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E.1.K.1 Discuss needs and wants and how they are restricted by limited resources.

G.1.K.5 Discuss cultural characteristics among families and in the community such as art, celebrations,
food, language, music, and traditions.

G.1.K.6 Identify the influence of weather and climate on people’s daily lives.

H.1.K.3 Compare the life of a student today (present) to the life of a student in the past using visual
representations (e.g., growing food, rules and laws, making clothing, transportation, communication).
H.1.K.7 Describe materials and methods that allow people to learn about the past (e.g., photos, artifacts,
diaries, oral history, stories)

G.1.1.5 Discuss how cultural characteristics contribute to diversity in a community, place, or region.
G.1.1.6 Describe the influence of weather, climate, and physical characteristics on people’s daily lives.
G.1.1.7 Explain ways people utilize natural resources such as timber, minerals, oil, coal, and natural gas in
their community.

H.1.1.1 Explain similarities and differences of everyday life in different times using chronological terms.
H.1.1.3 Compare present day families, objects, and events with those in the past using visual
representations, news stories, and artifacts (e.g., daily life tasks, food, clothing, transportation,
communication, recreation).

H.1.1.7 Draw conclusions about life in the past using historical records and artifacts (e.g., photos, diaries,
oral history).

G.1.2.6 Explain the influence of weather, climate, and physical characteristics on people’s daily lives in a
place or region.

H.1.2.3 Compare life in a community past and present using maps, photographs, news stories, artifacts,
or interviews (e.g., transportation, communication, recreation, jobs, housing).

G.1.3.5 Investigate the cultural characteristics of various places and regions from around the world.
G.1.3.6 Investigate the influence of physical characteristics upon people’s choices in Arkansas and the
United States (i.e., where people live and work).

H.1.3.3 Compare life from a specific historical time period to life today noting changes over time (e.g.,
transportation, jobs, urban growth, population density, natural resources, communication).

- Compare life from a specific historical time period to life today to explain changes over time (e.g.,
economic growth, urbanization, resources, population density, environmental issues).

- Research the characteristics of various world regions and cultures




Vocabulary

-

Card:

to disentangle, clean, and
intermix fibers to produce
material suitable for use

~

/

.
-

Wool:

a fabric made from the hair of a
sheep

~

-

.
-

.

Spinning Wheel:
A device used to make thread
by spinning fibers together
through the use of a big wheel.

/
~

Cotton:

plant that produces fibers from
which many textiles are woven

~

/

N
-

/

N

Synthetic:

not naturally produced; made
by artificial processes

-

Natural:
existing in or caused by nature;
not made or caused by
humankind

/
~




Vocabulary

-

Polyester:
Any of a large number of
synthetic resins used in making
plastics and fibers

~

/

N
-

N

Acrylic:

fabric made from plastic threads

~

-

/

N

Nylon:

a silk-like thermoplastic often
used in modern clothing

~

-

N

Loom:

a device used to weave cloth
and tapestry

/
~

~

Cotton GlIn:

a machine that removed seeds
from cotton fiber




Context

In the 1800s, Arkansas was a key part of the American South, where cotton was king. The cotton
industry was central to the economy, and the production of cotton textiles played a significant role in
daily life and the broader economic landscape. Understanding cotton textiles involves examining the
agricultural, industrial, and social aspects of cotton production and textile manufacturing.

Cotton Cultivation

1. Agriculture:

- Climate and Soil: Arkansas's warm climate and fertile soil were ideal for growing cotton.

- Planting and Harvesting: Cotton was planted in the spring and harvested in the late summer and
fall. The labor-intensive process involved planting seeds, tending the plants, and picking the cotton
bolls by hand.

2. Labor:

- Enslaved Labor: The cotton industry relied heavily on enslaved African Americans, who provided
the necessary labor for planting, tending, and harvesting cotton.

- Work Conditions: Enslaved workers faced harsh conditions, long hours, and brutal treatment.

3. Ginning:

- Cotton Gin: Invented by Eli Whitney in 1793, the cotton gin separated cotton fibers from seeds
quickly and efficiently, revolutionizing cotton production.

- Impact: The cotton gin increased the demand for cotton and, consequently, the demand for
enslaved labor.

