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1. Name of Property 
Historic name: wf Cemeterr 
Other names!site number: BA0096 
Name of related multiple property listing: NIA 

(Enter "N,iA" if property is not pad of a multiple property listing 
- -  - -  

2: Location 
Street & number: Baxter CR 68 
City or town: Norfork State: & County Bwter 

For Publication. Vicinity: 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as mended, 

I hereby certify that this X nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering propetties in the Kational Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

h my opinion, the property 3 meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be consider& sigi6cant at the following 
level(s) of sipifucance: 

- national - statewide - x local 
Applicable National Register Cntena: 

- - 

22m*mmaaLt~  lm. 
' d  

lKaCM-3 
Signatare of certifying officiaUitle: Date 

I 

State or Federal agencyhureau or  Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property meets - does not meet the h'ational Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting oficial: Date 

Title : 
w 

State or Federal ageney/burere I 
or Tribal Government I 
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4, National Park Senice Ceacation 

I hereby certify that this prom is: 

- entered in the National Register 

determined, eligible for the ru'ational Register 

- determined not eligible for the National Register 

- removed from the Nafional Register 

- other (explain:) 

Signam of the Keeper Date of Action 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) . 
Private: 

Public - Local 
W 
n u 

Public - State n - 
Public - Federal 

Cahqory of Property 

(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 

District 

Site 

Stmcture 

Objat 

- 

Sections 1-6 page 2 



United Stales Deparbnent of the In* 
N a l ~ m f  Park Servrce I Nabonal Register of Historic Places Regisbation F o n  
NDS M. 10400 OM& No. 1024-0018 

Wolf Cemetery - 
Name of Propem 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Conhibut ing Noncon bhuting 

Baxter, Arkansas 
County anb State 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

20 Total 

Yumber of contributing rtxources previously listed in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
FL%TRARY!Cemeterv 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from Ins.tructions.) 
FUNERARY/Cemetm 
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7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter catesories born instructions.) 

No wIe 

Materials: (enter categories fiom instnrctions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: Sandstone, concrete. marbIe, limestone 

h'axrative Description 
(Describe the historic and cument physical appearance and condition of the pmpm. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, sryle, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. lndicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Wolf Cemetery is located south of Norfork on the south side of Arkansas Highway 5 

and approximately three miles south on Bmter County Road 68. The entrance to the cemetery is 

off CR 68 just after crossing the Missouri Pacific railroad tracks. The cemetery contains 23 

marked gaves with legible inscriptions of which 22 me historic. Approximately 75 unmarked 

field stones designate an undetermined number of burials. 

No buildings are associated with the cemetery. The monuments for the marked burials 

are simple commercially-produced tablet-style markers in block, round or slant-shouldered forms 

except for three hmd-crafied markers. Materials found in the cemetery are predominately 
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limestone and sandstone. X tri-partite granite stone erectd in  2007 is located at the entrance to 

the burial ground. 

Section 7 page 5 



United States Depammt of lhe I n W  
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places ReglstraYon Form 
NPS F o ~  10.900 OMB NO. li24-WIB 

Wolf Cemetery 
Name o' Property 

Baxter, Arkansas 
county and State 

Karrative Description 

ELABORATION 

The Wolf Cemetery is situatd in the White River Valley of north Arkansas south of 

Norfork in Baxter County. Access to the cemetery is from _birkmas Highway 5 on Baxter 

County Road 68 .  The cemetery is situated on the fist rise of a forested hill above a nmow 

ne tch  of bettom land bordering the north bank of the W t e  River. Across the river the hills of 

the Ozark National Forest rise steeply. It was established in the 1820s as a family cemetery. KO 

church or other building was ever associated with the cemetery and there are no other bwial 

grounds in the near vicinity. The graves are oriented east to west in random armngmmt. The 

majority of burids during the antebellum years were marked simply with fieldstones bearing no 

inscriptions. The eariiest maskers are hand-crafted fiom limestone and sandstone. The northern 

b o u n d q  of the cemeterq. is the right-of-way for the Missouri Pacific Railroad that also borders 

the access lane from CR 68. T h e  east, soutll and west boundaries ofthe cemetery are enclosed 

with simple wire fencing attached to wood posts. Forested land adjoins the west boundaq and 

beyond the milroad right-of-way to the north. Tbe ody residential property near the cemetery is 

a small circa 1950s farmstcad &that adjoins the east and south boundaries. The entrance to the 

cemetery is not gated and is identified by t h e e  circa 2007 granite memorial tablets 

approximately three feet tall standing upright on a single cment base. Thc centcr tablet is a 

replicated design of the earliest 1823 marked grave in the cemetery. The tablets on either side 

list the persons who are considered to be buried in the cernetery s~itlr identification of those who 

have marked gravestones. 

The majority of burials during the antebe1Iurn years were marked simply with fieldstones 

hearing no inscriptions. The earIiest markers are hand-crafted from limatone and sandstone. 

