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I.  Kame of Prowrtv 

bistoric name Crossat Municipal Building 

other namedsite munber Site HASO 107 

2. Location 

smeet & number 307-309 Main Street not for publication 
-- .- -. - .  

city-or town Crossett 

state Arkansas code AR county Ashley d e  003 zipcade 71635 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated aufhonty unda~hc  N a t z o ~ l  Historic Preservation Act, as a m e n d 4  I hereby c d f y  that this norninat~on 
rqucst for daminaden of cliglbiliy m&s the documentation standards for rcg~nesing pmpaties in the National Regisrcr of Historic 
P laca  d m e a s  thepmedural and profasional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 64. In my opinion, rhe property m a  
does not meet theNatiom1 Register critcrik I mommend that t h s  p m p t y  bt considcd s~gnificant 

ally. (See continuation sheet for addit 

Signaturz 4 f  certlfying oi'ficiaLTitlc 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Stair: or Fedcral agency and bureau 

In my opinion, theprcqxny memi dom not me& the National Reptercriteria. (0 See Cont~nuauon shm for additional 
comments.) 

I Signam of  certifying officialride Date 

I Stare w F e d d  agmcy and burmu 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hercby cenify that rhe pmperry 1s:  Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered In the Yational Registtt. 
See continuation shea 

a detmined esgtble for the 
Nat~onal Rwister. .a a Set contimmtion 

damimd mt elimble for the 
National RC&E; 

m o v e d  from the N a t i o d  
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Name of  Propmy 
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County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownemhip of Property Category of Property 
(Chmk as mq boxw as apply) {Chcck only one box )  

I private 

- public-local 
[3 public-Stare 

public-Federal 

building (s) 

district 
site 

strucme 

17 object 

Name of related mmltiple property listing 
(Enter "h'tb" if pmpeny is not par? of a multiple pmpeq listing.) 

Xurnber of Resourcfs within Property 
(b not include previously listrd mources In count.) 

Contriburing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

StlUCnlres 

objects 

Number of Contributing resomes previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or  Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
{Enter categories from irrstructiom) (Enter categories from instructious) 

G0VERNMENT:city ha11 

GOVERNMENT: correc tional facility 

GOVERNMENT fire $@tion 

GOVERNMENT: government ofice 

GOVERNMENT: correctional facility 

GOVEMENT:f l re  station 

G0VERNMENT:govemment ofice 

EDUCATION: Iibrarv 

7 .  Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Emer ca~egones frnm ~mtnmions) 

hfODEILV M0VEMEhT:Art Deco 

Materials 
(Enter categories from i n s t ~ i r m s )  

foundation Concrete 

walls Brick 
Limestme 

roof Anhalt. Slate. Comer 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the pmpeq on one or mom continuation Smas.) 



Crossett Municipal Building 
Name of Propesty 

Ashley County, Arkansas 
County and Statc 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Sational Register Criteria Levels of Significance (Imal, state, national) 
(Mark "x" rn om w more boxes for rhe crireriz qualifyrng the pqxny local 

- h i o n a l  Rtgista listing ) 

a- A P r o m  is associated with events that have made 
a sihlfkant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
our history, Community Planning and Development 

Poli t icslGovernment 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons .kc htecm 

significant in our past. 

C Propee  embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a we, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1953-57 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important En prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark"x" in all the boxes that apply ) 1953-5? 
Property is: 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

Signifitant Person (CompIete ifcriterion B is markpd) 

,, B. removed from i ts original lmation. 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cul tntal Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D is marked] 

D a cemetery. 

r] E a ~ : o n s t r u ~  'building, object, or strucme. 

F a commemorative p w  
Architect/Bullder 

G less &an 50 years of age or achieved significance Trapp, Clippard & Phelps-architect 
wilhinthepast50years. C. W. Vollmer & Company 1nc.-builder 

my on one ( 
Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Erplain the : of h prcp a rn wncinuation shcas.) 

9. Major rrln~~ographical Rexerences 

Bibliography 
(Ci:e [he books, articles, and other smms used in preparing this form on one or more cant inuah shats.) 

Previous documentation on file W S ) :  
17 p r e b a r y  determination of inhvidual listing (3 6 

CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
1 recorded by Historic American Buildags Survey - P 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XI State Historic Preservation Ofiice 

Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 

[XI Local Gavement  
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Crossett Municipal Building 
Kame of 

Ashley County, Arkansas 
Councy and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Properv Less than 1 acre 

VReferences 
.c d d !  tional bTM references on a continuation shca ) 

1 15 596877 3665787 
Zone East ing Konh~ng 

3 
Zone Easring Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the huodarim of the propmy on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries wcre sclatcd cra a contimation W.) 

