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The Casey House in Mountain Home is a well-constructed frame dog-trot built
circa 1858. Though styled like many pioneer homes in Arkansas, the Casey
House is unusual in the materials used in its construction. In contrast

- to the rough-hewn logs used in most dog-trot style houses, the Casey House
is sheathed in clapboard siding with wide flush-board lining the central

breezeway. The rustic refinement is continued on the interior with wainscoting
used in both rooms. ‘

The rectilinear floor plan of the Casey House contains two rooms separated

by an open breezeway. This typical dog-trot style structure has a wide
verandah across the front (east) elevation. A wood-shingled gable roof covers
the house and extends into a shed roof over the front verandah. Some additions
made to the house after it was constructed have been removed, thus restoring
the house to its original rectilinear' shape.

The facade is symmetrical and divided by the central breezaway. Each of the
two rooms has a single front entry with a transom over the paneled door.
Double hung sash windows with nine over six lights flank both entrances. A
simple wood moulding surrounds the doors and windows on the facade and the

two doorways opening off either side of the breeszeway. Like the front entries,
the breezeway entries also have a transom above a single paneled door.

Twin chimneys once £flanked the north and south elevations, rising above the
ridge line of the gable roof. The north chimney is no longer standing, but
the south chimney is still in place. This cut stone exterior chimney covers
about one-third of the south elevation.

The interior of the Casey House has single-tier paneled wainscot in both
rooms. .-‘The wall surface above the wainscot was probably covered by wallpaper
when the house was constructed, and will be refinished as. the restoration

of the house continues. Though damaged in some spots, .the original wide
plank flooring is still in place. Opposite the breezeway entry in the south
room is a large stone fireplace. Built of cut stone like the chimney, this
fireplace has a rectangular shape with a wide keystone over the hearth.’

The Casey House has been unoccupied for a number of years and is in a somewhat
deteriorated condition; however, Baxter County has recently purchased the
property and county funds are being used to repair and restore the house. Work
accomplished thus far consists of removing the ell addition on the north rear
elevation; .re~roofing the.:structure with wood shingles, rebuilding the porch
flcor on the verandah, and replacing some ‘of the porch posts. Further
restoration work will be carried out as funds become available.

The Casey House is located on its original site, which is nowv a part of the
Baxter County fairgrounds. Colonel Casey's store, which was originally located
about thirty feest southeast of his house, is no longer standing and there”are

no visible remains of the structure. A chain link fence encloses the tree shaded
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a medical doctor and the first _postmaster in Mountain Home, the younger
Casey was also an important figure in early Baxter County history.

The store which Colonel Casey operated was quite successful, as is evidenced
in the official Marion County records. In 1860 Randolph Casey identified
himself as a merchant and valued his real and personal estates at several
thousand dollars. Ten years earlier he had registered as a farmer in the
1850 Tennessee census and valued his real estate at $2,000.00. Thus, his
move to Arkansas brought immediate financial success. Casey continued to
operate his store in Mountain Home until he sold out and retired in 1885.

According to Goodspeed, Colonel Casey enlisted in the fourtzenth Confederate
Arkansas Infantry in 186l1. After serving in Captain Adrian’s Company, h=
was honorably discharged at Corinth, Mississippi. In the y=zars following
the Civil War Casey became involved in local politics. When Baxter County
was formed in 1873, Colonel Casey became its first representative to the
state leglslature.

The Casey House, built more than a century. and a quarter ago, remains in
good condition. Though architecturally important as a good example of a
dog~trot structure, the primary significance of the Casey House lies in its
associations with persons and events in early Baxter County history. Within
the past decade the decendants of Colonel Casey have sold his home. to

Baxter County. When fully restored the house will be a meaningful monument
to Mountain Home's first citizen.
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lot on which the house rests and protects it from vandalism. Structﬁ.rally,
the house is in fairly good condition, thus facilitating its restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Casey House is the most important historic structure in the north Arkansas S
town of Mountain Home. About 1858 Colonel Randolph D. Casey built this two-
room dog-trot house for his family. On the same lot Colonel Casey built a

frame store, the first commercial structure in the Mountain Home area. This
small store also housed the first post office in Mountain Home and was the

site of the first court ever held in Baxter County. (Court records show that !
the county paid Colonel Casey $7.00 rent per month for the use of his stores.)
Though the old store has long since disappeared, the nearby Casey House still ]
stands as a reminder of the early days in Mountain Home's history. i

Architecturally, the Casey House is unusual in the use of construction materials
for its particular style. The house is constructed as a dog-trot with two
large rooms on either end separated by an open breezeway through the middle. P
Across the facade is a long verandah supported by simple square posts. Most ‘ D
pioneer homes built in this style were constructed entirely of rough hewn logs; §i
however, the Casey House was built with milled lumber over the log framing. ;i
Clapboard siding covers the exterior walls with flush-board lining the open fl
breezeway. The interiors are lined in flush-board over paneled wainscot. Transoms %‘
i

over the paneled doors add to the refinement of the antebellum Casey House.

This architecturally interesting residence was built about 1858 in-the Rapp’s P
Barrens community. In 1855 Colonel Randolph D. Casey had moved his family :
from their home in Hardeman County, Tennessee, to Marion County, Arkansas. f%
Colonel Casey opened the first store in the community and later built his home -
nearby. Though the house and store remained unaltered, the community and :
even the county around them changed. Rapp's Barrens became Mountain Home, and :
in 1873 Baxter County was formed from parts of Marion and three other counties. !

Randolph D. Casey was one of the eldest of a dozen children born to Hiram and
Catherine DePriest Casey. At age eighteen Randolph Casey married and began
farming in western Tennessee. 1In 1838 he was elected colonel of the 124th
Tennassee Militia, a title he carried throughout his:life. - .&s ‘a part of the
Tennessee Militia, Casey was involved in moving the Cherokees to the Indian
Nation.

Colonel Casey was elected clerk for Hardeman County in 1844, but in the next
decade moved his family west to Arkansas. Settling at Rapp's Barrens in 1855,
Casey was accompanied not only by his wife and children, but also by his
mother, Mrs. Catherine Casey, and his youngest brother, John M. Casey. AsS
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