Cotton Textile Production

1. Spinning and Weaving:

- Spinning: The process of turning raw cotton fibers into thread or yarn. This was initially done by
hand using a spinning wheel but later by mechanized spinning machines.

- Weaving: The process of interlacing threads to create fabric. Hand looms were used before the
advent of power looms, which mechanized the weaving process.

2. Textile Mills:

By the mid-19th century, textile mills began to emerge, particularly in the Northern
United States. These mills processed raw cotton into finished textiles. Advances in textile machinery,
such as the spinning jenny, water frame, and power loom, greatly increased production efficiency.

3. Products:
Common cotton textiles included muslin, calico, and denim. Textiles were used for
clothing, household items like sheets and towels, and other goods.




Context

Economic and Social Impact

1. Economic Significance:

Cotton was a major export, driving trade and economic growth. Arkansas, along with
other Southern states, supplied raw cotton to textile mills in the North and Europe. Wealthy plantation
owners, or planters, dominated the economy and politics of Arkansas, benefiting the most from the
cotton industry.

2. Social Structure:

The cotton economy reinforced social hierarchies, with wealthy planters at the top,
followed by poor white farmers, and enslaved African Americans at the bottom. The cotton industry
perpetuated the institution of slavery, with enslaved people enduring grueling labor and harsh
conditions.

3. Cultural Influence:

Cotton textiles were a part of everyday life, influencing clothing styles and household
goods. The production and trade of cotton had a profound impact on the culture and identity of the
American South.

Challenges and Changes

1. Market Fluctuations:

The cotton market was subject to price fluctuations, influenced by factors such as supply
and demand, international trade policies, and weather conditions. Economic downturns could
significantly impact cotton farmers and the broader economy.

2. Civil War and Reconstruction:

The Civil War (1861-1865) and the abolition of slavery had a profound impact on the cotton industry.
Reconstruction efforts and changes in labor systems, including sharecropping and tenant farming,
reshaped the agricultural landscape.




Context

Teaching Tips

- Visual Aids: Use provided images or replicas of cotton plants,, spinning wheels, looms, and textiles.
Maps showing cotton-growing regions and trade routes can also be helpful.

- Hands-on Activities: Students will have the opportunity to card cotton at the museum.

- Primary Sources: Included are Records from the Slave Narratives, articles and advertisements of the
period.

- Comparative Analysis: Compare the cotton textile industry of the 1800s with modern textile
production. Discuss technological advancements and their impact on labor and production.

Discussion Questions:

- How did cotton cultivation and textile production shape the economy and society of 1800s
Arkansas?

- What were the key technological innovations in the cotton textile industry, and how did they impact
production?

- How did the reliance on enslaved labor affect the social and economic structure of Arkansas?

Understanding the cotton textile industry in 1800s Arkansas provides students with insights into the
state's economic development, the impact of technological innovations, and the social dynamics of the
time.







Primary Source Analysis

On the following pages are primary sources for
teachers to review with their students. As you
review the materials, promote student inquiry. Be
sure to ask them about things that they notice or
things that they wonder. You may also ask students
about the author’s purpose, how this source ties
into what they have learned in class or from prior
knowledge.
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Image ~ “Picking Cotton"

e —————— — — g T % 4 et

B e e e e e

Large cotton field with two men on horseback and ten people picking cotton. All that are picking cotton
appear to be black. A large basket is visible as is part of a wagon with cotton bags inside. On verso
written in pencil "Black slaves picking cotton. (1860 - 1865) extremely rare and unpublished." From
other sources we have determined that this image was produced by J. P. Jones at a plantation near
Helena on the Mississippi River.

Jones, J. P. Picking Cotton., 1860 — 1865, carte de visite, 2 7/16 h X 3 15/16 w inches, Accession#
97.058. Historic Arkansas Museum, Little Rock, AR.