Markers reflecting mass-produced Victorian-era gravestone design are of simple tablet-style with 

squarc, rounded, or slanted-shoulders. There are no high-style markers in the cemetery. A few 

examples of cement coping and paving exist with no stones indicating that origmal markers are 

missing or buried benearh soil and grass. Only one late-twentieth century burial mists within the 

boundaries of the cemetery. 
- 
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T h e  iconography of the mass-produced markers is confined to commonly found sqmbols 

such as Iambs commemorating the innocence of children and an open Bible held by an upraised 

hand symbolizing the human heart open to ~ o d . '  Several markers bear symbols of fraternal 

organizations. Ti is possible that a number of the markers might have makers marlis but these are 

not visible as most of the headstones are sunken or have been damaged, 

Breakdown of iWarked Burials 
Setdement Period 

Kctorim Period 

1850-1 859 = 2 

1 860-1 869 = 1 

1870-1879=9 

1880-2889 = 8 

Total - 20 

Ps f i  Kcto rian Period 

1980- 1989 = 1 

TO&! - f 
There are approximately 75 m a r k e d  fieldstones in the Wolf Cemetery with no burial 

dates incised on them. 

Non-historic Objecfs 

The only non-historic objjects in the Wolf Cemetery are the wire fencing on wood posts 

that surrounds the east, south, and west boundaries and a tri-partite granite marker erected in 

" ~ y p e s  and Explanations oYHeadmnes," online article found at wz~w.ncsenweb.usrcemeten~~;meheadstones., 
awes& September 5,2012. 
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2007 at the entrance to the cemetery. Thjs marker features a sound-shouldered monument 

replicating the historic marker of Maldred Wolf: the first marked stone with a death date of 1823. 

This marker is flanked by taw square shouldered tablets that are inscribed with the namB of the 

interred, divided into Territorial Period, 1820-1 836, Pre-Civil War, 1836-1 861 and Post-Civil 

War, 116 1- 1904. Each time period contains a listing of names of the corresponding interred and 

their death dates. Two asterisks (**) indicate m a r k e d  burials recorded in family Bibles and 

obituaries. 

Landwape 

There is no intentional landscaping associated with the \lTolf Cemetery. Existing features 

of the Iandscape are totally unplanned and natural resulting fiom decades of abandonment fsom 

circa 19 10- 1980. Decades-old deciduous trees have voluntarily grown within the bounds of the 

cemetery in an aberrant pattan. The absence of ornamentation and intentional plantings 

preserves the cultural context of a common rural yeoman family burial ground of the 19' 

century. The cemetery was cleared in the 1980s and is presently owned and maintained by the 

%rolf Cemetay Endowment Fund, established in 2007. ' 

rnTlEGR1TY 

The Wolf Cemetery was established in the 1820s during the European settlement period 

in the White R i x e r  VaUey of the Ozark FEgMands. It is one of the earliest m i t i a g  cemeteries 

ofthis period in North Arkansas and the earliest extant cemetery in the area of Norfork, Baxter 

County, Arkansas. It smtd throughout the 1 9' century as a burial ground for the inter-related 

Wolf and Adarns families who were among the earliest yeoman farmers to establish homesteads 

in the immediate vicinity. Like most rural southern yeoman families in the early 19Ih century, 

burials took place in paveyards established on homesteads as the population was yet too 

scattered for development of community graveyards. The 1823 hand-crafted head and foot 

stones for MaIdred 'CVolf, wife of regional political leader and merchant Major Jacob Wolf, 

' The Wolf Cemetery Endowment Fund: Cemetery deed. 
John R. St;Jgoe, "Common Landscape of b e r i c a ,  1580-1 845," (Yale Universjty Press: New Haven and London, 

19821, 220. 
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provides context for the time period the cemetery was established. There are no other historic 

symbols of the 19" century settlement period remaining in the immediate vicinity of the Wolf 

Cemetery. Neighboring structures include a mid-to-late- 2 0 ~  century small farm adjoining the 

cemetery on the east and south boundaries, tourist'recseational lodge and rentaI cabins, and a 

campground for recreationar vehicles collectively known as Red's Landing. Historic names for 

the cemetery and swounding ticinity have includsd Pleasant Run, Wolf-Adams Cemetery, 

Chastain Cemetery, and Herron, reflecting names for geographical features andlor changes in 

land o ~ n e r ~ h i ~ . ~  

The Wolf Cemetery is the oldest surviving cemetery surrounding fhe town of h'orfork 

that represents the settlement period. The site of Norfork w u  initially atablished in 1824 as the 

t o ~ v r ~  of Liberty and populated by &e Wolf and Adams families and their descendants. Norfork 

is still the only in~orparated town in the area. Support for the IVolf Cemetery as the earliest 

extant cemetery representing the area's settlement period comes from a survey of know-n 

cemeteries in the vicinity of present-day Norfork (historic Liberty) in Baxter County. Fol~owing 

is a listing of the area cemeteries with the earliest burial for each. 

