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I. Name 

hlstoric Benton b u n t y  National Bank 

or common Bentonvi 11 e City Ha1 1 

2, Location 
street 8 number &?-we5 t Central Nfi not for nubticatfon 

cltv. town Benton City 

$tat@ 
Arkansas code 05 

Category Ownership Status Present Ysa 
district publit X occupied - agriculture - museum 

71- bullding(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
s t r u c t u r e  - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public dcqutsltion Accessible entertainment - religious 
- abject - in process yes: restricted -K government - scientific 

- bein considered 
N ?A 

yes: unresfrict~d - industrial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
- no - military - other: 

name Ben tonvi 1 1 e City 

street & number 123 West Centra 1 

citv. town Bentonvi 11 e state Arkansas 

courlhouse, registry of deeds. etc. Bent County Court House 

street L number Courtsquare 

cify. town Bentenvi I 1 e state Arkansas 

6. Rep~esen3atisn in Existing Surveys 

titie N/A has this property been deletmined eligible? - yes n o  -- 
N/ 

date - federal - state county - local 

dewsitow for survey records 

city, town ' state 
--A- ... --------- .-- 



7.. Description l -  a .  

- Condition Check om? C eck one 
unaltered ?( -8- exeellent - detertorated -- original size 

- good - ruins .-K altered - moved date --, ------ 
f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known] physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Built in 7906, the Benton County National Bank was designed by AT bert  
Oscar C7 ark, a prominent Bentonvi 17  e a rch i tec t .  Based on the Roman 
temple form, arches are t h e  reoccurring design element of the bui ld ing .  
Both the in ter ior  and exterSor are b e a u t i f u l l y  detailed, the latter 
being highlighted by a domed sky l igh t  and a colorfully t i led f l oo r .  

The Benton County National Bank, a rectangular one story bui ld ing w i t h  
an imposing Raman temple f r o n t ,  was designed by A1 bert  Oscar Clark i n  
1906. Located on t he  s o u t h  side o f  Central S t r e e t  near the downtown 
square of Bentonvil l e, the bui lding's west elevat ion i s  a party wa7 I ,  as 
the bank i s  a t  the corner s f  a block of storefronts. 

The b u i l d i n g  has three symnetri ca7 el e v a t i o n s  and a f l a t  roof, in the 
center o f  which is a domed skylight. A t a l l  parapet wi th  stone coping, 
which i s  stepped on the front facade, disguises the  dome. The Roman 
temple f ront  o f  the Benton County National Bank i s  supported by fou r  
pol i shed marb? e co1 umns w i t h  modi f i  ed Cori n t h j  an stone capital s w i  th 
moulded bases resting upon stone plinths. Directly behind t h e  two end 
columns a r e  square p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  identical detailing. The building i s  
set  upon a podium, w i t h  steps between the  stone col unin bases on the \ 

f ront ,  and rusticated stone on the side and rear elevations. The 
columns support a p l a i n  entablature  above which i s  a bracketed projecting 
cornice, Four o f  the brackets are larger than the rest  and are  adorned 
w i t h  acanthus leaves, The tympanum i s  ernbell ished with a pa t te rn  carved 
in relief .  The f r o n t  facade i s  faced w i t h  dressed stone, while the 
rental ni ng el e v a t j  ons are brick. The  c e n t r a l  entrance cons i s t s  of daub1 e 
doers w i t h  glass windows, and a f ixed, s i n g l e  paned arched window 
above. Two windows, one on each side of t h e  doorway, duplicate the 
fenestration of the entrance. The fixed por t ion  o f  each i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  
t h a t  above the door, and the bottom p o r t i o n  of both windows are divided 
by mullions into three vert ical  sections. A f la t - roofed rectangular 
office, equal i n  wid th  but approximately ha l f  the height  of the temple 
form extends f rom the rear of the building. The rear elevation of the 
off ice has t h r e e  double-hung windows, one o f  which i s  s m a l l e r  than the 
others, a door w i  t h  a transom and three small basement windows, a7 1 w j  t h  
segmental br ick  r e l i e v i n g  arches. The f u l l  he igh t  p o r t i o n  of the rear 
elevation, which rises above the roof o f  the o f f i c e ,  has two arched 
fenestrations like those on the front facade. The s i d e  wall o f  the 
of f i ce  joins t h a t  o f  t h e  main por t ion  o f  the bui ld ing .  Because of the 
rear o f f i c e  the east elevation ( s ide )  i s  o f  two heights. The portion 
corresponding w i  t h  the off i  ce has two double- hung windows w i  t h  brick 
relS eving arches. The other portion o f  the e a s t  elevat ion t h a t  i s  equal 
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i n  he ight  with the fmnt facade, has f i v e  arched windows, equally spaced 
side  by side, of the same type, s i r e ,  and he igh t  as those on the front 
o f  the bank. A continuous hor i zon ta l  stone band intersects w i t h  the 
f ive windaws a t  their midpoint. The arched surround o f  the window i s  
rusticated brick and a narrow projecting b r i c k  band follows t h e  line of 
t h e  stone band and window surrounds. A continuous stone band t h a t  marks 
the intersection o f  the r oo f  s l o p e  and parapet  runs the entire length o f  
t he  side elevation. 