{IUSAD SIY1 INOGE UONBWLIOUI IOW INO puly PINOd NoA Juiys NoA op aUBYAA

{3USWINDOP SIYl PIAIIR O 9104M OYm suosiad ayy
INOQE UOHEWLIOU| 3JO0W INO pUl} PINOd NOA Uiyl NOA Op 3JBYAA

*9OUIPIAD [B21103SIY S I dSN
O
o
0
O @

FIUSWINDOP SIY3 PAAIRDAU IO PBAI OYAA

{IUBINDOP 3Y3 JO 31BP Y3 SI IBYAA {JUSWNDOP SIYI 3104M OYAA
‘syaed s31 9A49540

AUIHAILLTT 103§
dIHI0 16191dS 16121110

Q

110N
"eap! urew ay3 34oddns djay 3ey3 (uswnsop ‘suoiuyap aya dn 00| U3y | ‘Mou| NILLRIMANBH — MBWISOd dWBLS

ay3 wouy spiom) sazonb omy 3siq 3,uop noA eyl spJom AUB UMOP DILIAA

‘A|dde jey3 |je 9j241D) ;3usWwnd0p
{3USWINDOP 3Y3 JO BAPI UIRW Y3 SI JBYAA {pad£3 Jo usnLIMmpuURY 3! S| 3Y3 uo s3upjiew [e1dads Aue 43y} Aay
*31 JO @suds jewl 03 A4 *3UBWIND0Pp 3Y3 399

.tlllJ.H\n b AT LY

A_ &N&R oﬁamaw. a_ judWINdOQ UIILAA & 3ZAjeuy




Document ~ “Cotton is King.”

Cotton is Kins.

The feeling vccasioued by the dependence
of England upon our slave labur for cotton
(says the Baltimore American) was very stroug-
ty manifested in DParliament on a recent oce:-
sion wheu, in a debate upon the destruction of
Greytown, such DParliamentary leaders as
DlIsracli and Roebuck indicated that depen-
dence to be the canse of a submissive toue to-
wards and endurance of wrong from this coun-
try that no other people received at the hands
of the DBritish government. Blackwood in
1853, in reference to the cultivation of the ar-
ticle by the Uunited States, ascribed to it an in-
fluence that had placed the eternal peace and
the subsistence of the millions in every maunu-
facturing country in Burope with the power of
an oligarchy of planters, aud the London Econ-
owmist more strongly stating the case, has de-
clared that if “any great social or physical con-
vulsion visit the Uunited States, Fugland would
feel the shock from Land's End to John
O'Groats. The lives of nearly two million of
countrymen are dependent upon the cotton
crops of America; their destiny may be said
without any kind of hyperbole to hang upon a
thread. Should any dire calamity Lefall the
land of cotton, a thonsand of our merchant
ships would rot idly ia the dock; ten thousand
mills must stop their busy looms; two thousand
mouths would starve for lack of food to feed
them.” McCullongh also shows that as far
back as 1852, the Dritish exports of cotton fa-
Lries were equal in value to abont two-thirds
of all the woven fabrics exported from the em-

pire. The same state of things, nearly, exist-
ed in 1849, when the cotton fabrics were val-
ued at about £140,000, while all the other wo-
ven fabrics exported did not quite reach to the
value of 68,000,000,

“Cotton is King." True Democrat, September 1, 1857,
https://www.newspapers.com/article/true-democrat-cotton-is-king-1857/156381923/
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Arkansas Slave Narratives

SLAVE NARRATIVES

The following pages contain interviews with former slaves and include recollections of the
cotton industry. These narratives are presented in their original form and have not been altered
since their creation between 1936- 1938.

While these narratives provide limited insights regarding enslavement and the cotton industry of
the south, it is important to note that more than 70 years had elapsed between Emancipation and
the time that the interviews were conducted. Consequently, most interviewees were very elderly
by the time the interviews were attained.

In addition. Many of the interviewers were amateurs, inexperienced and unsophisticated in the
use of interview techniques. While these selected narratives are not at all inclusive, they do offer
evidence of the resilience, creativity and imagination African American children

demonstrated even while living in bondage.

SPECIAL NOTE FOR TEACHERS: Some of the terms used in these interviews are no
longer considered appropriate to use. Please review these materials and familiarize yourself with
any language that might be considered offensive so you can make an informed decision on the
appropriateness of presenting them to your students.



Document ~ Slave Narrative of
“Aunt Susie King, Ex-slave”

Interviewsr Zillavw Cross Peal

Information given by Aunt Susie King, Sx=glove.

