  

X State historic preservation office 
- Other s t a t e  agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other - -  Specify Repository: 

===================================================================a==== 

10. Geographical Data 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - = = = = = = = = C = = - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - -  ------------------------------------------ 
Acreage of Property: L e s s  than one acre 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet.  

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet .  

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of t he  building's eastern 
party wall with a perpendicular l i n e  running along the  northern edge of 
University Street, proceed westerly along said line for a distance of 
approximately 25 feet to its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line running 
through t h e  building" western par ty  wall; thence proceeding n o r t h e r l y  along 
said line f o r  a distance a£ approximately 80 feet to its intersection w i t h  a 
perpendicular  l i n e  running along the building's northern elevation; thence 
proceed easterly along said line for a distance of approximately 2 5  feet  to 
its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line running along the building's 
eastern party wall; thence proceed southerly along sa id  line for a distance 
of approximately 80 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

This boundary ipcludes a l l  the property historicallycassociated w i t h  this 
resource. 



11. Form Prepared By 

.iame/Title: Robin Louise Baldwin, Suwev Historian 

0rganization:Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o g r a m  D a t e :  06-09-94 

Street & Numbeu:323 Center  S t r e e t ,  Suite 1500 Telephone:- 

City or Town: L i t t l e  Rock State:& ZIP: 7220J. 
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Summary 

Located at 107 West University in Siloam Springs, Arhsas, the Henry Furniture Store is a 
single-story, brick masonry commercial building designed in the restrained, CZassidy- 
influenced style popular for commercial construction throughout the state during the early 
twentieth century. As was typical of such commercial storefront construction, the floor plan is 
rectangular, with its narrow street frontage contrasting with its remarkably long depth (23.5 ft. 
vs. 75 ft.). It is cuvered with a sloping, built-up tar rmf that is supported by brick masonry 
walls and a brick foundation. 

me suuthern or front facade is composed of a luge, beveled storefront on the first sbry and 
a raised brick parapet above that is ornamented with decorative brick corbeling and capped with 
a decorative metat cornice. The beveld storefront is constructed of wood framing and large 
single panes of window glass atop simple wood bulkheads. The central, double-leaf entrance is 
surmounted by a single four-pane fixed transom. The entrance doors are composed of two large 
window panes, set one above the other, and finished by a simple wood panel near the bottom 
that m i m r s  the bulkhead p e l s .  Tbe beveled storefront is recessed behind t w ~  thin cast iron . 
columns that support the brick parapet above. 

The 'brick parapet is composed of a tall flat wall that is ornamented ody by a central, 
rectangular, recessed signage panel and the brick corbelling above. The projecting, decorative 
metal cornice, m the other hand, is quite elaborate. It is w m p o s d  of three brackets that divide 
the frieze, entablature and dentilld pasapet above. A fourth bracket, formerly located at the 
eastern end of the facade, was remwed at some point. The frieze is decorated with a row of egg 
and dart details that is itself surmounted by a dentil course. The entablature projects above that 
and prwides the depth of the cornice. .The thre  rows of denti1s above are offset in such a 
manner as to create a geometric star pattern. The brackets themselves are ornamented at the 
bottom with a single acanthus leaf and at the top with a smaller, four-pointed Id, The masonry 
facade is framed with ashlar-faced stone quoins. 

Tne eastern and westem elevations are walls, and the northern elevation has been partially 
removed and replaced with cormgated metal. The interior hzs been largeIy refinished over the 
years, a s  is so often the ease with retail commercial spaces, though some original flooring does 
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remain. The Henry Furniture Store has undergone restoration and is in good condition. Some 
of the restoration work done includes the attachment of new w o d  trim, molded to match the 
original, to secure and improve the appemmce of the front windows, most of which are original. 
New w d  doors, identical. in design to the originals, have been constmctd and installed. 
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Summary Criterion C, t d  significance 

The Henry Furniture Store is locally eligible under Criterion C as the best single example in this 
section of downtown Siloam Springs of a c. 1900 mrnrnerr:ial building designed in a slightly 
more elaborate interpretation of the typically simple commercial storefront design that was 
popular throughout the state during this period. 

Elaboration 

As noted in the Historic elrd Architectural Resources of Benfon County, Arkansas Mu1 tiple 
Property Nomination, the community of SiFmrn Springs grew from the arljer, small town of 
Hico. It developed dramatidly in the late 1870's in anticipation of the arrival of the railroad. 
Growth slowed when the railroad did not arrive as exwed,  but resumed after the Kansas  City- 
Southem Railroad extended their line through Siloam Springs in 1892. The arrival of the 
railroad, a thriving tourist industry, and a successful period for local agriculture bmght 
prosperity and high expectations to SiEoam Springs and the downtown commercial streetscape 
reflected these trends. Distinctive commercial buildings, designed in the latest styles, sprang up 
along such principal commercial thoroughfares as Wright Street, University Street, and 
Broadway. 

Constructd c. 1900, the Henry Furniture Store is by far the best surviving single example of 
this period of consttuction in downtown Siloam Springs. From Sanborn maps and tax records 
this building can be identified as a dry goods store as early as f 904, In 19 14 maps indicate that 
it served as a millinery. Stuart McArthut was the owner of this property between 1926 and 
1927. And S. R. Chesney owed it during the period between 1928 and 1940. 1948 records 
show the propetty as the Henry Furniture Store. Other properties historically sharing this block 
of University Street were a drug store, a bank, the Siloam Springs Post Office, and the 
LakesideJCrown Hotel, 

Though it is not the most elaborate commercial building of my period in rhe downtown, the 
Henry Furniture Store remains the best and most elaborate example of the typical single-storey, 
brick s!orcfront commercial building that became as popular in Siloam Springs as it did in 
downtowns throughout the state. The stone quoins, the beveled storefion t, the cast-iron columns 
and the elaborate, CIassicaEZy-influend metal cornice dl elevate this micular design above 
the more simple brick storefronts h m  this era Pha! remain in the surrounding downtown. It is w 

* 
because of these distinctive design features and their significance within the context of the extant 
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commercial fabric of 'downtown Siloam Springs that this building is l d l y  significant under 
Criterion C. 
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