Source: A r k a m  Cemeteries: Bmer Counry Arkamas ~ernetery '  

CEMETERY EARLIEST RLXTAL 

Arhna 2 891 

Burnt School House 1 884 

Galatia 1883 

Hutchison 1880 

Lone Aock 1901 

Lucy Martin 1911 

Martin 1871 

Martin Springs 1894 

,FLI.brfork 19 12 

Arkao~a~Gra!mtones.org -'*The Wolf Cernetety,"onhe article found at 
h t t p : r ~ a r k a n s a s q r ~ ~ ~ e s ~ o n e s . o r ~ I c e m e 1 2 r y 1  
' "Arkansas Cemereries: Baxter County ,hkansas Cemetery, online aticlz foumLat 
h t ~:~~~~~v~v.r00t~w~eb.8ncer; t w.coml-arcerne te'bax ter~'baxter,htm. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable NationaI Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more hoxes for the criteria qua1 ifyhg the property for Kational Registm 
listing.) 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to  the 
broad patterns of our history. 

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C, Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistx values, 
or represents a significant nnd distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Pmpaty has yielded, or is Iikely ta yield, information important in p~ehistnry or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'h" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for reIigious purposes 

B. Removed From its original location 

I E. A reconstructed building object, or structure 

I F. A commemorative property 

/ G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years 

Section 7 page 21 
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Areas of Siguificance 
(Enter categosies fiom instructions.) 
-EXPLOMTIOWSETFLEMEYT 

Period of Significance 
1823-1873 

Significant Dates 
1823.1873 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

Cultural Amnation 
N A  

Baxter, Arkansas 
Co~nly a i d  State 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
Ievel of significance, applicable cri~eria, justifi'cation for the period of significance, and my 
applicable cri ter ia consjderations-) 

SURan4RY 

The Wolf Cemetery in the vicinity of Yorfork is bcing nominated .to the National Register 

of Historic Places under Criterion A, Criteria Consideration D with local si@carmce for the 

role of the interred in the formation of the political and economic character of early 19' century 

Ezard County. The Wolf Cemetay is the only known burial gmund w i t h  the city limits of 

Norfork The _Martin S priny Cemetery is the closest but is located amss the White River fiorn 

the town, approximately two miles north of Wolf Cmeterq.. The three interments date from 2005 

and 1894. As the earliest known burial ground the Wolf Cemetery is representative of the 

settlement period sf h d  Countv, known as Baxter County since 1873. The Wolf Cemetq that 

originated in the 1820s as the burjal ground for Wolf and Adams pioneering families in the hills 

of the White River Valley of the Ozark Highlands is now once again. under the private 

ownership of the descendants ofthe founders. In the earlimt decades of its existence co rnon  

fieidstones were acceptable markers for the dexased whose families lived nearby and 

understood where loved ones had been buried. Not until the improved transportation and 

increased population of the 1850s did commercially-prod beravestones become readily 

available to mark grac7es. Even then the families of this nual agricultural area chose humble 

markers of simple design. Extensive urban inmsion has never reached the isofatd location of 

.the wolf Cemetery enabling it b retain a high degree of its 19' century integrity as a cultural 

statement of the settlement period. 

ELABORATION 
Cmnfy and Town Hislory 

Baxter County is part of the physiographic and geologic highland region known as the 

Ozark Plateau. The W t e  River winds through ruggcd, forested hills of the southern part of the 

county creating fertile bottom lands in the flood plains along its banks. The area surrounding the 

convergence of the North  irk River with the White River in the central part of the ;ounty has a 

Section & page 13 
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unique history of multi-ethic hmters in the 18'~ and early 1 !Ih centuries displaced by European 

yeoman fanners in the decades foIlowing the 1803 Louisiana Purchase. In 18 18 - 1 8 19 

geographer, geoIogist, and ethnoIogist Hensy Rowe SchooIcrafi toured the White River Valley. 

In his journd he described a wildmess m a  that was scarcely populated except for isolated 

pockets along the fiver's edges. In midJanuary 1819 he arrived at a trader's cabin located 

opposite the mouth of the North Fork River and recorded in his journal: 

... Here were b e m f u l  views for the ladcape-painter. vvanA ohcntageous 

situation for the man of bzlsinass.-..Here, the innumerable stveam ... collected into 

two large and beautifil rivers, unite, anb+fiom this point forth to the . ~ ~ s i % s i p p i ,  

f o m  a river migable  ta all seasom, jor bosh of the imgesr burdpn 

Before !he end of that year the extensive Wolf and Adams families anrived in the ' I lh i te 

River Valley and began the process of transforming the ~i ldemess .~  Follolving open range 

practices for raising livestock, the deciduous nut Bees of the forested hills provided mast for 

settlers9hogs \file high, intamittent plateaus provided namal pastures for the cattle. In the 

early 1800s excess livestock and furs hanested hrn hunting the native wildlife were floated 

damriver on raft+ to distant markets and sold for cash or barlleted far supplies not produced 

locally. In addition the abundant springs assured plentiful fresh wata for farmsteads. 