- -  - .  . 

11. Form Prenared Bv 

namdtitle Cherub Alford, edited by RaIph S. IrVilcox, National Reg~ster & Survey Cwrdinamr 

organization Arkansas Historic Pseservation Program date May 3 I ,  2007 

street&number 1500TowerBuilding,323CenterStreet telephone (50 I )  324-9787 

or town Litde Rock state AR tip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Subtlllt [he follo:~t?g .wms u.!:h thccomplfied form: 

Continnation Sheets 

/' p. 
. .. , - A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute seris) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additianal items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional itcms.) 

Property Owner 
(Complc~e hs ltm at the rqwstof  SHPO or !TO.) 

name CityofCrossett 

street & number 20 1 Main Street telephone 870-3M-4825 

city or t o m  Crossett state AR zipcode 71635 

Paperwork Reducdon Act Statemat: This information is bkngcoIItztd for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate propertis for 
lisnng or d e t m n e  eligibibiy for listing, to list propemes, and to amend existlng listing. l 7 ~ ~ 0 n s c  to this q u m  is reqnid EQ obtain a h e  f i t  in accordance 
wth h e  National H~stonc Prcsmtion Act, as amendad (1  6 C.S C. 470 si ssq.) 

Estimated Bardtn Smtement: Public reporting burden fm this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for micwing instnrctions, 
gathenag and ma~ntainlng data, and completing wd reviming the form. Drmt wrnmmts regarding this burden estimateor any q t  of this form to the Chd7 
' -I.n~niszmtivt S d c e s  Ihvision, National Park Senice, P. 0 Box 37 127. Washington, DC 20013-1127; and the Office of Manatpml and Budget, Papmwork 

( ~~ct1msPmjec~(1025-0018).Washington,~20303. 



Crossett Municipal Building 
Namc of Prnpc* 

AshIey County, Arkansas 
Counry and Starc 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

I 

Aational Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 2 

As has proven true throughout the history of Crossett, "defeat" was a dangerous word to use. It only made 
some of the residents more determined to get the bond issue passed. ln I 953, a progressive group of citizens 
joined together to once again seek passage of this bond issue. All forms of communication were used to get 
the message to the citizens of Crossett. Civic groups were contacted, newspaper editoriaIs were pubIished, 
and extensive research was conducted to prove to the average citizen that the new municipal building would 
save the citizens money. Voter Education was catered on the facts of why the proposed municipal building 
would benefit the town: 

1) Civ g o v m e n t  and facilities must keep pace with the rapid industrial, commercial and residential 
growth of Cmsett. 

2) Relocating industhies place considerable emphasis upon the physical appearance of a city and our 
present city quarters do not come up to the "Crossett Standard." 

3) The City Libmy has a large space reserved in the new building-the Library Board endorses the 
new building enthusiastically since it means that funds which they have been accumulating for 

i 

expansion of their present building can be used for buying more books, which they wish to do. 
Also, the Library Board will gain additional funds by the sale of their present building. The new 
quarters will provide space for colored library patrons, as well. 

4) The new Municipal Building will offer enlarged and greatly improved facilities for Council 
Meetings, city offices, and meeting rooms for general civic use. 

5) The combination of the new city auditorium, which is being constructed at no cast to Crossett 
taxpayers, and the new Municipal Building wiI1 give Crossett eitizms the finest civic facilities of 
any city of our size in the South. 

6 )  A city jail is incorporated in the plans for the new building, which will replace the present 
inadequate and unheated jail near the ice plant, 

7) A fire-proof vault, long needed for city records, will be included in the new building. 
8) Word has been received from the Arkansas Rating Bureau that with the improved fire station 

facilities for fire trucks and a permanent fire department employee that will be included in the new 
building plus a 500 GPM pumper that is to be voted on at the same time, Cmssett" general f ie  
rating should be reduced from Class 7 to Class 6 ,  which means a savings of 10 cents/$1100 of 
insurance coverage. This savings in nearly every case will be greater than the mual cost to the 
taxpayer for the new Municipal Building. 