Residence Cane mill, Arkavens. Washinpton County. Ape about 93.

"Yos'm, my mother's name wee Saliy. Sre'd belonged to Mister Tom
H. Barker and he gived wer to Miss Becky, wis daughter. I think of
twem all lots of dayss I know a weap of folke twat some timee I forgot.
Wren the War came, we lived in & 0oig log wouss. We wad a loom room
back of the kitcren. I »ad a2 good motver. She wove some. We all wve mos'
all of itwe blankets and carpets and counterpans and Old Missey s-e loved
to sit down at the loom and weave soge,™ wit: & gay cwuckle Aunty Susis
said,® then sre*d let me weave en' 0ld Uissey swe'd say T takes ‘er
work and the loom gway from wers I did love to weave, all tvem brig-t
colores, blue and red and green and yellow. They made all the colers

in twe back yard in a big kettle, my mother, Sally did the colerin® ®.

Peel, Zillah Cross. “Aunt Susie King, Ex-slave." Federal Writers’ Project: Slave Narrative
Project, Vol.2, Arkansas Part 4, Jackson-Lynch, 1936. Accessed October 14, 2024 :
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.024/?sp=215&st=image



https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.024/?sp=215&st=image

Document ~ Slave Narrative of
“Omelia Thomas” Part 1

Interviewser Saemmel 8. Taylor
Person interviewed Omelia Thomas

1014 W, Fifth Street, Little Rock, Arkansas
Age___ 63

"My mother was a motherless girl, My daddy said he looked at her
struggling along. All the other girls were trying to have a good time, But
she would be settin' down trying to make a quilt or something else useful,
end he said to a friend of his, 'That woman would meke a good wife; I am
going to marry her.* And he did.

»She used to spin her fine and coarse sewiné thread and yarn to make
socks and stockings with. Her stockings and socks for the babies and papa
would always be yarn. She could do pretty work. She had a large family.
She had seventeen children and she kept them all in things she made here
self, She raised ten of them. She would make the thread and yarn
and the socks and stockings for all of these, I have known the time

wvhen she used to make eoats and pants for my father and brotherse

Taylor, Samuel. “Omelia Thomas." Federal Writers’ Project: Slave Narrative Project, Vol.2,
Arkansas Part 6, Quinn-Tuttle, 1936. Accessed October 14, 2024 :
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.026/?sp=306&st=image



https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.026/?sp=306&st=image

Document ~ Slave Narrative of
“Omelia Thomas” Part 2

She would make them by hand because they didn't have any machines themn. Of
course, she made all the underwear, She put up preserves and jellies for us
to eat in the winter. She used to put up kraut and stuff by the barrel, I
have seen some happy days when .I was with my daddy and mother, He raised pigs
and hogé and chickens and cows, He raised all kinds of peas and vegetables,
He raised those things chiefly for the home, and he made cotton for money. He
would save about eight or ten bales and put them under his shed for stockings

and clothes and everything. Hs would have another cotton selling in Marche

Taylor, Samuel. “Omelia Thomas." Federal Writers’ Project: Slave Narrative Project, Vol.2,
Arkansas Part 6, Quinn-Tuttle, 1936. Accessed October 14, 2024 :
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.026/?sp=306&st=image



https://www.loc.gov/resource/mesn.026/?sp=306&st=image
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Artifact ~ Cotton Cards

The label on the back of the cards, used to prepare cotton for spinning, reads "The Only Genuine Old
Whittmore Patent Improved, No. A 10 Cotton.*

Cotton Cards, 19t century, wood & metal, Accession# 88.006.0005. Historic Arkansas Museum, Little
Rock, AR.



Artifact ~ Quilt

This patchwork applique quilt is of tulips or peonies with greens and reds. It was made by Nancy
Stroud Cheek, born in 1801 and died in 1884. She was a native of Tennessee but moved to Pleasant
Plains (earlier known as Fairview) in Independence County, Arkansas with her daughter and son-in-law
(Julia and George McCauley). This quilt was a wedding gift to Mrs. Cheek's grandson.

Stroud, Nancy. Quilt, 1840-1860, cotton, 104h x 92.5w inches, Accession# 72.009. Historic Arkansas
Museum, Little Rock, AR.
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