The U'olf and Adams families started arriving in the area under the govemmentd 

jurisdiction of Lawrence County, Missouri Tmitory. With the creation of Arkansas Tmitorq' in 

1 819 the area became Lawrence County, Arkansas Territory. I .  1820 the county designation had 

changed becoming Independence County. The county designation again changed when hard 

County was created on October 27, 1825. That designation stood for nearly fifty years until the 

post-Civil Urm period when Baxter County was created on March 24,1873. ' 
By 1830 the ppulation of Jzard County was 1,266 increasing by approximately 1,000 

persons each decade until 1 860 \then the population grew to 7,2 15. Fol.Io.rving the Civil War 

- 

Tommy Jameson, Joan L. Gould, "Jacob Wolf Rouse: Historic SUUGW~ Rep&" (Southern Reprographics: Lirtle 
Rock), 2004.25-2?. 
'Bid,  31. 
' S w a n  Vatno, 'M Coun~,'' Information accessed h m  The Encylopedia of Arkansas History and Culture, 
htrr?:tlm~.encycIo~diaofarkansas.net; Jane Andrewson, '%axter County," Information-acces~ed from The 
E n c y c l o e a  of Arkensas Historq. and Culture, hrtxr-~~~cua~.encvclo~~iaofarEcansas.net. 
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population declined slightly but by the t ime Baxter County was established it was on the rise 

once more. The First railroad in the area was constructed circa J903. The Norfork D m ,  

dedicated in 1952 by President Harry $. Truman, msfomsd fie h'orth Fork River h r n  the 

wilderness desaibed by Schoolcraft in 1819 into an internationally recognized fishing and 

recreation area.' 

The allied Wolf and Adams families of German and Scots-hsh ancestry arrived in the 
I 

I valley circa 1820 from Hopkins County, Kentucky. At the convergence of the North Fork River 

14th the White, individual family units staked their claims on fertile bottom lands both north and 

south. Their arrival i s  documented in Missouri and Arkansas territorial records; even Kentucky 

court recurds and land deeds note their relocation. N1 were yeoman farmers. Within only a few 

years they found need to establish a dedicated burial site for their inter-related families, The 

lhro'olf Cemetay remained their primary burial ground for the remainder of the 19" century 

The M70lf and Adams families had formed an dliance as neighbors in Kentucky. During 

the early years in tRe White River Vdley the two families inter-married. The founding families 

a d  their ofispring would come to yield power and influence on area development as well as the 

broader Arkansas political arena. 

One of the r n ~ s t  senior members of t he  extensive Wolf - Adams connections aniving in 

the White River Valley was the elder Jamb Wolf (b.1740; d.1831) tirho was in his late-70s or 

early 80s. He had been a blacksmith in Salisbury, North Carolina, before moving west. Family 

histories state that he died in Izard County where he lived with his son Michael Wolf (b.1764; 

d.1831) and is buried at the Wolf Cemetery. A fieldstone can7d with the initials "JJLm' in Wolf 

Cemetery is thought to be the site of his interment, There is no record of his wife's name or her 

burid site. Michael was trained by his father as a blacksmith, and was recognized as the leader af 

his family unit as it was on his land, in early 1820, that the family burial plot was established. 

Michael and his wife Mary Magdalma Catherine Hedrick U701f (b. 1770: d. 1 83 11, brought their 

thirteen children, ages 34 years to six years, with them to the U%te River. Michael farmed land 

on the river, Both Michael and Mary are buried in unmarked graves in the cemetery, 

Sation 8 page 15 



United States Oeparbnent of the Interior 
Nahonal Park S m c e  I Natonal Rqister of Histork ?!aces R q i s M o n  Form 
NPS ?om 10-900 OMB No. 102440 18 

Wolf Cemeltery 
Name of Property 

Baxter, Arkansas 
County a d  State 

The W t e  River Valley was part of the 1803 huisiana Purchase. The original G e n d  

Land Office survey were still under way by United States government suneyon during the 

1820s. Until these'suweys were compIetsd lands could not be patented (deeded by the 

government) to individuals. From 1 821 to 183 1 men of the WoIf and Adams f ad ies  took part in 

this vital process. In 1828 Michael Wolf (b. 1809; d.1847), son of the senior Michael wolf, 

served as a chain-carrier for surveys of several of the townships in the immediate area of his 

home and the wolf ~emetery. " D~orento Dow Wolf (b. 18 I 1; d.1857), son of the senior Michael, 

znherited his father's homestead and in 1 835 reccived a patent on the land where it was located in 

Section 3, Township 17 North, and Range 12 West. Michael and Lorenzo's graves are 

unmarked.' ' 
T h e  Cherokee Treaty of 1817 reserved the land opposite Michael WotPs settlement on 

the White River for various Indian &ibes that the U. S. government was pressurjng to move 

westward from tribal lands east of the Mississippi River. Groups of Cherokee. Shawnees, 