9 )  Cast for the residential taxpayer of Crossett for the new building will be surprisingly low. The 
average cost was computed for 12 blocks in Cmssett, representing a good cross-section of the entire 
city, and it was found that the average valuation for the taxpayers in these 12 sample blocks was 
S851. At a 3.5 mill levy, this would mean an average of $2.98 per year or roughly 25 cents per 
month, Less than a pack of cigarettes a month to build the new building. 
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SUMMARY 
The Crossett Municipal Building at 307-309 Main Street in Crossett, Ashley County, Arkansas, represents an 
excellent example of the An Deco style in Crossett. As a result, it is being nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion C with Iocal significance. The building is also significant for its 
associations with the efforts of the t o m  to provide g e v m e n t d  facilities for the community after it ceased 
to be a company town and for its associations with early self-governance in Crossett. The Crossett MunicipaI 
Building is also being nominated to the National Register under Criterion A with local significance. 

ELABORATION 
Cmssett was founded around the turn of the nineteenth century in southeast Arkansas. The town was 
founded to house a savrmill and lumber company. Most of the leadership and capital for the establishment of 
the Crossett Lmber Company came from three families. The Crossett Campany was started as a lumber 
operation, but soon developed into a number of wood-using industries. The first mill manager and co-owner 
of the company, E. W. Tap" Gates, was the visionary behind the town. 

i 
- uring this esa, campany owned sawmill towns were common. This meant that the company owned 
"everything." You worked for the company, lived in a company house, shopped at the company store, sent 
your children to compan y-owned schools, and received company scrip as pay. Until 1 946, every business 
and buiIding in t o w  except a cafk, pressing shop md post office were company owned and operated. In 
1946, due to the increasing size of the town, a new development plan was established and homes were sold to 
company employees. At this time, Crossett began its evolution h m  a company-owned town to a town with 
a thriving company at the base of its economy. 

Crossett was named one of the 100 finalists in the 1953 All-America Cities Contest, sponsored by Look 
Magazine and the National Municipal League. ' m e  City with a Plan'" was the town's slogan, and it was 
true. In 1940, Crossett became the first planned city in Arkansas when the nation's leading city planners 
prepared the first plan for a future Crossett of 5,000 people. In 1953, the renowned finn planning firm of 
Harland BarthoIomew & Associates of St. Louis, Missouri, completed months of tedious effort and presented 
to the City of Crossett a plan for a fume Crossett of 25,000 peopl-five times the size. Crossett was the 
only city in the United States under 100,000 population having a comprehensive city plan embracing dl 
elements of community facilities. 

Prior to 1 953, a11 Crossett's municipal facilities--city hall, fire station, police station, jail and library-were 
scattered around the community. These facilities were inefficient and need4 to be updated. At this point, 
Crossett had been a company town for nearly half a century. For the first time in fhe history of Crossett, the 
town's voice was heard though an election of a bond issue for municipal improvement, The first bond issue 

~oposal for the mstmction of a $200,000 Municipal Building appeared before the voters in I952 but was 
-defeated by only 35 votes. The City Council agreed that this defeat was due to the general public being 

misinformed about the actual cost per year of the facility. 
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10) Industrial and cornmmial tax valuation in Crossett represents 75-80% of the totaI valuation, 
leaving only 20-25% of the cost of the new building to be borne by all of the residential taxpayers in  
Crossett. 

11) While the bond issue to build this buiIding is set for 20 years, it is estimated that the building will 
be paid off in much Iess time since the new industrial plants that are scheduled to be built in the 
near future will add substantially to the vaIuation for Crossett. This will permit paying offthe 
outstanding bonds over a shorter number of years. 

On September 15, 2953, Crossett citizens took the first progressive step on their own during a special 
election by passing, by an ovewhefming majority, the bond issue for the S200,000 Municipal Building. The 
vote was 39 1-261 in favor of the smcture and the new fire engine. 

The Crossett Municipal Building was dedicated on ,May 14, 1954, with a luncheon, a parade and a ceremony 
with then Governor Orval Faubus as guest speaker. Construction costs for the new structure totaled 

i 

- .85,000. The l ibray was housed in h e  north end of the building, where spacious m m s  were decorated in 
tjlonde wood. This area boasted an abundance of daylight shanks to the skylights. The library was moved 
out of this building in the mid- 1960s. The no& end of the building has served as home to the city's Police 
Department ever sense. The center area of the building originally housed the Mayor's office and conference 
moms, Judge's Chamber, Treasurer's office, and Police Chief's ofice. These rooms were decorated with 
blonde wood paneling and green carpet in the offices. The Court Room is located in the center of this 
building. Located in the south end of the building is the Fire Department. The second story of the building, 
constructed of "cut-proof' steel, originally housed the city jail. 