Highlighting the finely detailed interior is a domed circular skylight. 
Though the walls and ceilings are plaster, wood t r i m  was used extensively 
to del i neate t he  interior 3 many arches. Wood arches, coi  nci di  ng w i  t h  
the  windows o f  the east  and rear elevations adorn the rear end p a r t i  ti on 
and west wall. A11 woodwork is original, as i s  the glazed brick fireplace 
of Craftsman fnf l  uence. A highly d e c o r a t i v e  floor of 1 ocally produced 
t i l e  i s  1 a i d  w i  t h  a colorful starburst design beneath the skylight. The 
majority o f  the  f loor  i s  laid in white t i l e  w i t h  regular spaced pat te rn  
and decorative borders. Posi ti oned between t h e  arches on both s i  de 
walls are wood pi 7as ters w i t h  Ionic capitals. On either end of the 
skylight, the wall s are arched and the cei 1 i ng vaul ted. T h e  rear ~ f f i  ce, 
which i s  mere simply detajled, i s  highlighted by a green t i l e  fireplace. 

A1 terations to the building include the addf t i o n  o f  a parti tion at the  
rear  end o f  the lobby, the de t a i  1 s o f  whi ch echo those of the  rear wall . 
Behind the pa r t i t i on  are restrooms and an o f f i ce .  The Benton County 
Nat i ona l  Bank B u i l d i n g  now serves as t h e  c i t y ' s  courtroom. 



8. Significance ,- 

Period 

/ 
- - prehistoric 

-- 140C1494 
- 150&1599 

1600-7699 
, ,- 1700-1 799 

iBUE1899 

Areas of Signif i tancdheck and justib below 
.. ... archeology-prehistoric . , community planning .-, landscape architecture.--, religion 
, , archeology-historic , .- conservation - - law - science 

agriculture . ,, economics literature -- sculpture , 

2: architecture -,- education - milltary - social: 
- art . , engineering - music humanitarian 

.%.+ commerce -, exploration'settlement philosophy 
- . . - theater 

,. communieaZions industv -- po1nrcs:government - transportation 
invention - other (specify) 

.- - -- -.-. .------+--- - -----.--- 
Spseifie dater 1906 Builde~;Arehitect A1  bert Oscar Clark -. - --.+- - 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Benton County National Bank building was constructed in 2906 t o  
house one af the early banking i n s t i t u t i o n s  of Bentonvi 1 le .  It i s  an 
outstanding design o f  A1 ber t  Oscar Clark, an arch i t ec t  with offices i n  
nearby Rogers. Clark moved to northwest Arkansas i n  1904 after having 
successful 1 y practiced h i  s craft  in St. Loui r , Missouri  . Many of Clark s 
f i n e s t  designs are i n  the  classical mode and include three National 
Register properties in Benton County (Appl egate Drugstore, Bank o f  
Rogers and t he  Massey Hotel ) , The original construction cost of the 
Benton County National Bank was 5,700 do1 lars. The bank served a comvni  ty 
which i n  1906 was strongly agrarian. Nortbwest Arkansas dur ing  the 
later po r t i on  of the 19th century and the f i r s t  decades of the 20th 
century was a heavy apple producer. Throughout  Benton County were 
storage and canning facilities far  apples and the other f r u i t s  which d id  
so well in t h e  area. Evaporators and cider plants were i n  abundance as 
we1 1. It was thi s 1 arge frui t product! on industry and those t h a t  worked , 
i n  i t  t h a t  served as the  Benton County National Bank" clientele. In 
July o f  1930, the First National Bank o f  Bentonville consolidated w i t h  
the Benton County National Bank. However, by December of t h a t  same year 
the  bank had closed i t s  doors, fearing a run by depositors. In 1934, 
the b u i l d i n g  was sold t o  the  c i ty  of Bentonville and has s ince served as 
office space. Restoration work undertaken in 1981 and 1982, provides an 
ideal space t o  house the  municipal court. 
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9 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage 01 nomfnated property less than one 

Quadtangle name Bentonville South, Ark .  
U7 M References 

tone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale mfl 

Zone Easting , Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justifkcation 

Parts of :Lot 179 & 120; Original Town 

List a11 states and counties far properties overgapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

- 1 I. F ~ r m  Prepared By 
Ryoichi Takahashi (ed .  by the s t a f f  o f  the AHPP) 

organiza:lon Communj ly P l  anni ng, U. o f  Ark. date July 28, 1983 

street & number 724 Map 1 e telephone 575-5659 

state Arkansas 

The evaluated significance of this property wtthin the state is: 
II 

- national ,, state A - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubtic Law 8% 
665). I hereby nominate this property lor inclusion I? the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natipnal Park S-ewice. '. 

title 5 H PC) 
For NPS use only 

I hereby eertlly that, this property is Included in the National Aeghter 

Keeper of the National Register 

A t t s t :  date 
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