Delaivare, and other smaller Indian tribes occupied this land until they were again moved Further 

west beyond the \vestem territorial boundary of Arkansas in 1828. '~  As soon as the land on the 

opposite bank of the White River became available for white settlement, several of the Adams 

families estabIished farmsteads on the fertile bottom lands. Peter F. Adarns, fi. 1806; d. 18571, 

marsid to Michael and Catherine IYoIfs daughter Lucinda, (b. 1 809; d. 1857), was established 

on the western bank early enough for his fields to be documented by government surveyors on 

the 1829 General Land Office Survey for Section 3 1, Township 18 North, and Range 12 West 

Peter and his wife Lucinda lie in m a r k e d  graves. John Adarns (b. 1 796; d. I840), who was 

mazlied to Mary Ann Wolf A d m ,  (3. f 790 d. 18601, another sf MichaeI and Catherine Wolfs 

daughters, patented land in Section 19, Township 18 North, and Range 12 West. Follozving 

John's death in 1840, Mary Ann Wolf Adams became the first woman in what became Baxter 

County to patent land under her own name when she expanded land holdings in I859 in the 

lo Jameson and Gould, 44. 
" ' m e  Wolf Cemetery: accessed online at h t t p : ! ! a r k a n s a s ~ r a v e s t o n e s t l l o r n / c e r n e t e t v . l ;  
United States land patent for lor em^ Dow Walf. 1835, U.S. Department ~f the Interior: B m u  of Land 
hlanagec~ent, General Land Ofice Recards, accessed odhe at it trp ::,'~ww.: Iorecords. hlm. go!,;. 
" Jmeson and Gould, 3 1,42. 
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neighboring Section 18,  s m e  township and rangc. Jab"  ttomhstone is a commercial. Gothic 

arch marker bur Mary Ann's grave is marked.13  

Major Jacob Wolf (b. 1786; d. 186.31, became the most noted of Michael and Cathesine's 

chiidten. In every decade of the 1 9" century there have been n u m m s  Jacobs mong the Wolf 

kin. Since 1825 use of the title of Major has helped to distinguish the Jawb Wolf who was 

appointed by Go\wmor Coorge hard as Major of the 7Ih Regiment of the Arkansas Tenjtorlal 

Militia. Probably nevw hawing of Schoolcraft's prodiction that the month of the Sorth Fork 

River wns an advantageom ritualion for the man ofbusiness, here Major Wolf established one of 

the must extensive &ding posts on the upper White River which was responsible, in a great part, 

for his notoriety. 

Major Wolf's nephew M. H. Wolfrecorded in 1912 that Jamb settled on the south side of 

the White River in 1820 about a mile berow h s  father Michael, on whose land the Wolf 

cemetery was established. The Major's arrival cmesponded with the relocation of a p u p  of 

Shawnee and Delaware Indians who occupied land on the 18 17 Cherokee Treaty- lmds dong the 

U'hire Riva. In 19 1 5 Jacob's son Joseph M. Wolf umte  that his father: 

.. . did a great deal of work for rhe Indiam' making tomahawks, butcher knives, 

and arrowheads, for which he took in payrneni pelts, dried venison, and wild 

honey, which he shipped lo Few Orteans, by means of the old-flat boat. On these 

trips, he rvould take with ls Him a kee! boat, and have it at the mouth ofthe Write 

river. The he took in exchrege for his products were brought to the mouth 

of !he Wile River by sleamboat. a d  then put on the keel boat- From thence, fhc 

h ~ n t  waspoled up the n'ver to the mouth qf rhe Norlh Fork where ha established cr 

Irading post. 14 

In 1824 Wolf filed for a Iand patent at the mouth of the North Fork River, north of h s  

father" Imd. Here he founded the town of Libert?, where he estabIished his blacksmith and 

capentry shops, kept a stare, and o~vnad the ferries across both the !%'lute and North Fork 

l 3  United States land patent for Jubn Adams, 1835, Umted States land patent for Mmy <\dams, 1859, E.S, 
Department of the Interior: Bureau of Land Managernenk General Land Ofllce Records. accessed online at 
htm:~Tww.nlorecllrds blrn.~ov*. 
'' Jamcson and Gauld, 3 1-38, 

T 
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Rivers. His dweIling house became the temporary seat of justice for the embryonic h d  County 

created. on October 27,1825. 