The Crossett Municipal Building remains the centerpiece of the community's government. The building is 
still an important building to the Crossett residents and occupies a prominent location on Main Street. The 
continued use and preservation of the building is a testament to Cressett's government and residents. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNrnCAUCE 
The Crossett Municipal Building at 307-309 Main Street in Crossett, Ashley County, Arkansas, represeats an 
excellent example of the Art Deca style in Cmssett. As a result, it is being nominated to the National 
Regista of Historic Places under Criterion C with locaI significance. The building is also significant for its 
associations with the efforts of the town to provide govanmental facilities for the community after it ceased 
to be a company town and for its associations with early self-governance in Crossett, The Cressett Municipal 
BuiIding is also being nominated to the National Register under Criterion A with local significance. 
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BFBLTOGRAPHY 
Newspaper-~local magazine dippings from City of Cmssett 1953 Scrapbook. 

Newspaperflocal magazine clippings h m  Crossett Company 1953 Scrapbook. 

Oral History interview with Fire Chief Jimmy Launius 

Oral History interview with Assistant Pelf ce Chief Ronnie Rickman 

Oral History interview with Mayor Scott McComick 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIITION 
Subdivision Ccossett Original; Block 40 Parcel X 706-00386-000E 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This is all the land that i s  historically associated with the Crossett Municipal Building. 
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SIJMMARY 
The Crossett Municipal Building was constructed in Art Deco Style. The north end of the building originally 
housed the City's library, but now houses the Police Department. The center area of the building houses 
offices and the Municipal Courtroom, and the south end of the building is home to the Fire Department. 

ELABOMTION 
The Crossett Municipal Building was constructed in Art Deco Style. The n o d  end of the building originally 
housed the City's library, but now houses the Police Department. The center area of the building houses 
offices and the Municipal Courtroom, and the south end of the building is home to the Fire Department. The 
building rests on a continuous concrete foundation, has brick walls, and is topped by a maidy flat roof. The 
center part of the budding, however, is crowned by a pyramidal roof with decorative cupola. 

SiddNorth Facade 
The north facade of the building is brick with limestone accents and original light fixtures. The west end of 
'te north faqadwthe h n t  entrance to the Police Department-is brick with limestone accents. To the right 
,'the entrance are three three-paned awning windows. 

FrontJWest Faqade 
Begnning at the north end of the faqade, three three-paned awning windows flank the door and are accented 
by limestone windowsills. A limestone frieze adorns the top of the door indicating the area's original 
ptupose as the library. 

The fapde then recesses and is fenestrated by six three-paned awning windows. The west-central f-de is 
the showpiece of the building and encompasses the main entrance. The walls are brick with limestone 
accents. Limestone flowerbeds adorn either side of the front door, which is encircled by limestone and 
topped with a limestone fieze that reads "Crossett Municipal Building." A flag pole is in front of this 
entrance with a limestone base that matches the detail in the flowerbeds. The historic jail, now used mainly 
for storage, is topped with a copper cupola. 

To continue the building's symmetry six more threepaned awning windows lead you further south. The 
south end of the west f a d e ,  which projects, is brick with limestone accents. A limestone frieze accents this 
wall indicating its designation as the Fire Station. 

SiddSouOh Faqade 
The south faqade is brick with large bays to house the fire trucks and ambulance. 
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Rearmast Faqade 
The east end of the south facade continues in brick and is accented with original light fixtures. The east 
central fapde is brick and s e w s  as the back entrance. Heavy metal doors and three-paned awning windows 
with limestone windowsills accent this area. The north end of the east faqade continues with brick as well. 

Interior 
As for the interior, the center section of the building has seen the least amount of changes over the years. 
The main entry way contains most of its original materials, though some areas are in great need of repair. 
Brown and beige termno floors, blonde wood panels, polished granite walls, fresco reliefs and pewter light 
fixtures welcome visitors. The Municipal Courtroom aIso contains most of its original design and materials 
with granite windowsills, blonde wood wall pands and even the original chairs. Original skylights can also 
be found throughout the building, 

" m e  alterations have been made over &e years to accommodate growth, with most of the alterations ' curring on the north and south ends of the building. Vinyl tile, new light fixtures and paneling were added 
at some point in an effort to make economical repairs md when the functions s f  the ateas changed. An 
addition was added which extended the east wall of both the north and south ends of the building. These 
extensions were made in the 1 980s, with care being taken to use similar materials making the alterations 
virtually unnoticeable. 

Integrity 
The Crossett Municipal Building retains good integrity. The building retains many of its origina1 fatures 
and still remains an excelIent example of the Art Deco style. h addition, the area of Cmssett where the 
Municipal Building is located retains the small-town fee1 that it would have had when the building was built 
in 1953. 
























