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The Casey House i n  Mountain Home is a well-constructed frame dog-trot bu i l t  
circa 1858. Though styled l ike many pioneer homes in  Arkansas, the Casey 
House is unusual in the materials used i n  its construction. In contrast 
t o  the rough-hewn logs used in  most dog-trot s ty le  houses, the Casey House 
is sheathed i n  clapboard siding with wide flush-board lining the central 
breezeway. The rus t ic  refinement is  continued on the interior  with wainscoting 
used in  both rooms. 

??he recti l inear floor plan of the Casey House contains *do rooms separated 
by an open breezeway. This typical c?og-trot s ty le  structure has a wide 
verandah across the front (east) elevation. A wood-shingled gable roof covers 
the house and extends into a shed roof over the front verandah. Some additions 
made to  the house a f t e r  it was constructed have been removed, thus restoring 
the house t o  its original rectilinear-: sha;?e. 

The facade i s  symmetrical and divided by the central breezeway. Each of the 3 
-i two rooms has a single front entry with a transom over the paneled Soor- 

9 

3 Double hung sash windows with nine over s ix  l ights  flank both entrances. A 
; simple wood moulding surrounds the doors and windows on the facade and tho, 

T 

two doorways opening off e i ther  side of the breezeway. Like the front entries,  
i 

d the breezeway entries also have a transom above a single paneled door. 
1 

Twin chiqmeys once flanked the north and south elevations, r is icg above the 
ridge lind of the gable roof. The north chimney is no longer standing, but 
the south chimney is s t i l l  in  place. This cut stone exterior chimney covers 
about one-third of the south elevation. 

. . 
The interior  of the Casey House has single-tier paneled wainscot i n  both 
raons. The wall surface above the wainscot was probably covered by wallpaper 
when the house was constructed, and w i l l  be refinished as the restoration 
of the house continues. Though damaged in  some spots, the original wide 
plank flooring is still in  place. O2posite the breezeway entry i n  the south 
room is a large stone fireplace. B u i l t  of cut stone l ike  the chimney, t h i s  
fireplace has a rectangular shape with a wide keystone over the hearth.' 

The Casey House has been unoccupied for  a number of years and i s  i n  a somewhat 
deteriorated condition; however, Baxter County has recently purchased the 
property and county funds are being used t o  repair and restore the house. Work 
accomplished thus f a r  consists of removing the e l l  addition on the north rear  
e1evation;:re-roofing the.:structure w i t J x  wood shingles, rebuilding the porch 
floor on the verandah, =d replacing some 'of the porch posts- Further 
restoration work w i l l  be Carrie,': out as  funds become available. 

I 

The Casey House is located on i t s  oriqinal s i t e ,  which i s  n0.v a par t  of the 
Eaxter County fairgrounds. Colonel Casey's store, which was originally located 
about t h i r t y  feat  southeast of h i s  house, is no longer standing and thare 'are 
no visible remains of tha structure. A chain link fence encloses the t r e e  shadad t3 I 
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l 
a medical doctor and the  f i r s t  postmaster i n  Mountain Home, t he  younger 
Casey was a l s o  an i m p o r t n t  f igure  i n  ear ly  Baxter County his tory.  

The s to re  which Colonel Casey operated was qu i t e  successful ,  a s  i s  evidenced 
i n  t he  o f f i c i a l  Marion County records. I n  1860 Randolph Casey iden t i f i ed  
himself a s  a merchant and valued h i s  r e a l  and personal e s t a t e s  a t  several  
thousand dol la rs .  Ten years e a r l i e r  he had reg is te red  a s  a farmer i n  t h e  
1850 Tennessee census and valued h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  a t  $2,000.00. Thus, h i s  
move t o  Arkansas brought immediate f inanc ia l  success. Casey continued t o  
operate h i s  s t o r e  i n  Mountain Home u n t i l  he so ld  o u t  and r e t i r e d  i n  1885. 

i 
According t o  Goodspeed, Colonel Casey en l i s t ed  i n  t h e  fourteenth ConEederate 
Arkaiisas Infantry i n  1861. After serving i n  Captain Adrian's Company, h= 

I 

was hofiorably discharged a t  Corinth, Mississippi,  In  t h e  years following 
I 

t he  Civ i l  War Casey became involved i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  When Baxter County 
was formed i n  1873, Colonel Casey became i ts  f i r s t  representat ive t o  the  (CY s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re .  