In 1826 Wolf was appointed postmaster of Liberty md was eIected to the General 

Assembly of Territory of kkmsas. During the 1827 session he introduced the bill that extended 

the westem boundary of I z d  to fhe outskirts of present-day Fayetteville. In 1829, while 

representing rzard County in the General AssembIy, Jacob Wolf uras instrumental in having the 

totm of Liberty designated as the permanent seat of justice for the county. He donated land for 

the courthouse and won the bid to construct it. Circa 1829 he constructed a two-story log house 

with a central heezeway on the k t  level, often referred to in vernacular t m s  as a 'dogtrof90 

serve as the first Izad County Courthouse. The large upper-level room extending over the 

breezeway saved as the c~urtroom. Judges and lawyers traveled from distant parts of the 

territory to regularly appear at the scheduled court sessions. The lower-Ievel housed the county 

clerk's ofice." Today it stands as Arkansas's oldest public smcture. It wns restored in 2002 

with funding provided by a 1999 Courthouse Restoration Grant from the Arkansas Historic 

Presmratian Program. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in I 973. l 6  

Major Wolf, left with five children ages 6 - 14 years after his first wife Maldred {spelled 

Mildred in some sources), died in 1823, quickly remarried on January 8, 1524, 10 Elizabeth 

Lantz @. 1800; d.18461, widow of Jesse H. Sanders of BatesvilIe. Elizabeth's fhmily was known 

to be aquaintd with a prospesous mercantile family by the name of Achesan with several 

business inaaests in the area of 'CVheeling Urashington County, Virginia (now West Virginia). 

On January 4, 183 1, young John Acheson, a rnemher of -this merchant family, arrived at 

Batesville (south of Liberty) on the steamboat Taverly, with a load af merchandise destined for 

Major ? ~ o i f . ' ~  The tPaverly was the first stearnboat to ascend as far up the White Rivw as 

Baien4lle as shortly thereafter Major Wolfs son, William M. Wolf, (&. 181 2; d. 1852), 

captained the first steamboat to arrive at his father% landing at the mouth of the Yortb Fork 

River. Wolf s  Landing became a noted steamboat stop and Wolf prospered. 'CVillim prospered 

- 

' 5  Bid, 39-5 1. 
" aid ,  88. 

- ' ' ~ a r i n n  S. Craig and George E. W o r d ,  eds., " h e r s  From : Steamboat Passenget," 77131eIndependence Coultl;lr 
Chronicle, (October, 1994 - January, 1995), 1 I -  12. 
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as well and became the first merchant in Buffalo (present-day BuffiIo Cit?;) and Yellville. 

William" grave is arnong those marked fieldstones in the cemetery. 

Bn 1533 Major Wolf used his position in the General AssernbIy to leverage for a road to 

be constructed through lzard County. It was an extension of the Mililw Road from Jackson. 

then seat of justice for Lawrence County, passing through Liberty on a course to the western 

boundary of Arkansas. It was authorized hy the U. S. Congress in 1834 and constructed soon 

afler bringing travelers not only to the courthouse but also to his store and ferries. During the 

1830s a number of road divisions were built across Arkansas with U.S. government funding 

preparing the way for the mass rernovaI of Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole 

lndjans from the southern states west across the Mississippi River to the Indian Territory 

(present-day Oklahoma). In 1838 one contingency of approximately 1200 men, women, a n d  

children led by Cherokee sub-chief John Benge crossed the White River at a fording place above 

the mouth of the Korth Fork River. A smaIl splinter group h m  the Benge contingency had 

taken a route h u g h  Batesvif le crossing the North Fork River east of liberty. mere is no record 

of the Benge group coming directly into Liberty but Wolf had influenced a government mad 

initiative to his advantage, The various routes of removal have collectively come to be called the 

'Trail s f  Tears.'" 

When the Izard County seat of justice was relocated to Athens in 1836 ownership of the 

log domot that had served as the bard County Courthouse reverted back to U'olf, It became 

known thereafter as the Jacob Wolf House. ARm several name changes the town that Jacob built 

etrentdly became h o r n  as Norfork, the name It bears presently. 

Major Wolf continued to prosper throughout the 1850s but the Civil War brought hard 

times for the Wolf and Adams families as it did for most Arkansans. In April of 1862, Federal 

troops under h e  command of General Samuel R. Curtis were stationed at nearby Salem, Fulton 

County. From that vantage point Curtis issued orders to destroy mills, ferries, and other means of 

support for x e a  residents. "IVdlrs Ferrj' was among the ordered targets. According to family 

tradition the Major was taken prisoner for physically resisting the takeover of his home md 

detained for several months in BatmiIIe. 
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Major Jacob UTolfs body was buried, according to family accounts, in the same family 

cemetery on Pleasant Run where his first wife Maldred Meredith Wolf (b. 1786; d. 2 8231, and his 

second wife Elizabeth Lantz Sanders Wolf @,I  XOO; d.1846), were buried. Maldred" gratfc is the 

earliest marked grave in the Wolf Cemetery. A heart, spbo l i c  o f  devotion and love, is canted 

on the mvnded head of the rustic stone above a barely visible inscription of vernacular lettering 

stating: 

MALDECED WOLF 

BYS BORhr APRIL 19 1 786 

DEP-MTED wrs E.UW 

The remainder of the inscription is buried heath  the soil or has broken off. The 

footstone for her gave site indicates her date of death as 1823, corresponds with f d l y  

records. Both the headstone and footstone are made out of limestone. Like the Major's, 

Elizabeth's burial is umarked. His third wife, Cynthia Hardin Shipp, who he married in 1848, 

remarried and relocated after Wolfs death. By three wives Major Jacob Wolf had 14 children." 

