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CUrtis S{lﬁis Was an educator and historian from North Little Rock, Arkansas/(Pulaski Gounty). Henwvorlked
tirelessly’asia community leader andiactivistifor'equality in the schoollsystems. He wasione of thefirstBlac
principalsiin the Little Rock School District: Sykeswasiaigraduate of Scipio A. JonesiHighiin 1947:and
attendediDunbarJunior College in Little'Rocks He servediin the Korean War in| 1950/ andiwasihonorablys
dischargedinil958iasiaisergeant. After his service, Sykesiearned his Bachelor ofiSciencelinphysicalleduca
andisocial'studiesifromiArkansas Baptist College, LittlelRock; and hisiMasterof'Educationifrom Jiexas Co
innlyleniliexassHeearnediaiMasternof Science in elementary educationin 1965 ftem Harding Céllege (now
Harding University)in'SearcyWhite/County) and was the first Africanj/Americanigraduate from that
institution. Sykes was a chartermemberof the North thtle RocidHistory Gommission in 1975 apd the North
Llittle' Rock Historic District Commissionjinid'9938. As part of the Black History, Adh%ry Comniittee, he
pushed forlegislation to have African American history taught msArkansass public schools.{Hewas afmember:
ofiboethithe Afro-American'Historical and'Genealogical Society’s/ArkansasiChapteriand the Preservatior
African/American Cemeteriessin2005, Sykeswasihamed'toithe national task'force toistudy the contril

ofiensiaved people inithebuildingiofithe U.S. Capitol
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