I i 
I 

The Casey House, b u i l t  more than a century and a quar te r  ago, remains i n  
good condition. Though arch i t2c tura l ly  important a s  a good example of a 
dog-trot s t ruc ture ,  t h e  primary s ignif icance of t h e  Casey House l ies i n  its 
associat ions  with persons and events i n  e a r l y  Baxter County h i s tory .  Within 
t h e  pas t  decade the  decendants of Colonel Casey have sold h i s  home t o  
Baxter County. When f u l l y  restored the  house w i l l  be a meaningful monument 
t o  Mountain Home's f i r s t  c i t i zen .  
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lot on which the house rests and protects it from vandalism. Structurally, 
the house is in fairly good condition, thus facilitating its restoration. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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The Casey House i s  the  most inportant  h i s t o r i c  s t ruc ture  i n  t h e  north Arkansas , .  
town of Mountain Home. About 1858 Colonel Randolph D. Casey b u i l t  t h i s  two- 
room dog-trot house for  h i s  family. On t h e  same l o t  Colonel Casey b u i l t  a 

I 

fraine s to re ,  the f i r s t  commercial s t ruc tu re  i n  t h e  Mountain Home area. This i 
small s t o r e  a l so  housed t h e  f i r s t  post  o f f i c e  i n  Mountain Home and was the  
s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  court  ever held i n  Baxter County. (Court records show t h a t  

i 
t h e  county paid Colonel Casey $7.00 r e n t  per month f o r  t h e  use of h i s  store.)  i 

: I i 
Though t h e  old s to re  has long s ince disapseared, t he  nearby Casey House s t i l l  ! 

s tands a s  a reminder of t he  ea r ly  days i n  Mountain Home's his tory.  . ! 
i 

Archi tectural ly ,  the  Casey House is niiusual i n  t h e  use of construction mater ia ls  
f o r  i ts  pa r t i cu l a r  s ty le .  The house is constructed a s  a dog-trot w i t h  two 
l a rge  rooms on e i t h e r  end separated by an open breezeway through t h e  middle. 
Across t h e  facade is a long verandah supported by simple square posts. Most 

9 I .  i 

. I 

pioneer homes b u i l t  i n  t h i s  s t y l e  were constructed e n t i r e l y  of rough hewn logs;  
however, t he  Casey House was b u i l t  with milled lumber over t he  log fraiiing. 

; i 
i 1 

Clasboard s id ing  covers t he  ex t e r io r  w a l l s  with flush-boardlining t h e  oTen 
breezeway. The i n t e r i o r s  a r e  l ined  i n  flush-board over paneled wainscot. Transoms I 
over t h e  paneled doors add t o  t h e  refinement of the antebellum Casey House, I 

i 

This a r ch i t ec tu ra l ly  i n t e r e s t i ng  residence was b u i l t  about 1858 i n - t h e  kapp's 
Barrens community. In 1855 Colonel Randolph D. Casey had moved h i s  family 

I 
. 

from t h e i r  home i n  Hardeman County, Tennessee, t o  Marion County, Arkansas. ! 
I i 

Colonel Casey opened the  f i r s t  s t o re  i n  t he  community and l a t e r  b u i l t  h i s  home 
nearby. Though the  house and s t o r e  remained unaltered,  t h e  community and . n 

. ! 
even the  county around them changed. Rapp's Barrens became Mountain Home, and ! 
i n  1873 Baxter County was forned from p a r t s  of Marion and three  o ther  counties. I : 

: t 
Randolph D. Casey wasoneof . theeldest  of a dozen chi ldren born t o  H i r a m  and 

I 

i 
Catherine DePriest Casey. A t  age eighteen Randolph Casey married and began i 
farming i n  western Tennessee. I n  1838 he was e lected colonel of t he  124th ! 

Tennessee Ei i l i t ia ,  a t i t l e  he car r ied  .throughout h i s  l i f e . '  - As .a p a r t  o f  t he  
I 

Tennessee Mi l i t i a ,  Casey was involved i n  moving the  Charokees t o  t he  Indian 
i 
I Nation. i 

Colonel Casey was e lected c l e rk  f o r  Hardaman County i n  1844, brit i n  t'ne next ! 
decade moved h i s  family w e s t  t o  Arkansas. Se t t l i ng  a t  Rapp's Barrens i n  1855, 
Casey was accompanied not  only by h i s  wife and chi ldren,  bu t  a l s o  by h i s  eSs 
mother, M r s .  Catherine Casey, and h i s  youngest brother,  John 11. Casey. A s  

. . 
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