By the early years of the twentieth century the WoIf Cemetery had ceased to be active 

with its last historic burial occurring in 1904. That burial, in an unmarked grave, was of Attie 

Eaffoon (3.1880; d. 1904). Her obituary indicated she died of typhoid fever. l 9  

Ovm the course of its history, the Wolf Cemetery bas been known as the Wolf-,.Zdms 

Canetay ,  Chastaia Cemetery, Pleasant Run Cemetery, and Hmon Cemetery. A stipulation of 

the 2007 deed to the Wolf Cemetery Endowment Fund established that the "said tract shall bc 

named The Wolf Cemetery." '" 
Prior to the l9SOs the Wolf Cemetery was totally over-grown with underbrush and 

weeds. Over the course of its existence it had been part of a pasture where cattle had stepped on 

and broken many of h e  stones. Local residmts of Norfork and farnily descendants rehabilitated 

the cemetery. 

'' Iamesan and GouId, 6 1 -78. 
l9 "The Wolf Cemerery." - 

Wolf Cemetery deed, The Wolf Cemetery Endowment Fund. 
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Funerary Architecture 

The majority of burials in the Wolf Cemetery during the antebellum years are denoted 

simply with unmarked fieldstones. A small number of the fieldstones reveal some hand-cawed 

lettering but time and damage &om past use of the cemetery as a cattle pasture have taken their 

toll and inscriptions have become illegble. Professionally-produced grave markers would not be 

readily available for decades to come when the cemetery was established in the 1820s. Local 

stonemasons generally did not possess the skills to craft elaborate grave markers. In addition, 

m l y  residents were generally cash-poor. These same. conditions existed throughout the 

migratory path of pioneering settlers resulting in the very practice seen for the earliest bwials in 

the Wolf Cemetery, namely marking graves with simple fieldstones. For generations families 

passed along the locations where loved ones had been buried. 

In spite of Major Jacob Wolf's prominence in Arkansas's settlement history, his grave is 

cotsidered to be in an unmarked location in the Wolf Cemetery. Two hand-crafted grave 

markers establish the significance of the early origins of the WoIf Cemetery. The headstone for 

Maldred Wolf, the first wife of Major Jacob Wolf who died in 1823, marks the earliest burial in 

this cemetery. The second hand-carved headstone marks the 1840 burial of John Ad=. It is 

fabricated from sandstone with outer layers that have eroded and delaminated. Attempts to repair 

the stone have reconstructed a sufficient degree of the lettering to determine the name of John 

Adams with his bxth date of August 23, 1796, and death date of March 2, 1840. His marked 

burial £mm the early statehood period and Maldred Wolfs from the territorial period provide the 

evidence for the early origins of the cemetery. 

Only after access to the area via stearnboats and improved roadways developed did the 

commercial1 y-produced Victorian form in decorative art and funerary architecture (covering the 

period 1837 to 190 1) begin to appear in the Wolf Cemetery. Only modest forms of funerary art 

are represented in this 1 9 ~  century rural cemetery. iconography is confined to commonly found 

symbols such as a reclining lamb of Gad on the tablet-shaped gavestone of infant Nancy E. 

Herron (born and died 1877). The same lamb symbolizing innocence is found on the gravestones 

of Lucy Jenkins @. 1 882; d. 1 8841, and Ida Adell Luther @. 1 872; d. 1 878). A dove symbolizing 
- - 
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purity and peace adorns the tablet-style gravestone of Eliza J. Thomas (b.1859; d.1887). The 

gravestone for Fannie I. Miller (b. 1835; d. 1 8841, features a hand holding an open Bible. 
I 

Seveml post-Civil War gravestones in the Wolf Cemetery feature symbols of Masonic 

and Independent Order of Odd Fellows fiatemal organizations. Numerous members of the Wolf 

and Adams families were b u r p  to have been Freemasons. Masons had a strong presence in the 

uppet White River Valley throughout the 1 gth c e n t u ~ .  T I E  commercial-produced gravestones of 

David K Finley (b.1142; d,?878), Azariah T. Mrolf (b.1844; d.1871), John A. Mos (b.1819; 

d.1871): and Jamb M. Wolf (b.1838; d.I870), bear Masonic symbols indicating - their 

membership in the fraternal organization of Freemasonry. A hand-awed gravestone for Jacob 

Wolf (b.1844; d.1872), reveals a hand-canted Masonic synbl. The commercially-produced 

gravestone of George w. Culp (b. 1858; d. 1882), is engraved with three linked chains, a symbol 

of the hdqendent  Order of Odd Fellows. 

