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- Survey Number LR0Q79 mnpr F i r s t  Fresby ter ian Chsrch 

property ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i r i t  i resbyter i  an Church Address 123 East  8 t h  Street 

L i t t l e  Rock, AR 72201 
Original Name 

location 123 East 8th Street 

Censtructlon Date 1921 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTI'ON 

The F i r s t  Presbyterian Church i s  an impressive example of  ecclesiastical a r c h i  tecture 
inspired by English Gothic cathedrals .  T h i s  1921 structure has a L a t i n  cross p l a n  
and i s  constructed a f  yellow mat  br ick wi th  stone and t e r r a  co t ta  detai  1 i n g .  A very 
high nave wSth llow~r buttressed aisles allows f o r  bands o f  a r c h ~ d  s t a i n  g l a s s  windows 
which provide illumination to the interior. The sanctuary's sta in  glass windows are 
widely regarded t o  be amng the f ines t  i n  the c i t y .  These arched windows, as  well as 
a7 1 o f  the building's entrances, are emphasized by terra c o t t a  hood molding. The 
i m p o s i n g  H t h  S t r e e t  facade features an elevated entrance. A deeply recessed ordered 
arch surrocmds t h e  nar thex s t a i n  g l a s s  window. d h j g h l y  ornamented terra c o t t a  quoin< 
and  bat t lemented parapets .  Large s t a i n  glass arched windows 1 i g h t  the east  and west  
t ransepts  and t h e  transepts ' parapets have terra c o t t a  coping. 

- STATEMENT OF SIGFII FICAtICE 

Qrganined i n  1828, the First Presbyterian Church of  t i t t l e  Fnck Ss t h e  01  d e s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i n  t he  s t a t e .  The present b u i l d i n g  a t  8th and Sco t t  Strests i s  
the four th  faci 1 i ty  constructed by the congregatian. H a v i n g  outgrown the previous 
building a t  5th and S c o t t  Streets, the church purchased t h i s  property and e r e c t ~ d ,  i n 
1915, a new Sunday School buqldlng which was designed by architect  C h a r l ~ s  Thompson. 
S i x  years l a ter  construction began an the  sanctuary which had been designed by a young 
a r c h i t e c t  and farmer Thompson assistant, John Parks  Almand, t o  complement the  earl i e r  
clarsroorn building, Almand went  on the design some o f  .4rkansas1 most handsorre 20th 
Century churches. 

Verbal Boundary Descr ipt ion Lots 10 ,  11, 12, Block 9 ,  C r i g i n a l  Cjty 

A c r e a g e L e s s  than one 

quadrang1 F! Ramp L i  t t l  eAork, Arkansas Quadrangle Sca7 e 1 : 24PGO 

UTM Reference 

Zone 15 E a s t i  ng 566760 Northing 3344330 




