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1akeside Hotel (1880 to 1946)
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119 West University St.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lakeside Hotel (1881) is a brick two-storey ell-shaped commercial structure

which is distinguished by the double-tiered porch that wraps around the south
and west elevations of the building.

Surmounting the hotel is a low hipped roof featuring a vented cupola on its
west side. The cornice is divided into two sections of ornate brick-work.
The upper part is brick laid in a dentil pattern,and the lower part is brick
recessed to form a row of diamond-shaped indentations.

The lower section of the two-storey porch is supported by metal posts that

rest on concrete piers. The posts are original but were shortened in the 1920's

to accomodate the concrete piers. The second storey of the porch is distinguished
by the original turned posts, scroll brackets and a turned balustrade. A shed
roof tops the porch

Most openings are segmental arches. The windows on the south and west elevations
were given their present form in the 1920's. They are generally one-over=-one

{1/1) double-hung and many have transoms. Originally the windows were more

narrow than their present shape. Windows on the north and east elevation (elevations
that do not face streets) are original. Three doors are located on the first floor
of the west elevation and two are found on the south elevation. BAll entrances

are single-doored and possess transcms. Early photographs of the hotel indicate 1=
alterations were made to the first floor porch-supports; openlngs on the south (:
and West elevatlons and several early chlmneys wete removed-_'

The interior floor-plan retains its original form. The most distinguished
interior feature is located in the entrance lobby; the main stairway is
composed of a turned balustrade, newel-post and handrail. The halls and some

of the rcoms have been panelled,but many of the rooms retain their original
plaster walls.

The Lakeside Hotel rests on the corner of two of Siloam Springs'most important
streets. Across one street and to the south of the hotel is the old city park
which contains the small dammed lake which served as the source of inspiration
for the naming of the Lakeside Hotel. The hotel is located in the oldest

commercial section of the city and is generally recognized as being the most »
impressive building in that section. |
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lakeside Hotel is one of the most historically significant commercial

‘buildings that survive in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. The hotel was erected

in 1881, only one year after Siloam Springs was settled as a health resort.

The building wisually reflects the early settlement history of the city. The
Lakeside Hotel has continuously served as a hotel since the date of its construc-
tion, and it is an important part of the town's commercial history. The hotel

is a significant example of late nineteenth-century commercial architecture; it
is perhaps the premier example of nineteenth-century commercial architecture in
Silcam Springs. -

The earliest white settlement of the community site of Siloam Springs ocurred
in the 1830's when several small farms were established in the area. Twenty-
seven springs were located in the settlement area, and the largest of these
springs was deemed to possess therapeutic qualities. This spring was named
Siloam Spring after the healing Biblical pool of Siloam. The water of Siloam
Spring was thought to be medicinal because of its distinctive taste: An 1887

writer noted that Silocam Spring produced the "only water in Arkansas that tastes
like medicine.”

In 1879 John V. Hargrave sensed that the benevolent qualities of Sileam Spring
offered a potential for development. He built a store near the spring and
platted the town of Siloam Springs. By offering cheap land and other inducements
Hargrave was able to successfully promote the new community. Over 2,000

people crowded into Siloam Springs during its first year of existence. BAmong the
new settlers was Seth Hollingsworth, who in 1881 had the Lakeside Hotel built

within one-hundred yards of the popular Siloam Spring. No record that identifies
the hotel's builder or architect survives.

The Lakeside Hotel may have been the first hotel built in Siloam Springs. It
was certainly the first brick hotel erected in the resort community. The hotel
was named the Lakeside Hotel after Siloam Spring was dammed to form a small
lake in the early 1880's.

The 1880's was a boom period for railroad construction in the mountainous Ozark
region of Arkansas where Siloam Springs is located. The new town of Siloam
Springs, however, was bypassed by the railroad; and socon both the city's tourist
business and population dwindled. By 1890 the population of Siloam Springs
numbered less than one-half of what it had been in 1881. During this period of
decline, Siloam Springs lost any chance it had possessed of becoming a major
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health resort; and, like several other Ozark boom resorts, the town faded
into relative obscurity. After the building boom in Siloam Springs endeqd,

the Lakeside Hotel remained the only large and substantial hotel in the
town.

Silcam Springs was eventually connected to a rail-line; subsequently, the town
experienced steady development and growth. Today, the population stands at
6,500. During this period of slow but steady growth, the Lakeside Hotel
continued to serve as the town's major hotel.

The Lakeside Hotel is a brick, two-storey, ell-shaped structure that possesses

two features of architectural significance. The first feature is the double-

tiered porch which wraps around the south and west elevations of the building.

The first storey of the porch is substained by metal posts which rest on concrete

piers. The posts are original, but they were shortened in the 1920's to accomodate
2 the piers .which were set in place at that time. The second storey of the porch is

distinguished by the presence of the original, turned support posts and the balus-

trade which links the support posts. Scroll brackets are located at the top of

the posts. A shed roof covers the porch.

The second distinctive architectural feature of the building is the brick detail-
work found on the cornice. The cornice is divided into two sections of

ornate brick work. The upper section features brick that is laid in a dentil
pattern, and the lower section is detailed with brick that is recessed to

form a row of diamond-shaped indentations.

Most openings are segmental arches. The windows on the south and west elevations

were given their present form in the 1920's. Originally, they were more narrow than

their present shape. The windows are generally one-over-one (1/1) and double

hung. The windows on the north and east elevations (elevations that do not face
streets) are original.

The interior of the hotel has experienced several major alterations, These
alterations include the panelling of the halls and some of the rooms, the
lowering of ceilings, and the installation of new floor covering. ’

The most distinguished original feature that survives in the interior of the
building is the main stairway, which is located in the lobby. The stairway
is composed of a turned balustrade, newel-post, and handrail.

The Lakeside Hotel is located in the oldest commercial section of Siloam Springs,
and it is one of the most impressive buildings in this section of the town. The
hotel is situated immediately to the north of Siloam Spring and the lake after
which the building was originally named.
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Lakeside Hotel
Siloam Springs
Benton County, Arkansas

Verbal Boundary Description

Parts of lots 5 and 6 in block 3. Original Survey of
of Siloam Springs, described as beginning at SW corner
of lot 5 and run thence north 399 feet, thence east 5%
8 inches, thence south 20 feet, thence west 5S¢ feet,

8 inches to the place of beginning.
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Lakeside Hotel
Siloam Springs, Arkansas
Ifike Shinn

1979
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Lakeside Hotel

Siloam Springs, Arkansas
Mike Shinn

1979
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