STATEMEKT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wolf Cemetery is the earliest extant cemetery representing the settlement period for 

lzard County: Arkansas. This fact has been confimd through a survey of known burials in the 

county. The town of Norfork was initially established in 1824 by Major Jacob Wolf under the 

name of Liberty. The allied Wolf and A d m s  families buried in the Wolf Cemetmy arrived in the 

area of the confluence of the White River with the North Fork River circa 1 820. The pioneering 

settlers of these two families formed ;the. agricultural and political growth and development of the 

region and state. They participated in the original land sunre? conducted by the United States 

General Land Office and were the first male and female patentees of the land. Major Jacob Wolf 

wras a member of the associated Wolf families and he greatly influenced the early establishment 

of Izard County (parent of Baxter County) when he constructed the county's first territorial 

courthouse circa 1829 that stands presently in the tomm of Norfork as he state's oldest public 

stnrcture and is listed on the h'ational Register of Historic Places. He was responsible for 

bringing the first government-sponsored roadways to the area ( M i l i t q  Road) and the first 

steamboats that contributed to the regional economic development. The Wolf Cemetery is being 

nominated to the National Register of Historic PIaces under Criterion A, Criteria - 
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Consideration D ~ l t h  local si-gnificance as a representation of the settlement era of Izard (now 

Baxter), County. 

T h e  Wolf Cemetery was established ia the early 1820s as a rural family burial ground 

south of the town of Norfork (historic Liberty). It is the ewliest ~ O I V I I  cemetery in the city limits 

of Norfork and the interred were responsible for shaping that area of hard County. Its early 

origins are c o n b e d  by two hand-crafted gravestones from 1823 and 1840. Its Victorian-era 

monuments appear only follomkg improved transportation to the area. The cemetery ceased to 

be active at the end of  the nineteenth century. It is presently devoid of intentional landscaping 

and shaded only by the sporadic placement of volunteer trees. The cemetery is surrounded by 

agricul turd fjelds and forestal hillsides thereby maintaining a high-degree of integriv of a 

nineteenth century rural family cemetery. 

Only one contemporary burial exists within the confines of the cemetery and that is of the 

Iatetwentieth century owner ofthe Sand who deeded the property to tbe descendants of the 

original I%'olf a d  Adams families buried there. 
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Previous documentation on me WPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
- previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Sunfey # - recorded by Historic American Engneering Record + 
- recorded by Historic .American Landscape Survey f: 

Primary Iocation of additional data: 

x State Historic Preservation Ofice - - Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 

Name of repository: 

Bistorjc Resources Suwey Namber (if assigned): 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 0.44 

Use eithet the Wh4 system or latituderlongitude coordinates 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datwn if other than MrGS84: 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal placm) 
1. Latitude: 36.16199 Longitude: -92.25769 

2. Latitude: Longitude: 

3. Latitude: Longitude: 

4. Latitude: Longitude: 
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Or 
UTM References 
Datum (indicated on USGS map): 

Baxter, Arkansas 
County and Staw 

NAD 1483 

1. Zone: 15 Easting: 566829 Northing: 40023 16 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

3. Zone: Easting: Yofing: 

4. Zone: East ing : Northing: 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.] 

A part of Iats 3 8 and 39 of Sharp's White River Acres, 5" Addition, Baxter County, 
Arkansas. Beginning at the hW corner of said Lot 38, thence S 19 degrees 25'E, 712.1 fket 
along the Westerly line of Lot 38 to the Southerly R/W line of the MOPAC Railroad; tbence 
N 7 1 degrees 27' E, 193.5 feet along the Southerly RIW of said WR to the true p i n t  of the 
beginning:, thence S 18 deg-rees 33 'E, 100.0 feet; thence S 71 degrees, 27'W, 192.3 feet; 
thence K 19 degrees 25"CVI 100 feet to Southerly RIW line of the MOPAC Railroad; Thence 
N 71 degrees 27'E, 193.8 feet along said R'CV line to the true point of beginning; containing 
0.44 acres mote or less. 

Boundary- Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundaries contain all: the property w i t h  the Wolf Cemetery that retains historic integrity. 

I 1. Form Prepared By 

name!'title: Holly Hope 
organization: Arkansas Histork Presesc7ation P r o m  

street & number: 1 500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street 
city or tourn: Little Rock state: AR zip code: 72201 
e-mail hollv~;arkansasheri~~e.or~. 
telephone: 501324-9148 
date: 01/11/13 - - 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Maps: A Z'SGS map or quivdent  (7.5 or 1 5 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 

a Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key aU photogaphs to this map. 

AdditianaI items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

Photagraph s 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1 600x 1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi ('pixels per inch) or larger. Key aII photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photogaph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity7 the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be Iisted once on the photograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 

Photo Log 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: State: 

Date Photographed: 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, indude description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
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to th+s request b requtrerl te obtain a benefit in accordance with the Natronar Hlstoric Preservation Act, as amended ( I 6  U.S.C.460 
er seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting M e n  for this form is estirnatd to average TO0 hours per response induding 
trme 'or reviewrng Ens'mctlons, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviming the form, Direct comments regarding 
this burdeq estimate or any aspect of this form to the OPfioe of Planning and Padomance Management U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
134G C. Street W,Y. Washmgton. DC. 

- 
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